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afraid of getting away from the pursuers." Accordingly,
the King and his attendant walked a great way down
the stream, taking care to keep their feet in the water,
which could not retain any scent where they had
stepped. Then the- came ashore on the further side
from the enemy, and went deep into the wood hefore
they stopped to rest themselves. In the meanwhile,
the hound led John of Lorn straight to the place where
the King went into the water, but there the dog began
to be puzzled, not knowing where to go next ; for you
are well aware that the running water could not retain
the scent of a man's foot, like that which remains on
turf. So, John of Lorn seeing the dog was at fault, as
it is called, that is, had lost the track of that which he
pursued, he gave up the chase, and returned to join
with Aymer do Valence.
But King Robert's adventures were not yet ended.

His foster-brother and he had rested themselves in
the wood, but they had got no food, and were become
extremely hungry. They walked on, however, in hopes
of coming to some habitation. At length, in the midst
of the forest, they met with three men who looked
like thieves or ruffians. They were well armed, and
one of them bore a sheep on his back, which it seemed
as if they had just stolen. They saluted the King
civilly; and he, replying to their salutation, asked
them where they were going. The men answered, they
were seeking for Robert Bruce, for that they intended
to join with him. The King answered, that if they
•would go with him, he would conduct them where
they would find the Scottish king. Then the man
who had spoken changed countenance, and Bruce, who
looked sharply at him, began to suspect that the
ruffian guessed who he was, and that ho and his
companions had some design against his person, in
order to gain the reward which had been offered
for his life.

So he said to them, "My good friends, as we are


