
wag necessary first of all to obtain the King's writ. As Bracton
declared, " non potest quia sine brevi agere." But the King could
not personally look after the department where such writs were
to be obtained. At the head of this, his chancery, he therefore

placed a Chancellor, usually a Bishop, but sometimes an Arch-
bishop, and even a Cardinal, for in those days the church had a

grip which to a Lord Chancellor of the twentieth century is

unfamiliar. At first the holder of the office was not a judge.
But he was keeper of the King's conscience, and his business

was to see that the King's subjects had remedies when he con-
sidered that they had suffered wrongs. Consequently he began to

invent new writs, and finally to develop remedies which were not
confined by the rigid precedents of the common law. Thus he
soon became a judge. When he found that he could not grant a
common law writ he took to summoning people before him and
to searching their consciences. He inquired, for instance, as to

trusts which they were said to have undertaken, and as the
result of his inquiries rights and obligations unkflbwn to the
common law were bom in his court of consciince. You see at
a glance how susceptible such a practice was of development into

a complete system of equity. You would expect, moreover, to
find that the ecclesiastical atmosphere in which my official pre-

decessors lived would infiuence the forms in which they moulded
their special system of jurisprudence. This did indeed happen,
but even in those days the atmosphere was not merely ecclesias-

tical. For the Lord High Chancellor in the household of an
early English monarch was the King's domestic chaplain, and
as, unlike his fellow-servants in the household, the Lord High
Steward and the Lord Great Chamberlain, he always possessed

the by no means common advantage of being able to read and
write, he acted as the King's political secretary. He used, it

seems, in early days to live in the palace, and he had a regular

daily allowance. From one of the records it appears that his

wages were five shillings, a simnel cake, two seasoned simnels,

one sextary of clear wine, one sextary of household wine, one
large wax candle, and forty small pieces of candle. In the time
of Henry II the modem treasury spirit appears to have begun to
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