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able to prevail -tpon -somè dther persons tdjoin tliem, whci were always.resident here,
but who are, discarded from their usual deulings on account of their bad voyages last
gear, or for othier icasons, and who of course were also in want. Of. the existence
of agreat nÉmber of thé former class in this neighbourhood we had no kaoivledge,.
and the scheme w"as concérted so privately, that we w'ere unable te take any pre-
cautions against it. They, left the provisions on our wharf, under a very slight guard,,
and w.hile they were at Gosse and Co's. the peaceable and. ordely part of the in-
habitants In our neighbourhood (stinulated perhaps a good deal by a dread that
ail the provisions would be taken away, and themselves be in want,, before the vinter
closed). rallied about us, and thus assisted, we ventured not only to turn into the
stores again our own goods from the wharf, but actually began to stop that whicli
was coming up tlie harbour from Gosse. & Co.'s, and secured a good deal of it for them-
in Oaur stores. ln our scuffle, hoiwever, we lost of our own a few.caskss gour änd 1..
firkin's butter. When things were in this state, wd were again threatcned, aîndl'in
donsequence proceeded te put our'wharf in a posture of defence, by plantingcannon,
&c. I applied to the magistrates of Ha-bour Grace, in the midst of business as .wel'
as before, who appeared to be panic struck, and did nothing'fôr our assistance.;.-but
the Catholic priest came over friom thence,and was of considerable service in caming
the tumult and recovering some of the stolen goods; but we w'ere ibliged to imount a
strong guard on the stores from that tirne until the 2th, when the sufrogate atlength
came, and appointed a committee of the respectable inhabitants te seek into and'
relieve the wants of those in distress, by whom it has since been, ascertained that a
considerable degree, of distress exists; but that there is a sufficîency of. bread and
four (and but a bare one) in the harbour, for the purposes of its inhabitants, if allow-..
anced out properly, until the time when a fresh'arrivai.of supplies.nay reasonablybe
expected, and of all other provisions a plenty. At the first meeting of this com-
mittee it was ordered, at the reconmendation of the magistrates, .that the outrageoua
conduct of the rioters shoÙld for- the present be overlooked ; that each màerchaut.should,
supply every man who had icalt with hin the past year, with the necessaries of life
at the fall prices; that a subscription shouldl be entered iuto for the. relief of those
who had no nierchants to apply to; and that the distribution of the bread andîflour,
in allowances of a sufficiency at a time'to each individual foi a month's consump!tion,
should- be in the hands of the committee. Evei thi'ng has, in consetquence of these,
regulations, been since tranquif,'but it is surprising "to observe what' à numb'ér are'
coning te claim assistance. There is no scarcity here of pork and'"btter, and I hdp
theie is enough of.bread and flour,-if manageci vith, prudence; buethe'vorst nbw is,e
that we are threatened with visits from our neighbours up the bay and dovn: the North
shor'e, nany of whôm are reported to be in great tieëd. In H arbobr Grace,. aiso,,it'
appears they are much pressed, and obliged to be on constant guard te prev nt s'
chief, but the stores have not yet been robbed there. Amongst:other eviÈ to be-
dreaded, I am seriously afraid that the seal fishing may be stoped, aid this wil deL
tainly hppcn,'if, by the tim'e preparations are iaking for the ice; tiere appeus a'
probability of spplies from horme being kept oit, 'and that the stockiii hand is smalt;
whicb itmust then be. There are rnany, as I havc before inf6imdel you, who lia.v
laid 'in their supplies for that fishery: and the fear is, that they will be called ~uyön.
forit by those who ai-e themselves incapable or unfit'to go te the ice. and who wil
uot be willing the provisions shotld' leavc-the place.

" It appears to me that the chief cause of these distressirig circumstances is t
great'- (though almost imperceptible at -the tine) infauK of strangcrs, and that in
fiutr winters we shall be exposed'to the like distress, unless protected by a strong
mîilitarj force. An application his now been made to St. Johi's for protection öf'
this kind, but the intercourse is not open by water, and it takes . long time to send
round the bay, and after all we have reason to expect but littfe helpftori-hein'jùst
now. At all events, it is incumbent upon those vho are interested in the business of
this country, to-represent in thestrongest terms the state ofthings to the Government
at home, in order that precautions may be taken against the recurrence of suclh
calamities, otherwise neithei- the .persons nqr prpçrty of'hose engàéti in trade here
wil* be sate il future.

"I hope yoù wi be .na'bcd to'seàd us sbiie supplies' of breaà-'agd four éarly.,
and also'ofoainieal, potatoë ancpdeas. Thogh it will be.for 'y to conder of
the propiriety'of 'he vessels cmmg hei-e dircct' or touching at St'. John' at ai
events, the captains òf àny vessèls comig arIyiwith'pdvisioni sho..d b. c
te avoid, 'if- possiblé' th- Soibein rs, whereIhre. s bt u

itben p rts eetýe.i i dqub %thè ià tbe.r
dêtaired.- *'tvould a~pear thec is â geñrafseßtyt to hout Misand.
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