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îluïiIy-veit<l wnhelief, sj>rings froni ivant of thought, froîil ne(glect Of thitt

painstaking investigation which SO svrious a question as the lDivine authority

of the teacliing of Scr ilaure regarding life and (luty and hioliness should

receive at the hands of IvCver fair xiindi(ed-nian. \Vhat is wanted to counter-

act this tenclency amnong a certain class of thinkers to bc fousid iii Christian

Churches at î>resent is to show miOre vlearly and fully fromn the pulpit that

the essential truîths of Scripture are the goal to whicli the highest and best

reason lias ht-en struggýlingý ineffectually in ail ages, and that they develop iii

those wvho incorporate thern into their intellectual and spirituial nature the

healthiest andl most robtist and attractive character.

Sonie, again, are infitienced to break loose froni the faith through

intellectual pridv. They imiagine that it is indicative of intellectual freedoi

to discard heliefs wilui liave» corne down fromn a remnote Past ini f1vour of the

advanced rhoughr. of our lime. But advanced thinking is iiot always correct

thinking ,and the new religions icleas wvhich. are bidding for the suffrages of

iiankind are in niany cases only the resurrected formis of thought which were

once arrayed against the faith delivered 10 the saints, but which werc long

since gibbeted and buiried and ail but forgotten. 'rhey have been set forth

in nmodern literary dress, and are captivating and enslaving those îvhose

weakness is a desire to be regarded advanced thinkers. 1 will not say one

%vord to discourage you froni keeping abreast of the intellectual tide that is

every day reaching a bicher point, but 1 ask youi to renember that' truc pro-
gress, genuine developinient, fruitful evoitition in knowledge, growth of mind

and heart, is not attained by ignoring, or forgetting, or despising, truths which

have been the strength and îtay of hunianity, which have inspired nations

with a new life and transfornied barbarisni into civilisation, but in holding

reverently to theni, while at the sanie timne gladly accepting any new light

which nîay bring out their intrinsic grandeur and value more clearly. Let

our progress be wvhat it nmay, if it be real progress, we shall neyer outgroîv

the teaching of Scripture wvhich is adapted not to one age only but to every

age. It is ever fresh, and it as fully rneets the needs of the human heart to-

day as it did when the Apostles ivent forth proclaiming it to be the only

remedy for a despairing pagan Nvorld, and on ail sides men eagerly accepted

it and hope kindled their eyes with joy.

Others give up the faith that.they niay escape its restraints uipon their

sins. Its spirit is a loud rebuke against unholy living and wrong-doing. Its


