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against me; therefore I cannot defend myself; and I will
not defend myself. I am only analyzing the situation for
you, that what you do may be with open eyes. It is urged
that I am not on trial

; therefore as a popular tribunal, you
cannot go mto the details and ascertain the truth for your-
selves. ^

"A hasty decision is demanded; therefore there is no
time for the situation to clear and for calm counsel to pre-
vail Bear m mind that you are called upon to take action
quickly, not for my sake as a minister; not for your sake
as individuals

; but because the good name of this church is
alleged to be suflfering. Is it not in reality because the
vanity of some of the members of this church is suffering >

If that IS so. It IS not a reason, my brethren, for hasty
action against any man. Surely it is not a reason for
hasty action ag i^nst me. I ask those of you who can re-
member, to go back, to recall the circumstances under
which I became your pastor. You were humble enough
then. There was small thought of the good name of this
congregation when I sat in the park out there and saw thisman nailing a plank across the door. I did not question
his good intentions then. I do not question them now
But he IS proposing to do the same thing in effect that he
did then

; to nail God out of His house.
" Oh not because I nm nailed out. You may cast me

out and this church will go on. But if you cast out any
brother, even the humblest, wrongfully or for self-
righteous reasons, you dqart from the spirit of Christ
\oyx should be helping that man instead of hurting himHow much less would you cast out your pastor for the
same reason."

"Brother Hampstead!" It was the voice of Elder
Burbeck, grating harshly by the forced element of self-
restraint in his tones. "You are misapprehending the
issue. There is no proposal to cast you out of the congre-
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