
TIuIE T R IB XES OF F RIE ND S

casy thing for hirn to assume positions of leadership, for lie niuch prcferred the
iiîconspicuious place. \Vhen lie faceci a eall to promnence, liowever, lie recog-
nizeci thiat auiy popularity or gifts for organization, as weIl as any maeans he had,
werc biis to bc useci for tic good of the community. His religion was of that
practical, and salle sort that influenceci bis whole course of life, and in neo way
w-as its genuinerxess proveci te, those who kuz-ew the workiligs of lus minci more
th-Iaii by the steacliness of biis devotion te those causes te which lie feit calleci of
Goci to devote luis encergies and !lis sounci business jucigment.

H1e would lie the Iast te daim amy specially brilli-ant gifts for himself. If
lie binc genlus it wvas of that type w'hich cornes froinu an jifinite capacity for taking
pzains. Otiit"-- knew lixn better in bis business and outside sccial relations than
1, but fro-. *! e tâne that 1 camne te Troronto I was intiznately relateci to hlim in our
Young MNen's Christian Association work. H1e gave m-e bis confidence andi lie
sîxaireci mine entirely. The Association furnishei li the means of self-expressiou
iii defixiite religious service which most fuliy conforineci to bis type of minci.
It presenteci te him, andi challenged. blis sacrifice by a practicai programme
cliargeci with. biglier idealisin. H-e fittcd inte tie Associations sceeme of things
!)y vhIiclî it constant.ly seeks to barness the resources of the comxnunity andi of
the nation iii manbood with ail its varied capacities andi mea-ns to the m-ost vital
task of training the boyhIood and young manhooci of our tixne for the service
cf the home, Uic Cliurch, the znation and the world. ]3ecause of the intensity of
bis devotion ho these ideals lie founci the Association and the fellowship formnec
iîî it ani open driorway te otîzer fields of usefuincess. le wvas net sï>w te confess
iliat .)y ii lus elp, or ratlier by the surrender o! bis very self to what lie
keit calleci te do, Iiis own lufe v;asq enil.rgeci aucd deepeneci. It is always se. If
a manl lives selfislly andi narrowly, the years bring nothing to himi that is really
wvortlipsesig The nuationu whichi lives for itself, sluielded from lian, out of
the current of the world'!; life, detacheci from aîuy vital contact withi the wvorld's
uiiost intricate andi vital problenms, inevitably sinks into a spiritual lethargy that
is but a p*reniolitory syinptou o! spiritual death. The pbilosophy of Christ is
1)rovecl by -ail litiunan history-hhe way te save ene's life is to lose it, andi the only
wvay tau kcep it in ail its best qualities is io -ive it away. How slow of lîeart we
-ire to believe it, andi yet to-day iii hhinking of our friend we know iL is true auud that
to the ineasure in which, by God's grace, lie was enabieci te, approacli this luigh
ide.-l. to just that degrce lias lie influenceci our personal, and our coinmunlity life.

I Westminster Abbey thiere us a mnonument to john. WUesley andi upon it
these wvords: "'Goci hunes bis worknicen but caiTies on bis work." Yes, but
Goci calAs now as ilvavs for ineni of vision, sanity, consecration, leadership, 1.o

wokforanuc vith. 1Hin ini Uic red=mptioni andci levation e! tuie wonld. May it
flot lie iluat this sense o! loss to whici wve give iiperfect utterance t4o-day is God's
cail to ail of us te sec te it tlnît tic break iii the ranks is more than. made up by
our reicwed andi deepecr conlsecratiorn te thue haskzs that lie near our bauids iii the
Cîxurcil. the Young M.N-eiu's Christian. Association, hue life of this wonderful city
andi ef tlue Dominion in whiclî we live, iii the Enupire and ini duc worlcl.

Goci luelp uis that we inay net lic dca!, or lieaniiiîg the lieaveinly veice andi sec-
ing nmore clearly tic iucavenly visionu o! God's programme for our lives, we niay net
he( dis-obecdient in, follouing Our frienci as lie followcd Christ.


