
W li;n Icm than a decailr agn, th«' remarkable man. Daviil l.tiliin,

rif 'alifiirnia. stirred tn action liv the eali/atinii that, thrmiijl. ihr ma"i-
ptilatiiiM't of !(peculativr cnrporatio'.n anil indivicItiaN. thr farmers ot

America anil of the world at lar^'j were beinn yearly rulilml nf a l.in;o

prot'ortion of the just returns fn m their lalior^. wt iiis keen intellect to

work to devijte a remedy, even 'tc could scarcely hace anticipated li'C

tremendou" nature of the iiwencie?* which it was to he hijt lot to put in

nio'ion IhroiiKh thi rKani/ation of the Inlernatio il Institute of AkH-
ciilture.

Hi" orinin.nl conceiition wa« lerelv a universal I rop ReporliuK

nureau, to lir i'st;i1ili-lu-il on line- -inu'lar to tho-c alrea<t\ csi-tin^; .n

matu indi\'idnal counlrie-. Thi- he forc-aw v\omI,1 evt-nlnallv rcndr.

impossilile the market manipulations of those persons who for year . had

been m.-ikiu^ it their husiu"^- to secure advance information re';iti\e to

the MM>!ily »"<' demand o( rirtiltural produce thronylioui the Id.

This ereat pro-ect \\a- submitted by its determined and um .tent

t,rii;inatoi to one afier another of the leading Rovernmenl • of orld,

onlv to be rriected as I'totiian and im(»racticablc. not Xt' -:'.y impolitic,

and ft was ni't '-ntil he succeeded in ^ainin^ the ear of Mis .NIpjesty,

Kini; Victor f ntanuel nf Italy, that he received .my errcurayemcnt,

'•'he details nf the first memorable ittterview bet*\een Pi-". M ijesty

and citizen I.ubin are interesting to a decree, but are best reserved for

private recital. Snflice it tn say that the Kinc at once took the matter

in hand. and. after repeated ii.terviews :ind caret il consideration of the

whole scheme, issued an invi'ation to all the i^"i\erninents ni the world

to send representatives to K' 'e to discuss the formation of

"An lntPrnnttoli:il In ulon obiinliitely (Uirnlllleal tn Its almi. wliieli

"would liave before It ttit eondttlons of nKrIcuhiire In ttle dllTerent countries

"or the world, wbleti would Klve notice periodically of the quantity and

"quality of the crop* on hand, and promote thel- production, faellltate their

"ale and enconraKe a more fnvournhle nettlement.

"AetinB In iinlion with the vnrloui aar' ''rural bodies now in exiitence

"thii lUBtltuflon would furnlih reliable In 'atlon as to the uemand and

"apply of aarlcultural labor In various pni it the world, so as to provide

"Immlnrant^ with a safe and useful KUlde . would make possible collec-

"tlve defence by the nations against diseases of plants and domestic animals,

"whieh. as a rule, carnot be suceesffully fouKht by means of partial action;

"It would also encourage the development of societies for rural co-operation,

"agricultural Insurance and afrrarlsn credit."

This invitation was accepted by fcirty sovcrcii;ii |).iwers and the

delcRates chosen by them met in Rome in June. 1905.

These reprcse"tatives were men of hiph stand'n^j in theit respective

countries.

The delegates from Great Britain were the Tail o' Mintn. the Earl

of Icrscv. Sir Thomas Elliott, then rcrmancnt Secretary ..f the liritisii

Board nf ARriculture. Mr. T. R Gill, Permanent Secreta.-y of the 'ioard

of .\Kriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland and Sir Edward

Buck, representing the government of India.

The discussion was of the fullest and most interesting character,

and while the delegates naturally failed to agree on every poiiit, they

were unanimously in favor of the establishment of an International In-

stitute of Agriculture to be charged with the duty of carrying out the

project outlined in His Majesty's invitation.

Several European countries which had experienced more or less

agrarian agitation proposed that the more powerful agricultural organi-


