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Personalities and Problems
4 --- Most Rev. Dr. Paul Bruchesi

The Archbishop of Mon treal, an Ecclesiastical Statesman

THE dome of St. James is a replica, one size
smaller, of St. Peter's at Rome. Across
the park and just down the street rises the
-square Norman buttress of the new C. P. R.

extension; perhaps the biggest block of transpor-
tation offices in the world.

These two, the dome and the square tower, almost
demînate Montreal. One stands for just about al
the other doesn't-except that the dome of St.
James tacîtly symbolizes a good many millions of
wealth tied up in the city of Montreal. Quite pos-
sibly Pope Pius X. bas never heard of the C. P. R.
But if bie has we may surmise that His Grace Mon-
seigneur Paul Bruchesi has told bim. For most
assuredly the Roman Church and the C. P. R. are
two of the greatest systems under the sun.

Apart f rom its dome, St. James is net par-
ticularly handsome-though decidedly imposing.
Its twelve aposties over the front facade are quite
tawdry. The locationý is splendid. Somne sordid seul
may compute its value at s0 much a square foot,
which is the way tbey measure'real estate in Mont-
real. But if it were a million dollars a foot 'I
suppose the Church would still keep St. James
there in the middle of the town. And if one should
stand on the tip of St. James dome he might count
most cf a hundred spires and towers surmounted
by crosses.

'T HE Archbishop ]ives in one of the ugliest big
h ouses in that part of Canada; the Palace

f ronting on Lagauchetiere.St. over a stone parapet,
thrusting its surly red brick right up'to the stones
of the cathiedral. But Monseigneur Bruchesi, much
talked about In the newspapers, quite makes up by
bis charmn of personality for the ugliness of the
house bie lives in. The first time 1 called to se
him hie was too busy te bie interviewed. The priest
who tells you how busy His Grace is happens te be
a jovial, vçry likeable Irisbmasi. The Arcbbishop
likes the Irish. A. large nmiber of bis riets~ are
Irish, and a goôd mny of his churches, have n 'oth-
ing but the "St." to do with anything in France or
Italy. Ten years ago on one of lus trips te th~e
Vatican, Mgr Bruchesi being in Dublin, a guet of
the Archbisbop, visited the tomb of Daniel O'Con-
nell, from whicb hec piucked a sprig of shamnrock
and sent it te one of his Irish priests on the eve
of St. Patric's Day in the morning. And you can
tell from the bubbling enthuisiasm cf Father Mc-
Corry, who makes appoîintments for His (,race,
that the Archbishop is an immensely popular nman
with the Irish. French, Dtalian, Irish are the three
national ties thiat bind bim to, the Church.

He was born in Montreal. Most of bis éducation
bie got in Canada; at least the part that can't be
got by travelling; and the Archbishop travels a good
bit, is an excellent linguist, considerabiy cosmopoli-
tan, at college was brilliant, as a priest a mani cf
bard work, as bishop popular, as Archbishop, suc-
ceeding Mgr. Fabre in~ 1897, the youngest in that
office ever known lin America. He is still a young
mani in energy and enthusiasm. Montreal knows
bini independent cf St. James as the brigadier-
general of aIl moral reform movements, as the
friend cf clharity, as the excellent, informaI mixer
in ail functions having te do with the bettermient
cf social and religicus conditions where it's neither
Catholic nor Protestanit ner Jew, but just man te
mani working fer the good of the common weai.
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gets meutioned for Cardinal, as Mgr. Bruchesi was
a while age, you begin te asseciate him with such-
eagle-eyed dignitaries as Richelieu and Wolsey;
men who sit next te kings. 1 imagined His Grace
weuld bie a stickher fer form; for profound eti-
quette; wouhd perhaps bie intolerant cf any ama-
teurish bungling about doctrines, and surely im-
patient cf any pretense.

For ail I knew the interview mîght end twenty-
five minutes before the end cf the baîf heur he had
assigned te it. Lately there bad been more than
usual newspaper talk affecting the Church in that
part cf Canada. The elections in Quebec were
about te begin. Dewn in St. Louis division oe
Godfroy Langlois had been making merry with

"No mere autocrat on a big chair handing out d0gmas;
from purpl.-broidered robes."

the Jews. Charles Bruchbesi, brother cf the Arcb-
bishop, was one cf hie opponents. Le Pays had
been going the rouinds; perhaps heing more dis-
cussed tha*x the church papers. Educational reformn
was in the air. Day before the Archbisbep had
received at the Palace part cf the French dele-
gationî, menbers cf the French Academy, witb
speeches in tbe best of French, Mgr. Brucbesi's
as pchished as any. Two years ago, when the
municipal reforni movement struck Montreal, His
Grace bad the Church's position on the movement
enunclated from the pulpits. Hie helieves ixi keep-
ing a firrm, statesmanlike grip on bishops, priests
and people. For nowadavs there is a certain fain

steod. Mgr. Bruchesi had neyer skulked bebind
the curtain; bad neyer been content with caballing
and cloistering. He had been for the most part a
plain, obvious man, determined te keep the Cburch
on the firing fine. He had been calhed a reactionary;
but hie was ne mere autocrat on a big chair, handing
eut dogmas fremi purpie breidered robes. Often he
had been te Reome te see His Holiness tbe Pope.
In the Federal electiens hast year bie was known te
be ne enemy ef Henri Bourassa and the
Nationalîsts.

H4 ERF, be came bustling in; a long, black gown
Swith a purple fringe; an elaborate crucifix

and a tremendous ring; ne stride or stalk or heavy
port; ne eaghe eye and preud chin; a swift, suni-
shiuy, smahl-bodied man, wbe, at once sat dowu by
the wiudow and genialhy wanted te knew wbat be
was supposed te tahk about.

Mgr. Bruchesi is an excellent taîker. Tbough
his English is accented by Frencb mîxed with
Italian, it is by ne means breken and is perfectly
intelligible witb a certain cbarm.cf edge te it that
cernes frem a Latin twang. With ehoquent gestures
bie speke cf his busy life in the big city wbich as
sleepy eld Montreal he had kuewu as a child playing
under the mountain; cf the 'sixty-three parishes te
whicb new cnes are being added at the rate cf two
every meuth. By an odd mevement cf beth hands
hie pictured the planting cf a new parish whese
churcb, as bie said, was but an extension cf the
heme wbere the father is tbe first scboeh-master.
This was basic. Here was the root. Pelitics, st ate-
craft and secîological matters aIl grew eut from
this. And se far it was the priest rather than the
bishop that was talking.

"And I am sure, Arcbbisbop, that yeu still regard
Montreal as essentiahly a Frenîch city ?"

Which nowadays migbt.be censidered a.paradox,
wben yeu note bow tbe big city wîth the churches
dcotted aIl over it is ripping eut ber insides in the
name cf modemn business.,

"Yes. In 1763, when Canada, became gev.ern-
mentally English, there were 65,000 Frencb inQue-
bec. Now in Canada there are between two and
thiree millions."

l'he continuity and expansion cf the French in
Canada seemed te bie te him semethirig like the
evolution cf the original Thirteen into the United
States. 1 dîdn't ask him, but it seemed certain that
Mgr. Bruchesi was considering Canada as a tree
with a French reot. Montreal is stihl morethan
haîf French; yet a cosmopolitan city; and he spoke
cf ýthe Jews numbering more tban 40,000 there

"They are becomning very active. They are very
amibitiüus."

H4 E didn't coridein the Jews;- granting tbem equal
Srights with any other citizens cf Canada, but

net disposed to fiee tbem exempt fromChristian
observances, and unwilling te, bave themn used asa means te an end for political purpeses. Hie made
ne reference te thecir religion. It was the social
and political aspect cf the Hebrew probletn that
gave hlm concern. Neither did he mention Gedfroy
Langlois or Le Pays.

"The Jews cannot be considered as a real race,"
lie saxd, emphatxcalhy. "They are as mnany
nationalities as the lands they come from. In thîs
country thev reflect miany tendencies."

"That is they pregress, but dIo net-fuse ?"
"'It is flot possible te fuse them,"1
"Yen do net tbink se of Germans or Scan-

dinavians ?"
«That is a different matter."
"Then is there any simiarity betweeni nationaisi

among the Jews and natienalism in French-Cana.
dians?"

Againhle made it very clear:
"The Jews are not, and in tbis part cf the world

cannot bie, a nation."
There were other matters cf more direct con-

cern; and Mgr. Bruchesi hias a mmnd able te deal
withi mnany problems. Hie preferred te go back to
the tact.

"The Frencli are a case cf historical evoîntion
in this country. We should fiee that tbe genius cf
the French race is preserved hiere."

"And first of aIl the language ?-
"Ah ! Fundamental. By the Act cf British

North America Frenich bas eqxial official vaiue and


