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FHE GRAIN GROWERS' GUIDE

Protection : the Curse of Canada A sitvesos

EDITOR'S NOTE ... We are very glad 1o be able (o publish the following contribution
on the Tariff Question. Mr. Stevenson has recently had an epportunity o study
the il guestion in the Ol Country and brings valuable information 1o our
renders. We should be very glad 1o have our readers 1o study thelr own house.

naes and see how much the tarill conts them per year. A copy of the

Lariff s je may be secured from the Department of Customs, Ottawa. By
studying (he schedule and applying it 1o the farmers’ accounts, some valuable

lessons may be

LL protection s monally ss well
o ecunomically had. It s of
the tendencies of the system that
I speak, which operate various
upon mosl men  wae
spon some men, Bol st all; and surel
that system cannot be good which makes

unetousdy

an individual or st of individuals live
& the resources of the community and
canses him relatively e diminish that
store which duty to his fellow citisens

and their equal rights should teach him

by his contributions | augment
Rt Hen W E Gladstone

These are stirving ec.nomie Limes in
which we live. In the mother couniry

s wealthy and influential class is engaged

in & setious attempt 1o destray the free

F. B MACLENNAN
Member of the Mamtoha Flevator Commumn

trade system which has given her sixty
years of prosperity. In the United States
there is 1o be seen a stern uprising against
the oppression of organized wealth work
ing through a high protective tariff.  Even
Australia meditates some fiscal innovation
which will at least serve to show that
protection and socialism are twin sisters
Canada, alone, of all the great Anglo-Sazon
countries, seemingly basks in fiscal self-
satisfgftion and passively accepts the
existing system as the last word in econo-
mic success. But it is surely folly of
& preverse type to abstain from self.
inspection when the two nations with
whose destinies that of the Dominjon
i* most closely linked, are engaged in
taking stock of their fiseal position
A change in the policy of either cannot
fail to have its effect on Canada and for
this reason it is a matter of peculiar
urgency that the public opinion of this
eountry, and in particular of the western
provinces should be directed to its fircel
problems

It is therefore the humble purpose of
the writer, who is neither an academic
economist nor a parly politician to
mitiate a dispassionate examination and

review ol our existing protective system
partly in the hope of inducing each reader
to lay sside party prejudices and frankly
consder how he himeell and his countr)
stand 1o lose or gain by the tanilf, and part
Iy with »

view of sseertaining whether

there = deeprovted sentlimenl n

any

favor of Tree trade sibie in the prairie
provieess.  Not that Canads lacks seun

mists of every shade and opinien and
degree of ability but unfortunately

her present politicians are ot the men |
sndertake an)
of the opinw
of the professors and journalists whe are
most Btted for the task are always in »
community of priibeal y viewed, o
not with disdain, ot ERTRIN suspicion

el

duspassionate enlicroms

nalional economrs aned the
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WO GRANAM
Momber of the Mantoba Fie vator Commason
as  impractical theories. The Libers!

party at Ottawa still gives lip service to
the cause of free trade, bul even now
many Liberal papers are engaged in a
heroie effort to prove that Mr. Fielding
made no real concessions in the recent
negotiations with Washington. Further
negoliations are in sight and our feeal
future will largely depend on the result
The country is outwardly presperovus
and its material progress, assisted by
bonused capital, is nothing short of won-

derful. But beneath the surface pros-
perity there is & dim consciousness in
the minds of many sane and serious
men that all is not well in Canada’s

household and that grave dangers which
cannot be shirked await us. Of these
dangers, the economic and political
results of protection are the chief source
and the charge is pot hard to prove
Under protection our political life has
gradually decayed and stagnated year by
year until it has become a by-word,
even in the Dominion itselfl for corruption
and futility. The cost of living s in-

ereasing by leaps and bounds. Trusts
and combines flourish on every side
but scarcely a voice—Dr. Clarke. of

Red Deer, s a8 honorsbie snception. —
e heard in the Ottaws wildernoss sttack
ing the well spring of the greater portion
of these undoubted evils, the protective
tant

The number of free trade malcontents
that one merts in private life in the Went
w enormous, but they are at present dumb
souls without & voier 1o make their forl
ings known I free trade sentiment s

dumb during the progress of Sornl
segotistions by the Mitaws suthorities
Mo mere than eertain that the

pre
be sllent o inactive
and the man whe presses his case frmly
and persistontly has even the better
chance of vietory It s, therelore, »
simple duty for thase whoe have the free
trade cause at heart Lo endeavor Lo stime
Iste s adberents

tectionisd will st

e some definite
sction. The farmers form by far the
mosl important clement in our Canadian
sockely and with them les the hope
of free trade as they are the foremont
sufferers under protection Therelore the
writer has chosen Tue Guion, the leading

wan of the Western farmers for the pur
pose of reviewing and riamining the
whole question of the tARR. 11 there are
any readers who believe in the feasibility
of & sonpolitical movement (o seure
Free Trade by means of Free Trade
Leagues and  an  active  propagands
& knowledge of their enthusiasm snd
promie of their support will be avlcomed

Adam Smith still retaine his pride of
place among econom s and the innate
common sense of the doctrines evolved
m his “Wealth of Nations™ is no low
potent today than it one hundred
years age.  Conssderable use will be made
of that work, and the Canadian fiscal
system will be examined in the light of
his mazime.  Reference will also be made
o the contents of “Sisty Years of Pro
tection in Canada,” by Edward Porritt
a most seathing indictment of the system
which some philanthropist ought o
puablish ina cheap e lition and ales of Prof
Shoe d Nicholsn s “ Project of Empire,’
wherein he discusses the possibilities and

sdvantages of Free Trade within the
British Empt

was

Canada is everlastingly paraded as an
example of a counlry prospecing under
the blessing s of protection and as & model
for » I.uh-un: and  decadent mother
country to imitate.  In point of fact thee
is probably no moe awful evample
of & blight of & ta-iff system upon a demo
eracy. Protection was introduced by
Sir John A. Mascdonald st & time when
the eastern provinces were lemporarily
stagnant as a result of the extraordinary
development of the middle western states
which had attracted the more
clement of the younger generation of
Canadians. A similar development in
the Northwest is now.repaying Canada
for her past losses and this cause of com-
plaint has passed away. It was reason-
able thit the more southerly region of
North Ameriea  should secure the first
attention of these immigrants, But Can.
ada was impatient and eager to hasten
the day of her prosperity. Protection
had a temporary but expensive success
but was already beginning to break
down when Sir Wilfrid Laurier was re-
turned on & Free Trade platform in 1800

However the protected interests had
prepared against the day of adver.
sity and by

supporting its exchequer
during the campaign, had secured power.
ful allies in the Liberal party. As & result
Free Trade pledges were forgotien and
the party conscience salved by the in-
troduction of the British preference,
which is not so much the loyal offering
of a daughter state as the hall-hearted
sttempt to fulfil & promise to relieve
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the Canadian consumer from the manufae-

turers’ tyranny
At this juncture by a lucky accident
for the protectionists, other economic

and natural forces asserted themselves.
The West began its era of amazing devel-
opment. Prosperity turned the heads of
men from politieal problems and pro-
tectign has survived to obtain a whelly
undeserved credit for Canada’s material
success. A commercial boom in & new
country seems never Lo fail to leave
& toilsome trail on its public life, The
prize of the game of development attracts
the best brains of the community and the
government of Lhe state is left Lo less wor-
thy men whose errors and extravagances
are forgotien in the general prosperity.
Such has been the fate of Canada sinee
1896, and the protectionists have used
their opportunity to entrench themselves
in the commonwealth and claim for them-
selves the sanctity of an ancient and well
tried iostitution. The situstion thus
created has been enormously profitable toa
limited class of the community, but that
it has been and still is & national disaster
is 2 matter of easy proof to impartial men




