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f) Mn. CiuinMAN, I.adibs, und Gentlemen,—

In nppcnrhig before vou on tlio present occa-

sion, 1 have first to iipolugiso to you, for tho dis-

appointment which, two weeks iigo, uniivoidiihle

circumstuncus compelled mo to ciiuso you. 1 as-

ure you, that the accident of an uncommonly
sadden change of weather, combined with other

impediments, which prevented my fulfilling my
engagement nt that time, was to luu ii source of

very great regret; and you will readily under-

Htand that it must have been more peculiarly so,

from the circumstance, that although I have ad-

dressed many audiences in various parts of the

world, yet 1 never disappointed an audience be-

fore, ilowevcr, I believo you will perhaps think

with me, that the disappointment then involun-

tarily inflicted on you will be compensated, and

my Address to you rendered more agreeable by

the postponement; inasmuch as, since that time,

I have obtained the piirmission of His Excellency

tho Lieutenant Governor and other authorities, to

lay before you an abstract of my enqniries with

regard to the Agricultural capabilities of this I'ro-

vince, as comprised in my written Report. If I

had addressed you when first intended, it would
have been only on more general topics ; topics,

perhaps more familiar to you, but less interesting

in the discussion than that which I shall now pre-

sent to your notice; and, therefore, wo may be
induced to believe, that that disappointment, like

ir iny other casual vexations and grievances in

lite, was really intended for our good.

I have been so much occupied, during the last

six weeks, in putting together the rrsults of my
observations and enquiries in this Province, in

the form of a Report, that 1 have had no oppor-

tunity to prepare any thing special for this even-

ing; but I propose to give you a brief outline of

the direction of my enquiries and of the results

obtained from them. This I shall do in plain,

homespun language, devoid of ornament or ima-

gery, so that you may easily understand the sub-

ject; and you will then make allowance for any
want of strength or polish, and for the absence

of flowers of language and oratory.

In looking at the Agricultural capabilities ofany
country, it is of the greatest consequence to a per-

son taking a general view of it, to have an idea,

before-hand, of what is the Geological structure

of that country. In my former address in this

place, it will be remembered by those who were
present, that I drew the attention of the audience

to this point; that a knowledge of the geological

structure of a country is of the greatest possible

consequence, to ennble any one to arrive at any-

thing like general conclusions with regard to the

agricultural capabilities of that country. When
I tell you, that from an in<;pection of the geologi-

cal maps of other countries', countries which I

l^nya nfit nsr'i>mil!" visited I ani ensDleu to

judge of the agricultural capabilities of those

countries, and not only to judge of those capo-

bilitius us a whole, but airo to lusiruct others as

to the kinds of husbandly most suited to the va-

rious soils of such countries, you »Ill have an

idea of the value of a knowledge of what is cull-

ed the geological structure of n countrv ; and
this knowledge you may ubtaiu by looking at

geological maps. If you look at this Geological

Alap of tho Province of Ncw-Brunewick now ex-

hibited before you, (which I have had prepared,

to attach to my own Report on this Province,)

you will see, that tlioro are various portions of

Its surface coloured with different colours; und

those colours represent the ditVcrent species of

rocks which prevail in the various districts of the

Province. ISow you all know, that if you dig

beneath the surface of the earth at any place,

you will come, nt a lesser or greater depth, to

tho solid rock. The solid rock varies in species

in various parts of every country, and Geologists

have given dillerent names to iho various species

of rocks, such as sandstone, trap, grey-wacko,

limestone, and many others. This system of the

various kinds of rocks constitutes what is culled

"geological formation ;" and this geological for-

mation or structure of a country is exhibited in

maps by ditlereiit colours, the various colours re-

presenting the various geological formations or

species of rocks. The map now before you thus

exhibits the geological formations that occur in

tho Province ofNew-Urunswick ; and I have been

anxious to embody in one map all the informa-

tion hitherto collected as to the geological forma-

tion of this Province, by previous investigators

as well OS by myself Ur. Gesner has often ad-

dressed you from this place on this subject : ho

was employed for several years at tho expeii-^e

of the Province in making geological explorations

of the country, und he published a series of re-

ports of the results of his enquiries, which no

doubt contain many valuable facts and observa-

tions. But unfortunately, tho' those facts arid

observations are to a certain extent embodied in

this map, yet it is still exceedingly incomplete.

I have had all the available observations of Dr.

Gesner, as well as my own observations and

those of Dr. Robb embodied in this map ; and

although it is still incomplete, yet it will afford

more Iniormalion on the subject than has ever

yet been obtained; and hero I cannot help re-

marking, that a large amount of valuable infor-

mation on this head is deposited in the Crown
Land Office of this Province, and it seems to me
sf-prising, that information for which such large

sums have been paid by the Provincial Govern-

ment, should up to this moment have lain hidden

in a Government office.

Wo have now noticed the fact of the various

kinds of rock : the next principle to consider is,

that every rock with which we are acquainted

»

when exposed to the action of the air, gradually


