Very aware of Christians

Re: "Check out a Church” and “Christian
Awareness Week” (Jan. 28, Gateway)

After reading Mr. Cenkner’s letter and
listening to a "guest speaker”, | for one, am
glad Christian Awareness Week is over.

First of all, regarding said letter, in particular
the line, “Every Sunday | treat myself to some
of this fine, nourishing material;” while it is
evident that Mr. Cenkner is a devout Chris-
tian, he also sounds a little brainwashed. Of
course, that is his opinion of a book and he
has the right to voice it.

Whereas, | chose to read said letter, | did
not choose to have a guest "preacher” in
class. In a class that is already a load of
bullshit, this speaker made it even more so.
The prof announced a guest speaker so !

something to be said for being diﬂerem. At
the U of A, with 20,000students, it’s so easy to
feel like just another nobody in a great big

was to be allowed in. Secondly, and even
more important is the assumption that as an
Arab student | would necessarily disrupt the

and display otherwise "uncivil”

crowd. Atleast 'ma
I also really appreciate my friends who
accept me for who |am and what I stand for.
Gina Carmichael

Hillel actions surprising

The Hillel network/Jewish Students’ Assoc-
iation on campus ran two consecutive ads in
The Gateway January 26 and 28, 1988, with
the headline "Are you Puzzled by Palestinian
Propaganda”? The same ads (and footnotes)
invited U of A students to join “Jewish
students from all over Canada” at a weekend
convenlmn featuring Israeli |oumallsts etc.

events, wastobea

assumed he really was until c.a.w.
were distributed throughout the class. |
chose to stay in the hopes of getting into an
argument, but what he spewed wasn't worth
a reply. | could have gone downtown and
heard the same thing from Debra.

Imustadmit that | have friends who attend
churcl and they are in fact, stable. Other
friends of mine, and myself (who do not
attend church, nor have any desire to do so)
on the other hand, hang outside elementary
schools saying "Hey little girl, would you like
some candy?”
P.S. My dog treats our garden to some fine,
nourishing material.

Sunil Bagwe

Christianity not shameful

"Yes, Christian Awareness Week is over!
Thank goodness, now maybe those religious
freaks will leave me alone!” Is that what you
are thinking?...

I'ma Christian and was handing out flyers.
I'mvery sorry if you were disappointed that |
wasn't more like your stereotyped view of a
Christian, let’s say... Pee Wee Herman?!

And sorry to those whom | greeted who
just weren'tinterested, but could you at least
walk 20 paces before crunching the leaflet
into a little ball, please? Thanks.

Now seriously, | really enjoyed meeting
people this way and found people to be vefy
friendly and open minded. One thing |
notices was a sociological

'orum deallng wolh Middle East issues. | was

Israeli li
so | called for further information. The
person | spoke to informed me of a fee at the
door and that it was not necessary to register
if 1 was planning to attend the Middle East
forum only. It was very clear from the ad in
The Gateway that this was not limited to
Jewish students, and that, in fact, this would
be a good opportunity for everyone to
"“separate myths from ‘facts”.

The exchange that took place during that
call would be of interest to many students.
He asked my name. When | informed him
(my name being a Palestinian Arab one), he
seemed at a loss for words. Then he pro-
ceeded to tell me that the session was
actually “restricted”, but he would allow me
to attend if 1 was “civil” and “did not ask any
questions”. | was truly shocked at his com-
ments and replied:

“Pardon me”.

He said, “You're an Arab student, aren’t
you?”

"Yes... so?"

"Well, you must be civil at these things.”

I suspect that these rules | was to adhere to
did not apply to others who called with
names like “John Smith”. Keep in mind that
the headlines in the Hillel ad read “Are you
puzzled by Palestinian Propaganda?”... and
"Do you want to separate myths from facts?”
Well, if truth was on their side, why were
they afraid to permit quesuons? One won-
ders who is truly involved in propaganda
Exec bers from the Jewi

People don't like to be DIFFERENT. I'd hand
out aflyer and people would glance at it and
perhaps show interest but quickly tuck it
away in fear of someone noticing. Heaven
forbid (no pun intended) that someone
might catch you being interested in some-
thing to do with the spiritual side of life. And
to read a leaflet or even participate in a
lecture? What would the neighbors think, or

organization in Winnipeg attending the con-
vention seemed genuinely puzzled that this
ad was even placed in The Gateway, since it
was their understanding that this convention
was for Jewish students only. They were, as
well, very dismayed by the treatment | re-
ceived over the phone.

What is at issue here is, first of all,

worse yet your friends?
It may be hard to believe but there is
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PARKING REGULATIONS.

RULES:

MEMBERS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE.

PARKING SERVICES
CARTOON CONTEST

$150.00
$75.00
$50.00

THE THEME OF THE CARTOON SHOULD BE RELATED
TO PARKING ON CAMPUS. PRIZE WINNERS CARTOONS
WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE 1988/89 DIGEST OF

1. ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 4, 1988.

2. ALL ENTRIES BECOME THE PROPERTY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
ALBERTA PARKING SERVICES OFFICE AND MAY BE USED IN ANY
FORM WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF THE AUTHOR/ENTRANT.
3. DECISION OF THE JUDGES 1S FINAL.

4. WINNERS ANNOUNCED IN MARCH ISSUE OF The Gateway.

5. CONTEST OPEN TO ALL UNIVERSITY STAFF AND STUDENTS.
STAFF OF THE PARKING SERVICES DIVISION, AND FAMILY

6. THE SIZE OF THE ENTRY SHOULD BE 8” X 8” MAXIMUM.
7. ENTRIES SHOULD BE MARKED "CONTEST " ON THE OUTSIDE OF

leadil advemsmg The footnotes boast-
ed "Come join us” and “lots of fun!”, and yet
there was an attempt at censorship of who

behaviour. Perhaps their ads should have
read “Come join us... Palestinians and Arabs
need not apply.” The irony in all of this is that
one of the convention’s goals is to “combat
anti-semitism on campus”. | want to make it
clear that I, myself, am against anti-semitism
in all its forms. However, | do not think that

criticism towards Israeli policy should be

dismis as anti-semitism. How can we
expect an honest dialogue if we are not
allowed to speak and raise our concerns?

It seems that some members of Hillel on
this campus do themselves and other Jewish

T Gatew

student groups across Canada a disservice by
such action. Perhaps’a for the
University of Albems Hlllel group is o
whether or not

are practicing racism. To lhose students in
Hillel who are interested in pursuing an
honest and open dialogue with Palestinian
et arid ol dwith i
the Middle East, we invite you to contact us
and arrange informal discussions and/or a
public debate.

H Sharkawi

President, Arab Students’ Association
P.O. Box 168
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