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• system whirl* kee given kef sixty 
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there b to be seen e «tern uprising egaintt 
Ike oppression of organised weellh work
ing through e high protective tariff Keen 
Australia meditates some fiscal innovation 
which will el least serre to show that 
protection eed socialism are twin sisters. 
Canada, alone, of all the great Anglo-Sat#** 
reunifies, seemingly banks in fiscal self- 
satisfaction and pensively accepts the 
cabling system as the last word in econo
mic success But it is sufely folly of 
a preverse type to abstain from self- 
inspection when the two nations with 
whose destinies that of the Dominion 
ie most closely linked, are engage#! in 
taking stock of their fiscal position 
A change in the policy of either cannot 
fail to hare its effect on Canada and for 
this reason it is a matter of peculiar 
urgency that the public opinion of this 
country, and in particular of the western 
provinces should be directed to its fire*! 
problems

It ie therefore the humble purpose of 
the writer, who ie neither an academic 
economist nor • party politician to 
initiate a dispassionate examination and bnl scarcely a
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as impractical theories. TW Libera1 
party at Ottawa still gives lip service to 
Ike came of free trade, bnl even now 
many Liberal papers are engaged in • 
heroic effort to prove tWt Mr. Fielding 
made no reel concessions in tW reccet 
negotiations with Washington. Further 
negotiations are in eight and ear fiscal 
future will largely depend an tW result 
The country is owtwardly prosperous 
and its material prngrias. assisted ky 
bon used rapital. b nothing short of won
derful. But beneath the surface pros
perity tkere is a dim consciousness in 
tW minds of many sane and serions 
men that all b not well in Canada's 
household and that grave daageit which 
caaaot he shirked await us. Of these 
dangers, the economic and political 
results of protection are the chief source 
a ad the charge is pot hard to prove.

I'ader protection our political life has 
gradually decayed and stagnated year by 
year until it Ws become a by-word, 
evew ia the Dominion itself for corruption 
and futility. The cost of living is in
creasing by leaps and bounds. Trusts 
and combines fioerisk ee every .ride

Dr. Clarke of

actum The farmers form ky far Hr 
amb important rtrmeet Bn ear C anadian 
sursrty and with tWm lies ike Wpv 
of free trade as they are tW f nee most 
■efirren wader protection. Therefore Ike 
enter has «Were Tea lie ma. tW I i **ag 
organ ef ike Western farmers far ike per- 
pose ef revirwiwg and eanmieieg Ike 
• Wle quest be of tfcr tariff If there are 
any renders eW believe in tW IfsaMkl)
•4 a ann-pnlitical movement to seven 
Free Tmde by means of Free Trade 
leagues and an active propaganda, 
a knowledge of their rwtknssasm and 
promise of their support will be welcomed

Adam Mmitk still retains kb pnde el 
place among resanm sts and the innate 
fwmmoe sense of the doctrines evolved 
•a bis ** Wealth of Nations” b no less j 
potent today Ikae it was owe hundred 
years ago < œeideraMe wee will be mad»
•f tWt work, and the C anadian fiscal 
system will be » ta mined in the light of 
hb masime Reference will also W made 
to the contents of "Hilt» Years of Pro
tection m C anada.** by Kdward Porritt. 
ssei scathing indictment of ike system 
•kirk some philanthropist ought to 
publish in a cheap e lit be ee l also of Pmf 
Mh e d Nick*ds»m’# ** Project <»f F.twpire, " 
wkeceie he dbenaaes ike possibilities and 
advantages of Free Trade within the 
British Rmpt e

C anada is everlastingly paraded as an 
«•sample of a country pmepe-ieg under 
Ike blessings of protection and as a model 
for a backward and decedent mother 
«■owulry to imitate In point of fart the r 
is probably no not awful esample 
of a Might «if a ta-iff system upon a demo
cracy Protection was introduced by 
Mir John A Meardonald at a time when 
the eastern provinces were temporarily 
stagnant as a result of tW ewtmordieary 
development of the middle western states 
whirl* had attracted the more vigorous 
element of the younger generation of 
raaadiaas. A similar de vehement in 
the Northwest b now-repaying Canada 
for her past loasrs and this cause of com
plaint has passed away. It was reason
able tbit the mors southerly region of 
North America should secure the first 
attention of these immigrants. But Can
ada was impatient and eager to hasten 
the «lay of her prosperity. Protection 
had a temp«»rary but expensive success 
but was already lieeianing to break 
down when Mir Wilfrid Warier wns re
turned on a Free Trade platform in MWI 
However the protected interests had 
prepared against the day of adver
sity and by supporting its esrbequer 
during the campaign, bad secured power
ful allies in the Liberal party. As a result 
Free Trade pledges were forgotten and 
the party conscience salved by the in- 
troducti#»n «if the British preference, 
which is not so much the loyal offering 
of a daughter state as the half-hearted 
attempt to fulfil a promise to relieve
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Ike Canadbn consumer from Ike manufac
turers' tyranny.

At this juncture by n Inshy ssddml 
for tkc protectionists, other economic 
sad natural forces asserted themselves 
TW West liegaa iU era of a mating devel
opment. Prosperity turned the heads ef 
men from p«diti«ul problems and pro- 
tertiyp has survived to olitsis a wholly 
HBdeaervwd erwdR for Canada's mnlriinl 
swerves. A commerrml Imom in a new 
cuntry seems never to fail to leave 
a toilsome trail on its public life. The 
prise of the game of developasent attracts 
the beet brame of the community end Ike 
government of the state is left to less wor
thy mew whose errors aad extravagances 
are forgot tea ie Ike general prosperity.

Much has been the fate of Canada staor 
Ifififi, and the protectionists have seed 
their appert wait y In aatr sash tWmselvcs 
in the commonwealth and claim for them
selves the sanctity of an ancient and well 
tried institution. TW situation thus 
created has been enormously profitable to a 
limited class of the commueity. but that 
it has been and still b a national disaster 
b s matter of easy proof to impertbl men


