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Ottawa Carnival and Re-Union
By K. PATCHING

THE homing instinct s strong in Most men, and ifit lie true, as history indisputably prox es it is,
that the Anglo-Saxon is a great coloniser, it is

equally the fact that, no matter where lie nmay wander,
or to wliat out-of-the-way corner of the globe lie may
turu his steps, the longing to return to the old roof-tree
wil, sooner or later, bear in upon hitm so strongly, that
every effort will be strained to visit once again, lie it
for ever s0 brief a period,,the scenes of earlier days.

It is therefore flot to be wondered at that the fashion,
started some few years back, of organizing "Old Boys'
Reunions" or "Home-Coming Weeks," lias cauglit the
popular fancy and grown in favour season by season,
until each recurring sunimer witnesses an ever increasing
number of these occasions ; and not only (Io they grow
in number but also in magnitude andi in the developmnent
of their scope and ramifications. Small and insigifficant
indeed is the towfl, aye, or the village, that cannot boast
of its home-corners' festival, either ini retrospeet or i
anticipation, and heartfelt is the sympathy extendeti by
those who have the good fortune to participate, to their
unlucky conirades whose unkinti fate has interdicteti
their corporeal presence at the mierry-mnaking.

One reason, perhaps, why Olti Boys' Reunions have
taken so firin andi apparently lasting a holti upon pub-
lic favour lies in the f act- that the very nature of the
occasion leaves unlimiteti opportunity for individual de-
velopmnent and local colouring, not only in respect to one
event as compareti contrasteti with another, but as re-
gards those who participate. One mani takes
ativantage of the redaced rates to 're-visit the
olti town, and perchance the olti folkis andi old
comnrades if happily lie has not been away so
long that they are ail deati or h 'e is forgotten
by the survivors. Another, also attracted by
the unusual facilities the R eunion offers,
Iltakes it in" as a pleasant holiday ; lie lias
heard of tlie place and believes lie can speuti a
portion of his vacation tliere with profit andi
advantage. Yet another desires a few days of
"Isolid enjoyment" andi figures out tliat he can
get it by joining ini the giddy whirl of sport
and frolie ; and each fintis wliat he goes for.
The tastes of ait are catereti to, and lie who
seeks a quiet holiday witli the old folks enjoys
his sojeuru in tlie olti home ýequally with hlmt
wlio goes along witli the avowed intention of Otta
putting in a liot time witli the boys.

To the returning wanderer, the old town looks lier
best, for to begin with lie is in a humour to be pleased;
lie lias put on lis briglitest spectacles and over every-
thing andi everybody is cast the warmth and sunshine of
lis ovwn halpîpnss,-if lie îsn't going to fecl that way lie
lias nuo business to go at ail. To thie stranger wlio goes
along simply to taike ini the siglits, is presenteti the best
of ever'ting. The town is in gala attire, andi if there
are any unsiglitly spots-and what place is withont
thein-they are Lîltiden beneath a lavisli dispjLy of flags
andi îottoes. The citizens are out, too, to give every-
body a goodti tu, the latchstrinig is out day andtiniglit,
tlie freedonii of the burgli is presenteti to every arrivai,
lie lie strarîiger or natîve-born, andi again Jet it be said,
the manii whIo under these circumstances, does niot have
a gooti tiin, andi go away satisfied-if indeed lie gets
awa.y ag.ili .ît all,-ought neyer to have ventureti there;
lie ,slîoil4l raihr have gone off qietty by himseil, andi
takvn ai ourise of antibilious pilîs.

So iiiucli for geeaiistogiif these remarks are
gcnerahliti, tluii rna be pariticuilatrly applied to the ap-
proacingii cveebration iin tlie Doiion Capital next Julv.
OLtia lias niot hai ani Old Boys' Reunion yet. Sone
peple may lienkinti enougli to suggest that she always
wais slwto catchi ont to anything good, but if tliat lie
thie deduction in this case, it mnay prove to lie fallacious,
as liastily dIrawnt deduetions often are. She lias been
wateliing* events and noting developmeonts, and now
stainds preparud to benefit by tIc xperiencus of others,

wa UnÎversity.-The part of the New Arts Building already
constructed and occupied.


