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R IEEEEEOPINIONS
Governments must protect their

by Joma Nyakorema Nkombe

It is extremely misleading to see the
ongoing racial tension in Toronto as a
matter simply between the police and the
African (black if you wish) community.

The police forces are organs of the
state; and the government is the only
element in the state system which is
invested with the power to claim obe-
dience and loyalty from all citizens,
especially from the instruments of force.
Constitutionally therefore, the police
must serve the state by serving the
government.

In this context, any strain in police
relations with a particular group must
be, in the final analysis, the responsibil-
ity of the government.

In Canada, it is the provincial legisla-
ture and parliament of Canada that
respectively enact laws regulating police
behavior. If the Police Act outlaws arbi-
trary use of police powers and one of the
cops departs from this constitutional
order, the government of the day elected
by and for the people, must be held
accountable for this particular deviance.

Lack of government control over the
instruments of force may be indicative of
corruption or incompetency. The
government may be weak in relation to
other elements in the state system includ-
ing the police. It may be strong but
choose to remain neutral. With respect
to any police misconduct, neutrality
means the police are free to misbehave
since the full power of the state will not
be martialled against the offenders.

But whatever the government chooses
to do, it cannot escape the ultimate
responsibility of serving and protecting
all peoples. Why else would there be a
need for society to constitute a
government?

We are now in a position to under-
stand why the ongoing war between the
police and the African community must
be seen for what it actually represents —

the war between the African Canadian
and the government, which is responsible
for keeping the leash on the instruments
of force. That is to say, any attack on a
particular group by agents of the state
must be seen as an attack by the state or
the government. This is a very important
point to bring with us on the next section
of this article.

WHY FOCUS ON AFRICANS?

Historically speaking, when it comes to
serving and protecting the African peo-
ple, some governments especially in the
United States, Canada and South Africa

for the so-called **War on Drugs,”
George Bush appeared on national tele-
vision with a black child on his shoulder
facing the camera. I suppose we should
applaud this presidential love and con-
cern for the victim of a long prospering
drug industry.

However, what we may have missed is
that the president had consciously or
unconsciously stereotyped Africans, and
in actual effect, instructed state agents
for the enforcement of drug laws to cen-
tre predominantly on Africans, but to be
cunning enough not to let them know
the focus might be intentional.
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You simply cannot legislate or force respect
between peoples. Respect is an attitude that
must be developed through a process of

socialization.

tend to assert neutrality in a roundabout
way that is not to everyone’s taste. As we
have already stated. neutrality in this
sense means looking away when agents
of the state treat a particular group
differently.

In fact, it is very telling to witness
through the print and electronic media
that when black people are burying one
of their children gunned down by the
cops in the streets of Toronto, similar
funerals are reported taking place in the
United States and South Africa. Indeed,
one is very tempted to conclude that the
police in Toronto, Montreal, Chicago,
New York, Miami, Johannesburg and
Capetown (just to name a few), seem to
co-ordinate their actions for the shoot-
ings to occur almost simultaneously.

In an apparent move to win support

The guile is hidden in the coded lan-
guage of the anti-drug slogans. The
effect of showing a caucasian (member
of the white race) in a particular drug
raid is quickly neutralized by showing
“concerned citizens’’ (apparently being
white means being a good citizen) calling
the police to come in and get rid of drug
pushers in the community; or for police
officers to come in and display their
wonderful toys while pretending to keep
peace during an indoor basketball match
at a metro housing complex.

The message reads: there are caucasian
drug pushers, but not as many as there
are good white citizens. Sometimes the
media will also use non-critically-
thinking blacks to make the calls — for
special effect purposes — so that the
support for massive and provocative

police presence in predominantly black
neighborhoods seems cross-sectional.

In short, the police face no *‘dilemma™
when it comes to separating white bad
guys from white good guys. “Drug
pushers” and ““drug using community”
become the code words for the Africans;
whereas ‘“‘concerned citizens™ becomes
the code reserved for the “‘responsible,
hard-working, law-abiding and, there-
fore, morally-superior white citizens.”

Bush’s example of the black child is
indeed authoritative in that it comes
from the declining, but still commanding
heights of the western empire. This is the
very empire pervaded by ideas which
hold men to be the ordained masters of
women (Genesis 3:16); and the social
Darwinist view that the races of man-
kind can be ranked into an evolutionary
hierarchy, with the African classified as
the lowest constitution.

It is also an empire in which despite
the truism that poverty, crime, drugs et
al. transcend cultural and racial boun-
daries, these complex social issues are
taken out of context, distorted and
manipulated to prove the inferiority of
one race — all in language so subtle and
scholarly that to uncritical minds, the
truths seem self-evident.

It does not, therefore, surprise anyone
that a few days before the shooting of
Marlon Neal, a police officer in Toronto
went public stating similar eugenic and
social Darwinist doctrines. The officer
called for mandatory birth control for
those on welfare assistance. Presumably,
he was referring to the corporations
which as we all know, are the main recip-
ients of the government money.

Eugenicists and social Darwinists, it
must be remembered, hold the view that
the government has a duty to limit the
multiplication of its least fit citizens,
defined by race or class. Slums and ghet-
toes are here regarded as breeding
grounds for the worst kinds of human
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DeskJet 500 $ 575.00 $ 560.00
DeskWriter (for MAC) $ 799.00 $ 775.00
LaserJet IIP $ 995.00 $ 975.00
LaserJet |l $ 1,805.00 $ 1,750.00
LaserJet IlID $ 2,769.00 $ 2,650.00
LaserJet llisi (NEW) $ 4,229.00 $ 4,055.00
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DESCRIPTION
PageMaker for MAC V4.0 $
PageMaker for PC V.302 (FRee updgrade V4.0 + 45 US. Retaie) $
Digital Darkroom (Mac) $
SuperCard (Mac) $ 105.00
SuperPaint (Mac) $ 101.00

ASHTON-TATE
DESCRIPTION

DBase IV V1.1
Full Paint (Mac)

Reg. Price
199.00
199.00
203.00

Agenda $
Freelance $
Lotus 123 V2.2 $
Lotus 123 V2.2 Network Server $
Lotus 123 V2.2 Network Node $
$
$
|

Lotus 123 V3.1
Magellan

MICROSOI

DESCRIPTION
Excel V2.2 (Mac)
Excel V2.1 (PC)
Flight Simulator (Mac)
Flight Simulator (PC)
Mouse (PS/2 and Serial)
Mouse with Windows V3.0 (PS/2 & Serial)
Powerpoint (Mac)
Windows V3.0
Windows Entertainment Package
Windows Productivity Package
Word V4.0 (Mac)
Word for Windows

Micro York
Reg. Price
$ 2595.00
$ 3,461.00
$ 4,895.00
$ 4,895.00
$ 5,495.00

DESCRIPTION
PS-410 Postscript laser printer (4 page per minute)
PS-810 Postscript laser printer (8 page per minute)
PS-820 Postscript laser printer (8ppm & dual tray)
PS-810 Turbo Postscript laser (20MHz 68020 CPU)
PS-820 Turbo Postscript laser
20MHz 68020 CPU & dual t
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DESCRIPTION Reg. Price

108.00
100.00
79.00

Paradox

Quattro Professional

Turbo C V2.0

Turbo C++ Professional

Turbo C++

Turbo Debugger & Tools

Turbo Pascal V6.0

Turbo Pascal Professional V6.0

DESCRIPTION Reg. Price
35" Double Sided, Double Density $ 1625
35" High Density $ 2450
5.25" Double Sided, Double Density $ 8m

5.25" High Density $ 1395
SONY Diskettes

DESCRIPTION Reg. Price

3.5" Double Sided, Double Density $ 1299
Coloured diskette with special plastic case

5.25" Double Sided, Double Density $ 8.50

8mm Video Tape (120 minute) $ 1200

PAPER Products

DESCRIPTION
Letter Quality continuous sheets (2300 sheets)
Letter Quality continuous sheets (500 sheets)
Draft Quality continuous sheets (3300 sheets)
Recycled continuous sheets (500 sheets)
Loose Leaf laser paper (500 sheets)
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DESCRIPTION
Hardvard Graphics (PC)
UltraPaint (MAC)

DESCRIPTION
FileMaker Pro
HyperCard Developers Kit
MacPaint
MDA:‘:P)@Na:I'I::andMm:Write SYMANTEC
Reg. Price
82.00
119.00
87.00
64.00
110.00
165.00
205.00
120.00

DESCRIPTION
Norton Anti-Virus (PC)
Norton Utilities (PC) V5.0
Norton Utilities (Mac)
SAM Anti-Virus (Mac)
SUM Il Utility (Mac)
Think C V4.0 (Mac)
Think Pascal (Mac)
Macintosh Pascal

DESCRIPTION
DrawPerfect V1.1 (Get $100.00 U.S. Rebate)
LetterPerfect
WordPerfect V5.1 (Get $100.00 U.S. Rebate)  §
WordPerfect V5.1 Upgrade $
WordPerfect Office $
WordPerfect MAC V2.0 (Get $100.00 U.S. Rebate) $
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