Mr. Speaker, we ought not to allow ourselves to
focus exclusively on nuclear and strategic arms questions as
:f they constituted the totality of East-West relations.
True, these issues have inescapably become the central
elerment of this relationship, but they should not be seen in
isolation from the broader context. There are other areas of
arms control, most notably in relation to chemical weapons,
where there is ground for cautious optimism. Further, we
understand that on human rights questions and on a range of
pilateral matters, prodress continues to be made. Mr.
Speaker, I should add that I was encouraged by my own talks
On buman Rights with Soviet Foreign Minister Shevardnadze,
wher he visited Ottawa. Our discussion was frank and more
open than I believe has been the case before. Canada
believes Progress here and on regional issues is essential to
enable us to establish trust in each others intentions. This
process of building trust is far from finished.

Peace and security require patience and
persistence. Emotional swings between exaggerated
expectations and gloomy foreboding do not facilitate the
necessarily careful and painstaking way in which difficult
policy choices must be tackled.

As both the Prime Minister and I have made clear,
the USA and USSR have made remarkable progress on the central
arms control and disarmament issues over the past months.
They are still seriously engaged in the task of seeking
compreomise on remaining areas of disagreement.

We are encouraged by the public undertakings of both
the President and the General Secretary to build on the
progress which was achieved at Reykjavik. The resumption
iast Wednesday in Geneva of the Nuclear and Space
Negctiations can only be regarded as nore good news,

The superpowers have succeeded in bringing a major
armg control agreement tantalizingly close.

We can't stop here. We must move ahead. Arms
coritrol 1s a fragile process. Its environment must be
protected. It is therefore doubly important that all actions
be resisted which might be seen as weakening or unravelling
the existing international framework on which East-West
relations and arms control are built.

Much attention has been focused on SDI and the ABM
treaty. The Geneva negotiations will need to resolve the
differences that continue to exist here. Progress in other
areas should not he held hostage to the resolution of these
difficulties. Our European allies are especially concerned
with Intermediate Nuclear Forces. Canada would like to see
an agreenent in this area as well as in the area of strategic
weapons, which threaten us directly.



