
iihoiii ih»' time iliiii Mt'sa was suix'i--

IntfiuliiiK 'lU' carviiiK of Ihf Moablle

StOIlf.

No (loul)t II was thf «aiin» tJu'ti

as now: an liilan 1 ii*'>|)U' I'ut <itT

troiii thf s«'a won I I il»'siii' an oifan

out let. and that Moati coiilil not

iea(h <'XCf|" tlutumh .he (unntr> ut"

thf Israelites. Tlusc rirc iniHtances,

ami piolaMy the Imesiuoiis oriiiin

of Moal), anil tin- idolairv of the

.Mcahiti's. Int. nsifie:! I lu- bitterness

of the laniily .nuti'f'''^ between theiu

an! the Helnews. David, who was

a niiKlity warrior, and able to hol<l

his own aj:aiiist K!;yiit ,
Assyria or

llaliNlon, sablnt'l the Moal)ites. On

I he division oi the .lewish KiiiKdoin.

in B.C. in '.tT."!. int) hidah and Israel,

the Moal.ites seem i > have passed to

Israel, to which cr iwn they were sub

.ject in the reiK» of Ahal). On the de-

feat and death of that kiuK at the

hauls of the Syria'. s at Uanioth-

Cilead, U.C. si»T, the .Moal)ites re-

I ellel, as stated in ihe tirst verse of

the first ohapter of Second Kings,

iih.ier the reisn of Aha/iah. son of

Alial). li bas indeel be"n suKsest-

ed. as by UaM;f)/in in his "Assyria,"

that the Moabite stone refv rs Ki the

third chuitter of Second Kings, in

the L'Tth verse of which it is related

that "the Israelites deiiarted from

an invatdon of Moan, and returned

to their awn land."

It seems, however, clear that the

reference is to .he rebellion under

.Vhaziah. The .Moabite stone is a

block of black basalt nearly four feet

by two. thus in a|)i)earance closely

resembling Hammurabi's column
near to which it Ir : eserved in the

Louvre, at Paris. It is inscribed in the

llebrew-Phenician character, and Is

the oldest Semitic inscrii)tion that i

known, and has been said to be ihe

most ancient specinieu extant of al-

phaltetic writing The date assigned

to it is B.C. 8.')0. The inscription, as

far as iireserved, runs as follows:

•I am Mesha. the son of Khemosh-
gad the Dibonite. My father reigned

over Moali thirty yt-nrs. and I reign-

el att«'r m.v father, iind ereiie 1 th's

sanctuary to Khemo^'h in Karkh.i

Ill-cause he assisted me
against ;.ll ni.\ fi and let m*- feast

my eyes on all n. haters. Omrl. the

King of Isreal. oppressed .Mi ab man.\

days, for Kheiiio^h was wroth with

this land. .\nd his soi follow el him,

and he also spake: I will op|iress

.\!oab. In my a»y^ he siioke thus,

anil I feastel my heart on him an.l

his ho.ise. Ami Omn had taken pos-

session of the html of .Mideba and

liweli in it. . . . the days of his

sou. forty years. And Khemosh re-

storel it in my dayr. .\n[| lb men
(jf Cad had dwili in the land A . rot

from of old. And the King of Israel

had built Oltarot for himself. .\nl I

fought ugainst the city, and too'., i

and slew all. . . to repolce thi

eyes of Khemosh and b.

.\U'l Khemosh sp(.ke to m it> take

.\e!)o from Isreal. .\iid I went at

night, and fought against it from

the rising of the morning dawn until

midnight, and I took it and slew all.

T.iMM). . . women. . . and maidens

I consecrate! to Khenu)sh"s Aslitor

et ' (or to •Khemosh, Ashtoreth?"

)

• and I took thence the vessels of

Yahveh and dragged before Khe-

mosh.
•And I built Karkha. . .

'

bui'i its gates ami its towers. Ar,.

I built the royal ijalace. . . Ajid

there was not a cistern inside the

city in Karkha. . . Then I spoke

to all the i)eople: "Make each «

cistern in your houses."

Then follow some mutilated ;v'n-

tences. The last intelligible frag-

ment is: "Khemosh spoke to me:

"Co down against Khoronau." The

inscription breaks oft at the thirty-

fourth line.

The Omrl mentioned in the in-

scription was the father of Ahab.

The royal seat of the kings of Moab
seemr. to have been at Dlbon. still

called Diban. some score of miles

East of tho Dead Sea. Tht God Khe-


