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town now stands and surprised the guard stationed in it.
His men prepared the adjoining clearings for a camp, and
next day the leading regiments with part of the baggage-
" train appeared and occapied it. There had been a decided
change in the weather. he prolonged drouth had ended and
heavy rains had converted the road, over which long trains
of wagons and a battery of artillery had to be dragged, into
a quagmire. The distance from Four Corners to Spears
(whose lot the village of Ormstown now occupies) was only
23 miles, yet it took the army four days to cover. The route
lay through a dense bush, broken at rare intervals by the
small clearings of recent squatters. Altho the British had
been promptly notified the Americans had crossed, no effort
was made to harrass them on their march thru’ the woods.
From Spears downward, along the north bank of the Cha-
teauguay, there was a tolerably continuous succession of
clearings. Hampton had full and accurate information from
his spies of the opposition he would meet on leaving camp
at Spears.

General De Watteville had been sent from Montreal to raise
every possible obstacle to the advance of the Americans.
There was only one road by which they could come, the track
that followed the windings of the river. A number of small
creeks, in Howiug to the Chateauguay, had worn deep chan-
nels for themselves in the soft soil, so that the road crossed
a deep gulley wherever a creek was encountered. These gullies
De Watteville perceived could be converted into formidable
lines of defence, so he ordered that the trees that topped the
banks of these gullies be so felled as to form barricades and
afford shelter for the firing-line. Between what is now known
as Allan’s Corners and the foot of Morrison’s rapids, a dis-
tance of four miles, there are six of these gullies. The pre-
paration of the first three of these ravines he entrusted to
Major De Salaberry. The fourth, the most important, for it
faced the ford at Morrison’s, was assigned to Colonel Mae-
donell and his Glengarry Highlanders. The sixth line De
Watteville kept in his own charge, and here he planted-his
artillery. Altogether he had 1600 men at his command,
nearly all militia or regiments of volunteers.

Hampton saw that forcing these successive barricades of
felled trees was going to entail sacrifice of life, which he



