§ . PAPERS RELATING TO TN

matter. Me further states, that the Clhapter of this Churely, side vavante, had declined to
“execute "the Decree s upon which he ex{mrt‘s ‘the Chapter of the Church of Maluga 10
“adopt the apinion of all the Prelates (thus veckoning upon theie disvbedianee,) and endea-
vours to persuade thew, that, by acting according to his advice, they wonld do-an important
serviee to religion, to the Church, and to-our BMost Holy Father, whose authority and vights
he coneedved to be, vuluerated, without thereby favouring the Lpiscopul- porcer, 1t is also
Cadded, that he had thought it his ‘duty to remonsteate (2), in the nune of his Holiness,
opposing the execution of such Decrecy, untdl the Pope had given his’ consent or appros
bation; ory in defeet of the Pope, the same were done by @ national couneil; and he,
finally, closed his letrer with a promise. of communicating to them, under the greatest
seereey, every cireumstanee, as it should take : pluce, which might contribute to regulate
o their conduet for the furare. 0 0 T T N o

- Copies of Lutters havd been also forwarded 'to me by the Rev. Bishop of Juen (3) and the
~Chapuer of Granada, sede vacunte, (4)—similar to the above mentioned, and: which, with the
sume abjeet, and under the same date, were directed to them by the most Rev. Nuncio.
From thest iv appears, that the said Nuncio, trampling on the fiese prineiples of international
Law, overlooking the boundaries of his public mission, and abusing the . veneration in-
which this pious’ people hold the Legites of the Apostolic Sce, has endeavoured - to prow
mate,, and actually has - promoted, under the clouk of Religion, the disobedience of sowme
very respectable Prelates and: Eccelesinstical bodies. to -the Deerees' und Ovders of the
CSovereign Power.  LF the most Reverend Nuncio had only intended to act as. a Legate
6l the Lloly Tather, and 1w avoid any expostulation, to which'he might conceive: himself
exposed for. his silence on the present subjeet, nothing, obstracted his way to me'through
.the mediun of the'Seerctary of State. - 1 might overlook his avoiding this regular.and |
ofticial means of communication, when he remonstrated as he thought proper upon the:
matter, and should have wtributed the informality of the conduct which_lic chose to adopt,
to inadvertency, or rather to an excess of confidence. 1 should have only paid attention o
his arguments, and, with the advice of. the supreme Congress, taken such Resolutions as
the detence of the Holy Church and the tewporal good of the State, demanded with one-

voice [rom me, _— . DR o

'

The justice of the national cause mukes me feel quite confident that, had this been, the -
case, b should have satisfactorily nnswercd e note of the mnost Reverend Nuncio, and that
T shonld have been found equal to'mect: those vague and common-place arguments,’ which
the wisdom of the most August Congress has already. defeated. : kiis uncasiness would have
been calmed when he should see” that the abolition of the Tuquisition can, by no means,
cither endanger Religion, or injure the rights of the Romay Poutifl; and that all the fears
which heentertaing on that account, for the primacy of the Holy Father, and the supreme
* authority which he holds i the Chureh, are st vain and ungrounded. - Lis qualms would
have been allayed, concerning the impropricty which he scems to find in the circiunstance
of declaring to the peyple during the celebration: of Mass, that o tribunal which was

established, and for three eenturies protected by the Popes, is uscless, injurious, and contrary |
 to the laws of the kingdom. In fine, he would have seen thit ‘the August Congress, in
- +this purely pulitical question, has acted in ‘virtue of ity sovercign authority, without injuring
in any way whatever, the rights of’ the Holy Fuather, or, much less, those of the Catholic
Church ; so thiat they 'might, cither now, or in future, be in need of the remonstrances of
 "Nuncios or Councils. .~ = L ‘ Co C
But “the private letters, which under the same dute as the note, were written Ly the
‘most Reverend Archbishop of Nicea, and the fact of his having mentioned thercin that Le.
forwarded a remonstrance to the Governuent upon'the subject, are circumstances which
clearly prove, that whilsthe betrayed the seereey which he humsell’ recommended,, hie aimed
mot merely to avoid the churge ot negligence in the tullilinent of his office, but rather to
raise in the pious clergy ot Spain, and by their meuns in the People at large, o distrust of
'the tcmporaf authoritics \vhic{x'l‘xc thas steove 1o deery ; and to check their influence over:
a class of the State, the members of which, by reason of their conspicuous rank, ought to
be true sumples of subordintion and obedience..; 0 e
- This -unlooked-for behaviour of. thie most Reverend . Nuncio, has' compromised the:
honour of the National Congress; the. sccurity of the Kingdom, the authority of the
Episcopul Order, the. true rights.of’-the Roman Pontff; and the respect .which” is due
to the Church. He, on the one hand  acknowledges in his. note.the authority -of the
Cortes, whilst.on the other, by means-of a sceret correspondence, he sows disaficction and
insubordination amongst the Spanish Clergy. - In'the character of 2 public Envoy he makes
application to the Supreme Government, cluiming redress ; whilstas an individual "Prelate
he spreads private’ letwrs tending' to the cliscrcgﬁ;‘of that very Government. © When' ad- |
dressingthe Regeney he conjures the'zeal of ‘the Ministers of Religion ;' and when speaking
‘1o those: Ministers, he insults that same Religion, by making-it ‘a -tool. to foment. the
insubordination which it condemns,  With the Government lic assumes, the “character ‘of
a delegate of the Huly Tuther, who s “thereby to” be™supposed’ incapable of ‘making
an ill mse. of ‘his ‘mission ;, with the “subjects of . that” Government, he= becomes. an -
intriguer, a’ secret’ agent ready to give them ‘private. intelligence of the” progress-of .
“that disobedience, of which-he is “the . promoter. and’ fosterer As: a° Nuncio of his:

Holiness, he affects an cager desire for'the ‘concord/of the; Empire and’ the” Priesthood s - =
* as'an’ Archbishophe strives to burst | asunder. the

“only’ bonds which keep-them together. -
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