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Still far is the South is the sunshine of‘

Spring ;

Protty snowdrep, then tell me what |

bringeth thee bere ?
What tewpts thee thy fairy-like Sowers to
fling -
Ou the snow-drift and storm, when all
nature is drear ?

Ob, wert thou too weary of Winter's long
night ?
Did a chence ray of sunshine thine in-
stinet beguile ?
Or vanity tempt thee, in garment of white ?
To mock at the snow-flake, less bright
thap thy smile ?

Al no! Pretty snowdrop, forgive me the

thought ;
While thy white bud so meekly, so trem-
blingly bends,
No Fancy, by Folly or Vanity taught,
With thy musings of besatiful purity

Sy gt il Ny AR P

< q;ut rﬂtI:;r, wethinks, ‘tis to solace the weary,

On the bosom of Wister thou lovest to
bloom ;
To teach us, no r js ever so dreary
But s flower may be springing to brighten
its gloom.

Like the snow that lies heavy upon thy frail
flower,
Desolation sod grief on our bosom msy

ress,
And colder than thou in thine ice wreathed
bower,
Are they that can find not a friend to
oaress.

Then why should we shrisk, while thy deli-
cate form
Is safe in His eare from the wiogs of the
blast ?
Why lift not our hearts ia the midst of life's
storm,
Aud our hopes and our fears on his ten-
derness cast ?
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Relig‘nl; tion Of the lm.utry

The Maedonald-Administration no longer
exists!| The pegotistions instituted with s
view to strengthen the Ministry in Lower
Cavads were pot successful, and yesterdey
morping, at half past ten, s Cabinet Counnell
was held to eonsider what course should be
adopted. The result arrived at was & unani-
mous determination to resign offics. Ae
cordingly, st one o'clock, the Premier wait-
cd on the Governor General, and placed in
His Excellency’s hands the resignations of
anll the members of the Cabinet, His Ex-
cellency was pleased to the resigna-
tions, and the Ministers oaly hold office pn-
ti} their sucoersors have been sppoipted.

Shortly after one o'clock the Goveroor
(Genera! was pleased to send for the Hon.
A.J. Ferguson Blair, asd to ehsrge that
pentleman with the formation of s mew Ad-
juinistration. Mr. Blair asked time to oon-
rult bis political friends, snd to this His
Kxcellency at once assented. Mr, Blair
proceeded forthwith to plase bimself in com-
juunication with 8is E, P, Tache, but that
jcentleman being absent from towu be had to
he communicated with by telegraph at St.
'Thomas. An answer was received from Sir
Xtienne last night that be would return to
()uebec to-day.

What success may sttend Mr. Blair's ap-
Jlicstion to Bir K, P, Teche, or what ohm
the reconstiuction msy tske should
yuovement prove successfal, it is, of course,
impossible to ssy, We ocsn but wait ps-
tiently tho eourse of events for an snswer to
1hese queries. But assuredly this faet is
certain, that no Mipistry csn bs econsiruot-
od with u prospeet of long life before it, that
does not dea) with the question of represen-
1ative reform. It may be that the new Gov-
croment, like she ope that bas just expired,
will leave this great question in ‘?'am;
und even then, if composed of men of integ-
yity and ability, prepared to desl esrnestly
wnd firmly with the financial questions now
Jressing for solution—we do not doubt that
1t will be sustained by s working msjority of
the present House. But, assuredly, the
Lest mea among its su rs from U
Capads will do so with reluctance—will do
¢0 simply because they know not how to do
Letter, and will do so with the determinasion
of demsnding s just share of representstion
for Upper C on sll occasions and st all
Jiagards.

The Maedonsld-Dorion Administration
}:as not enjoyed s long existence, and s very
brilliant esreer wes not, under the ecircum-
stances, witbin the seope of possivility, But,
io the praetical routine of sdmistering pub-
lic affuirs, bas earned the hearty gratitude
of the public, Retrenchment in the putlie
cxpenvﬁtnm bes been eoffected by it to s

4 lurge enousl smount; mspy useless offices

bave been abolished ; and ot s fow flagrant
sbuses in tb:dplblh servige bave been ex-

osed snd redressed. The Jesson teaght

t to unfaithful snd inefiieient officials, wi
long exercise & sslutary throughout
our eountry, y
8 total sbsonce of the jobbery snd corruption
that so disgraced our eoustry for -and
years—but there bas pervaded the who
proceedings of the Maodonald-Sicotte Gov-
ernmest 8 degree of fidelity and esréfulness
in dealing with the public moneys altogether
commenduble, We had not unfrequently
to dissent from the of the Govern
ent that bas just expired ; but, under sli
1he circumstances of the situstion, we esn-
not but feel that the eountry has desp osuse
to regret that it was not permitted o com-
plete the measuzes of reform on whish it bad
entered,—Globs,
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Be Punctual

By punetuslity we do not mess the mere-
Jy beiog in time for dinpers, &e.,
but that spirit out of which pupetuslic
grows—thst love of , precision sp
vigor which makes efficiont men sod women
~—the determination thet what you bave 10
do shall be done, in spite of all petty obsta-
cles, and finished off st oncs wnd fioally.
We boliuodnnium told of Nelson

Lanark Couneil.
Middleville, 8th March, 1864.

Parsusnt to sdjournment the ﬁnmpd’ i
Couneil of Lanark Towuship met this day,
Oounsillors all
hT_'ho ;n:::m of last session of Couneil

vi read, approved and signed, the
fo“llz:fn; documents were presented and
read :—

Petition of George Dodd and others, pray-
ing the couneil 1o divide the 3rd roed divi-
sion of Bth oon. live, the 4th division to ex-
tend from the 22ad lot to the head of the
eon. line.

Aocsount of Commissioner MoLachlan.

Petition of Henry Butloch and others,
praying the couneil to constitute the peti-
tioners s pew road division of the 4th eon-
oersion line, on the ples that the petitiosers
have mo interest ia the roads to their
statute labour is appli

Petition of George A. Tensant, for the
office of Assessor, and proffering to discharge
its duties for $30.

. . y
velioved from the office of Assesser, on ac-
count of ill health.

Petition of Robert Mo¥es, praying to be
included 1n the 3rd road division of the 9th
*Mr. Campbel

£, pbell gave
s miesere “f?‘ confirming
law iding 88 awar
srbitration for the settlement of mstters in
difference between the municipalities of the
Township and Village of Lanark,

Mr. Mathie gave netice of his intention
to move, at next session of eouncil, for an
enquiry iote the finsncisl eondition of this
muh‘:dity, with s view to aseertain if the
dewand, on the part of government for in-
terest upon railrond debentures can be met
without s special levy therefor.

Oan the motion of Mr. Campbell, second-
ed by Mr. Yuill, snd carried, for the first
resding ; on the motion of Mr. Mathie, sec-
onded by Mr. Campbell, snd carried, for the
second reading ; and on the motion of Mr.
Reid, seconded by Mr. Yuil, and ecarried,
for the third reading sod ing, the by-
law providing for an award of arbitrstion
for settling the matters in difference betweea
the municipalities of the Township ard Vil-
lage of Lanark, was read s first, sesond and
third time and 5

Petition of Edward Hopkins and others,
prayiog the couneil not to grant the prayer
of the petition of James MeGee, and otbers,
for the stoppiog up of 8 road lesding through
the farm of James MeGee, and olaiming that
great publie ineonvenience would result from

such Bg up.
by Mr. Mathie, seconded by Mr.

Mow.
Campbell, that the prayers of the petitions
Robert

o!GoorﬁDoddu sod others, and
McFee be granted. Carried.

Petition of Willism Aitken snd others,
praying the oouneil to unite the 3rd and 4th
road divisions of the 11th eon. line, on the
ples that the aggr pumber of days of
nultw;.:ubour (;f“ 3“4«; road division is
only fourteen, utterly insdequate to

the roads of the division in repair.

otition of John Campbell fur the offies

of Assessor

Mr. Mathie moved, seconded Mr.
Yuil, that the resignation of the of
Assessor,’be for the reasons adduced by hum,
sccepted. Carried.

Mr, Campbell moved, seconded by Mr.
Yuil, that the prayer of the petition of W.
Aitken and others be granted. Carried.

Mr, Reid moved, seconded by Mr. Yuil,
that, as it is evident that George Temnant
in proffering to dissharge the duties of As-
sossor for the smsll sam of $30, eould not
be aware of the large inerease of labour con-
ncoted with the ofiee, arizing from the pro-
visions of the Militis Aet, therefore to
ssve bhim from a certain loss the pray-
or of his petition be refused. Car.

Mr. Yuil moved, seconded by Mr. Reid,
that the prayer of the petition of Henry
Bullock and others be granted. Car.

Mr. Mathie meved, seconded by Mr.
Reid, that the prayer of the petition of
Jobn Campbell be granted. Car.

Re of Bridgs Commissioners Foley
snd Iter.

Mr. Campbell moved, seconded by Mr.
by Reid, that the petition of £d Hop-
kius and others lie over for 4 meaths.

Mr. Mathie moved in smendment, sec:
onded by Mr, Yuil, that the reconsideration
of the petition of James MoGee and others
ukeg[::o at the April session of eoupeil
mddt st Jawes Mf be notified to sus-
pend any measures for opening the original
allowapee for road. S e

A tie having occurred on the amendment
snd also oo the original motion, the Reeve
decided in favor of the smendment.

Mr. Yuil moved, seconded by Mr. Mathie
that the spplieation cf the contraeter for
buildiog the Town Hall, for interest apon
the notes granted to him the Maunieipal
eouneil ja 1863, be , snd the notes
altered acoordingly, in view of the evidenee
of the olaim sdduced before this eouneil.

N ‘Campbell requested the Y.
£, eas and
Nsys on the foregoing resolution to be
recorded

Yeas—Messrs; Matbie, Yuil and Reid.

Nays—Mr. Campbell,

Mr., Mathie moved, seconded ty Mr.
Campbell, that the report of commissioners
Foley and Coulter be asd an order
msade for psyment. Carried.

Mr, ‘Campbell moved, seconded by Mr.
lulthio,dmuordor be made for payment
of
o i Camplt maned, onsaiod by 3

r. r,
Mathie, that contractor M. Kirdie be paid
the sum of £20, as value for amount ot con-

Reskin's acet. for imspeetion pleption

Imthn two inns may be licensed in the
iy,
Mr. Mathie gave netice of his intention
:intmdm,n;ﬁln-iond il, a by-
w {0 provide for the appointment of Path-.
masters, Pound-keeperr, and Fence-viewers,
and of a by-law providing for the amend-
ment of a by-law passed by this council fer
the appointment of certain munisipal officers
for the year 1864.
bO’;ﬂ\;nﬂ}oﬂ of Mr. Mathie, seconded

r. Yail, for the first reading, and ear-
n’ad;onthnoﬁonoflr. Cam
onded by Mr. Reid, for the reading,
and carried ; and on the metion of Mr. Yaui
seconded Mr. Reid, for the

James Rank, as Assesser from

Campbell,

tee of the wh ;
financial affairs of the muaicipality, and that
Mr. Yuil be chairman % i

The committee produced a report shew-
iog that, after prcviding for all pressnt lis-
biliti-, s balanes of $113.74 remmins on
hsp

Mr. Mathia moved, seconded by Mr.
Campbell, that the foregoing report be
adopted, 28d that the clerk be instructed to
examine the data upon which it is based
for its versifieation before the next mesting
of gouneil. Car.

Mr. Mathie moved, seconded by Mr. Yuil,
that the Reeve furnish the clerk with an
order to draw the 1st instalment of the debt
due this mubnicipality by that of the village
of Lanark, as awarded by arbitration, and
that the Clerk -psy the same over to the
Treasurer. Carried.

Mr. Campbell moved, seconded by Mr.
Mathie, that the Clerk write to the several
pathmasters of the road division ia which s
union or division road divisions have been
made by resolution of ocouneil, explaining
the changes effected, and the names of the
parties petitioning therefor. Carried.

Mr. Campbell moved, seconded by Mr.
Reid, that owing to the missp ;
on the part of the eclerk in relation to the
by law for licensing Inus, whereby the sum
of %5 has been charged in eagh case in ex-
cess of the terms of the by-law, therefore the
Reeve grant an order for refunding such ex-
cess to the parties who have paid it.  (ar.

On motion of Mr. Yuil, seconded by Mr.
Campbell, for the first reading and carried,
on the motion of Mr. Reid, seconded by Mr.
Campbell for the second reading and earried,
aod on the motion of Mr. Campbell, seeond-
ed by Mr. Reid, for filling the blanks with
the following names and numbers, that is te
say : lst con. lice, John Melntyn and Jas.
Boyle ; 20d con. line, Henry Gallinger, John
Miller, Edward Gloss, Thos. Molineaux, and
Charles Btewart ; 3rd con. line, Daniel Me-
Curdie, Jobn Cumming, Robert Bulleck, &
Wm. Drummond ; 4th con. line, George
Gilles, - Robert Anderson, J. W. Anderson
and Henry Bulloeh ; 5th con. line, Charles
Closs, Wm, Seott and Robert Craig; 6th
con. line, Jobn Miller, James MoKaettrick,
Peter Lawson and George Affleck ; 9th con
line, Joseph Graham, Wm. Creighton, Q.
Peverik. Wm. Ritchie and James Watt ;
8th eon. line, Michael Bennet, Henry Roger
Gavin McAlister, James Mitchel and Thos.
MeoGee ; 9th con lie, Timethy BSulivan,
James Arnot, Joho Turiff, Robert MeFee;
10th con. lice, Alexander Bibbitt, James
Bmith, David Campbell, Wm. Angas ; 11th
eon. line, Thos, Ireton, Wm. Given, James
Scoular ; 12th con. line, Thes. J ackson, jr.,
Benjamin James, Jobn MeCay ; rear of
12th cen., Wm, Halpenny, George Kellough
and Patrick Savage : Thomas Kelso, Ed.
Ball, James Henderson, Johna MeDonald,
James Rankin, Joteph Btoddart, Patrick
Ryan, James Lamont, James Leister, Neil
MoCoy and Robert Tennant, Ponnd—bg-
ors; and Wm. Stead, James Young and H.
Hammond, Fence viewers, reading at third
time aud passing, the by-law providieg for
the appointment of Pathmasters, Pound-

and Fence-viewers, was read a first
second and third time, the blanks filled up,
as above noted, and passed.

Aoccount of Peter Reid for fire wood for
use in Town Hall, amount $1.50. Ordered
to ke paid.

Aceount of Town Clerk for postage and
stationary, from 18th Sept. 1863 till 6th
Jan. 1864, Amount $3,94. Ordered to
be paid.

Acooust of H. Rewswell, Ksq., for Mue-
isipal blaoks, $10.59. Ordered te be paid.

Mr, Mathie moved, seconded by Mr.
Yuil, that all documents at t before
this eouneil unaisposed of, lie over until
next session of cousncil.

Adjourned until T'uesday, the 28.h day
of April.

Middleville, 21st March, 1864.

Rafie Mateh.
The annusl mateh of <the St. Lawrence
Rifle Association will be held st Cornwail
on the 5th of July, At a meeting of
the Couneil held in Brockville cn  Monda
s local eommittee was submitted to
Couneil and agreed to. It is expected that
'about $700 or $800 will be raised by sub-
iption, which sum will be offered in prizes.

te do their duty in the matter, the Mayor,
Ms. Allen, and other i

now done away with, the name was
on Monday to that of the St. Lawrence Rifle

&

Taz Hezarr.—Dr. Lee, an eminent phy-
pician, asserta that he has di
‘what means we are not told—-that the Asant
B e
fity in the highest the brain as
h{ long been Therefore the

| desmed advisable to

; 1 argument whieh is being 8
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Printing and Sta
(From the Globe,
TthegidaﬁveA-n!l
B T e
inting, in which it was
Mnm.s&onubd*‘h
inting paper, and bindisg
rqnindbyﬂnmm
for five years frum the first
Thild‘ci-'on'-u‘:w‘“
very strong case which was
tmmforﬂn
uater, Ross & Co. have

* | that geatleman was thea e

esuted the printing required
at a very low rate, and ins
stanper. They were willi
renew their contract on the
satarally emough, many

ing better could be
tender system has worked

P.!Mt

satisfastory

is said to

- terme, and
t

Bat as the
it was

By s fair
amjority, the House decilfod§Bo pass over
the claims of the present cog and to

@ eould not well have ¢ stronger endor-
satiog of the centrast principle thee is thus
sfforded. We feel sure that many mem-
bers must have regretted the necessity of
voting inst the propesal to contimue
Mesars. Hunter, Rose & Co. as printers to
the Legislature on the old terms.

The question arises, why does Parliament
not extend the application of this principle
in which they have just shows such faith ?
Why should not the various departments
ask tenders for their printing, stationery and
bieding? Why is each Minister of the
Crown left to peddle about as be pleases the
printini, &e., which he hastoget? The
principle which holds good in the one case,
should apply im the other. If a Min-
ister is to have the privilege of order-
ing his prioting wherever he please, or wher-
ever political motives incline hin to order it,
the Parliamentary majority hs an equal
right to shower its printing patronage up-
on its favorites. If there is sny difference,
indeed, it is on the side of the Legislatare,
as being the higher authority in regard to
the disposition of public momeys. The

islature saves annually many thensands
of dollars by the contract system, and 1t is
undoubted that the Departments might save
more by the adoptien of the same system.
Wiy, then, let us ask, 1s it not deoe ?

It is clearly the interest of aay Govern-
ment that such a chasge should be made.
The downfall of the Coalition was, in the
opinion of many of its friends, hastened by
the exposures of the gross printing and
stationery jobs for which it was respousible.
In return, the Opposition papers are now
endeavoring to cast a good deal of odium
upon the present Government for the man-
ner in which they sustained their Quebec
organ. Bo far, they do not make out a case
in any way balf as bad as that of Mr. Foote,
They simply show that aceording to the
Publie Accomats, Mr. Blackburn had about
825,000 dollars worth of patronage in 1863.
It is not fair to jump at the conelusion that
his sccounts are made up in the same sean-
dalous way as were Mr. Foote’'s, It is
quite time enough 10 say thet when there is
evidenco to show it. At present we incline
to the opinion that Mr. Blackburn's prices
will be found much more reasonable than
were those of the chie” Quebee organmist of
the Coalition. Indeed, it is shown that, al-
together, the Department paid some thirty
thoussad dollars less for printing, stationery,
&e., in 1863, than t.heyI:; either in 1861
or 1862. It will not be pretended, however,
that Mr. Blackbarn's prices have been as |
low as could have been obtained by an ap- |
peal to pablic competition. A good deal of
mooey has nadoabtedly been saved by the
eschange from Mr. Foote to Mr. Blackburn,
bat that is not enough, What is wanted is
a change of the system. It ie vicious, and
n0 ose, be he, ever so desirous, can work it
without injury to the publie interest.

The motive for givinz Mr. Blackburn
patronage to the extent of $35000 a year,
18, of course, a political ome. Ministers
think they require an organ ag Quebes, and
that they must sustain it with public patio-
vage,  Oar own opinion is that the advan-
taze of this sort of orgaulﬁp‘. very much
overrated. The very fact that a journal is
Pknovn to live by Government patronage, is
enough to destroy its influence. It is scarce-
ly conceivablo that sach a jouraal, be it con-
ducted ever 80 ably, coull inflaence a single
vote in parliament, or a single constitaency
in the country. The independent, unpur-
chased support accorded 10 the present Ad.
ministration by more than a hgndred. Re-
fonn _papers  throughout the couotry,
‘s of infinitely more value tham most elo-
quent advoeaey, or the mest fulsome praise
of & subsidized journalean be. A respect-
able journal, be it ever so hamble, which
gives a disinterested support to a Govern-
ment, must makea far greater impression
upon public opivion than ecam possibly be
made by a paid organist, A Goverament
which was wholly t o the latter
kind of journalists te defend itepolicy, would

dissolation. When

becomes g0 weak as to

be Mm&; of friends in the who will

su 1t from party or public ‘motives, it

'monfound pcfnd, udle for it to rely up-
on purchased adulation.

‘h. “mﬁou!" “ p!‘ilﬁng"
transactions of the present Govornment may
be very much better than those of the Coli-
tion, it is very evident tha: Mipisters are
ineurring a good deal of censare for nothing.
They are furnishing their > ts with an
sible way, and in refure ;
doub - o B

rest, if from i
opes, put an end to this. All thatis want-
gd.u.n extension to the Depsrtmental
E’lnung and stationery of the system which

now applied to the Legislative printing,

ill Ministers serve their own interests,

and the interests of the publie, by adopti
80 just a reform? : b s

“A Prinrea’s %:so;.—A hilm blaa-
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The Recorder says we sew it stated in
Central Canadian of last week that
Chambers, father of the worthy aand

lar M. P. for Breckville, is supposed to B8 & | o’closk.

prisoner of war in the hands of the ie

tes. We trust this maybe ineorrect, Weo§

lish below an extract we have beea

to make from a letter written on the

uit., by the Doector, 1o H. S, Mc

Esq., Barrister of this tows, in order

the Doctor’s numerous friends may ses Wha
in.

letter is written from Newbern, North

Carolina : —

“I told you I would write you on my
lecating, I am much pleased with the fgue
which I have taken. I speat two days Ia
the city of New York, one in Jersey ;
and then came on to Washington, There
I was introduced to the Surgeon General of
the United States Army, who is s
geutleman. The same afterncon [

(staying two days for that purpose) I left
for Baltimore em route for Fortress Monree,
st which latter place I was ordered to

the Head Quarters for Virginia and North
Carolina being there. There I receiyed or-
ders to report at the City of Newbern, North
Corolina, where I now am. It is one of the
most beautiful cities I have ever ssen, not-
withstanding the disasters and devastation
of the war. We have about 15,000 inhabi-
tants, black and white.

Every street is adorned with beatiful trees
overhanging the streets and sidewalks,
There are many very fine buildings, which
are principally occupied by the soldiers.
You koow the place was takem by Gea.
Burnside, and is now oocupied by Northera
troops. It is guarded by five forts and em-
brasures, and we consider it very stromg.
The Meuse and Kent rivers, with many ves-
sels of war, guard it on the East and South
sides. Wehad a raid, and the Railroad
over which I came here was tern up by the
Southerners, but since replaced.  The Se-
cessionists were about 15,000 strong, but
were gallantly repulsed, since which time
we have been strongly reinforced. We are
expecting another raid, but I pity them if
thcy come again. They burned one of our
guuboats and a splendid one it was. So you
see I am in the midstof war. I am in
charge of two camps north and south of the
city. [f you could see me on my charger
every morning in military costume, visiting
my patients, it would warm your Scoteh
blood. By the bye, [ am just now in the
room where we quarter, I and a Scotch gen-
tlenan with whom I came out, and we have
been together ever since. We are in the
same department, and we agree in every
particular. His nameis Dr. Moore. So
you see I am lucky in my association. Tell
Campbell and Dickinson (Sheriff I suppose)
and Hervey, that [ am all right. 1did mot
see Fraser at Washington. Wriie me and
let me know how you all are.

Yours sincerely,
JAS. A. CHAMBERS.

Brockville Ahead Again.

Some weeks since we the exami-
nation of the Brockville Volunteers by
Liet. Col, Earle, the Government Inspector
for the Kingston Division. Ever since then,
expectation has been on tiptos to learn the
result of Col. Karle's inspection. At length
the result is known, and Major Crawford’s
Brockville Rifles declared entitled to the
first prize, while Capt. Buell's Infantry
Company is awarded the second prize. The
third prize has been given to Major Livis-
count’s Belleville Rifles, and the fourth to
Col. Jessup’s Rifle Company of Presoott.
The Prizes stand thus—first prize $100 ;
second 880 ; third $70 and fourth $50.
Hurrah for Brockville, say we, and thanks
to Sergeant Conway the drill instructor, and
the ofbicers who give their seryices in putting
the men throagh.

As there are three or four vacancies for
officers to qualify at the military sehool of
Instruction, we would recommend young
men from the country to make immediate
application te Brigade Major Jackson, such
application to contain name, age, residenoce,
and whether British sahjects by birth er
paturalization.  Papils who take first class
certificates receive $100 ; those taking sec-
ond class certificates $30. This amouat,
it is expected, will pay for board and some-
thing more. The passage of candidates to
Teronto where the military school is situat-
ed, will be paid whether certificates are ob-
tained or otherwise.— Recorder.

Brigade Majors.

The Perth Expositor is not pleased with
the dismissal of Brigade Major Montgomery.
He says so, but in his condempatory re-
marks be spesks disparagiagly of Brigade
Major Jackson. This is unjust. Our oon-
tem ry says :

“We kunow pothing whatever of Major
Jackson as a Militia officer ; but as he is
engaged in business in Brockville, we do
pot see how he is to giveltlho uired atien-
tion to the very large military now
placed uader ll?h control, unless be should
confine his attention altogether to it, and
this we should think he wll lludly do, un-
less Zalong with a double district he gets
double pay ; in this case where 1s the re-
trenchment ?”’ :

The Expositor is in error in thinking that
Major Jacksou attends to his _business in
Brockville. Since his ;mqtnnt he
wholly devotes his time to militia matters,
and as to avy increase in ‘hﬁ’ not one
farthing is to be paid extra. o fault was
found with Major Montgomery. If, however,
the work can be performed by ome officer,
the government is pe ustified in cur-
tailing the expenditure. is where our
contemporary may BSee retrenchment.—
Recovder.

‘redross for?
Where do we find it? In jariée.

Mr. Prics—Bill to facilitate the trsnsse-

ﬁon;fthQuheudNonh shore Tura-
rust.

The orders of the day haviag beea called.

The Houn. John Sanfield rose,
and said—Before the Orders of the Day
aze called, I shall erave the attention of the
House for some little time, while I refer to
matters to be stated as preliminary
to a motion whish I shall feel it my duty teo
make before I sit down. 1t will be in the
recollection of the members of this House,
and of other members who were of this
House at the time to which I refer, that
when I had the honor of being- called upon
by His Excellency the Governor Geueral to
form an Administration te earry ou the af-
fairs of the country after the resigeation of
the gentlemen on the other side of the
House, I found myself embarrassed by the
fact that I had to deal in the comstruetion

dinary maguitade and difficulty ; still I took
upon myself the duty that was assigned o
me, for I considered the time had arrived,
after a period of power in the hands
of the party who called themselves the Cou-
servative party, when we should endeavor
to prove to the conntry that an Administra-
tion could be formed from the them Opposi-
tion equal to the task of conducting the af-
fairs of the country in a sati man-
ner. With that view, I addressed wmyself
directly to the members of the (pposition,

:ﬁ)t st that time agr:€ing with

hem on points, one partioular
i Mnlluc:m it my-duty o
approach them, and I must say they res-
as cordially as was possible for a
party to do under the circamstances. An
Administration was formed, the members of
which were composed altogether of the Qp-
position. Au adjournment of the House
followed shortly afterwards, a vote of sup-
ply having been granted, and we proceeded
to fill the Administrative duties which devcl-
oped upon the Gevernment. From that
which preceded us, we had legacies left on
our hands which would have embarrassed a
stronger Government than we were at that
time. We had the Grand Trank diffiealty
on our hands; we_bad the Iniercolomial
arrangement, the meeting to effect which
was agreed upon before we came into offioe ;
we bad the postal arrangement, too, on our
hands, hud various other questions of
importanoe ; and we procceded with a desire
to settle those metters Wof ly to the
wishes and exvnm- the people of
thiscountry. We had been promised fair-
play ia our efforts to carry out the Govern-
ment of the country, and whea Parliament
re-assembled we proocceded with the mess-
ures we had ansognced in our programme of
policy as the McDonald -Sicotte Government.
At last we had a vote of want of confidence
passed, on motion of the member for King-
ston. The difficultics which had preceded
were not lessened by that vete. 1t is not
necessary that I should detail the events at
the close of the spring session of 1863, It
is enough to say, that the embarrassments
which then beset the admimistration were
of avery sericusmature. I was left with
about one third of the Administration which
had been formed im 1862, but I felt I had
still a task before me which L shanld eevvm-
plish, and I invited gentlemen to fill the
situations which bad been remdered vacunt
by the resignation of my former colieagues;
and, on lookiog back on what then took
place, I say now I have nothiag to regret in
regard to my own coaduct im reiation to
ﬁutm,ndm‘.' Ihdl mundo to
regret in regard to i on
that oocasion. I had oounfidents in the
gentiemen who had honored me with their
oco-operation, and joined the government,
and went together to the country. Aud while
cn this subject, [ may say that since you,
Mr, Speaker, joined the Government, suc-
ceeding the Hon. Adam Wilson, now Mr.
Justice Wilson whe left us, to take a seat
on the bench, and during the whole exis-
tenoe of the MeDonald-Dorion Government,
s more harmonious and -oordial co-operation
could not have existed between twelve men
than has existed from that ‘dsy to this be-
‘tween myself and colleagues. (Hear hear.)
‘There is no truth whatever in réports to the
contrary whish have been put in circulation
for obvious purposes. I over that
to the atteation of the to oir-
cumstances connected with cur appeal to
the country in 1863. We found as usuala
vast amount of matural ition to the
@overnment, and oppesition to the wayin
which it was organized, but, judgiag by the
whe, in their .“t’-l
to their elestors, did aot objeet the organiza-
i ' -or the pro-
%o the souutry, aad
-were prepared to give

usuage hag

safeguard of the

with re-

public treas-

;Len was another

. or our immediate
aud that was to render more per-
of our militia and volunteer

-#ot intend t sawe, por is it
my desire in addressieg the House on this
occasion to claim more than the liberty gen-
erally accorded to those in my position, of
3‘“‘@:‘}000‘:;'.““;11’ deem-
proper to give on the eve of an annou
ment such a3 I am about to make. [m:.-
oot aliude bo therefore to this by way of re-
mml:?u, nor do I desire to mention the
mMmes of auy parties, but as regarded those
who bad jgose to their coustituents, ani
claime]l support on the grounds I have
mentioned and who weuld not have been on
the floor of this house but for the support
they received from the la party who
were professedly and avo y supporters
of our Government, I think that at all events
oh the principle of fair play which they pro-
fessed, they should not have made a politi-
ical question out of the election of Speaker
Members, however, had no doubt the right
tq express their opinion as to who should
pteside over the deliberations of this Houss,
aad we found we carried the election of
Sm & small majerity. Immediately
:ou e ::‘:iem met by a strong y
on a q on arising out of the Essex
Elestion. _Ou that question we found our
:bapnty dmmi;bed m what it was on
question of your election as’ Speaker.
We found them that the expuh:i"onp:bich
had been formed with regard to the mem-
bers returned to give uws fair play were not
to be l‘lhletl. , and before we time scar-
vely to consider what our real positions was
we were met by charges of a personal nature,
made agxinst two or three members of the
Government, involving their personal honor
and persomal veracity, The attack upon us
wss of 80 determined a character and of so
direct a matare, that respect for ourselves
and our owa position demanded that we
should not shrink from the ordeal of an ap-
peal to the majority of this house with re-
‘erenve to those ch I shall allude no
fusther to that subject beyond saying that
we sucoseded at all events in having a ma-
jerity of the house in cur favor, and this I
think showed that the sabjeve-vPthe accusa-
tion was wot of a nature to brand us with
that infamy which was sought to be fasten-
edon us, Then another question was
raised, w.hcn the member for Sherbrooke
moved his motion of want of confidence,
and in the discussion of that question also,
atiacks of a persenal as well as general
natare were made upon the Administration,
and the smallnes of the majority by which
we were sustained made our position one
of no little difficalty. Still, as we had called
Parliament together, in oider to carry that
3es810m one or two measures of great import-
ance, we determined that so long as we had
a constitutional majority we would not re
tire, but would 2o on endeavoring to carry
those measures. Soon after the fallure of
motion for Sherbrooke, we carried the two
messures, and Parliament was prorogued,
and sinoe that period we have eontinued to
carry on the administration of the affairs of
the country in the same way as before, ocn-
deavering to effect as much retrenchment
aadecsnomy, and to do as muoch to secure
good Government to this country as it was
po-'ble'for 11lor 12 to do. (Hear, hear.)
We again met the House this session,
and had a debate for a fortnight upon the
Address in answer to the speech from the
Throne without any amendment being mov-
ed. Wehave thought all along that the in-
terest of this great Province required that
the legislation should be carried on by an
Administration more vigorous. I do not
mean as regards the ability of the members
composing it, but as regards having a great
er nameriocial strength than we have in this
House, in order that the Government may be
carvied a=n wich saUsMUOTIve, end in a way ta
realise the expectations of the people who
sent us here. The gentlemen on the other
side have abstained, this session, from putt-
ing t0 a test whether we have the majority
of this House or not. We have not admitt-

dmdoln&lthis moment admit that if
put to a test they could carry a " majority of
the, House qaiu’t us, Butnb;‘?ooom{to
the conclusion that it woald not be fair or
just to the people of this country, or to the
House, or to ourselves, that we should
maintain any longer a position ip which our
majority is 5o small that we cannet promote
the mecessary and useful measures which
the of this couatry expest at our
— ; and that the time has come when

gentlemen opposite not bhaving made
tbo,t!hl of lml“h which was the
coastitutional mode of ing to dis-
place us, we ourselves should make a fair
ackoowledgmeat of the difficalty of our po-
sition, and place oc: resignation, as we have
done, unanimoualy in the hands of His Ex-
ccllency. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. Turcotte—Why did you not wait for
that trial of s th ?
Mr. McGee—You should have dome it

Iong ago.

-General MoDonald—The re-
mark of the hon. member will wot prevoke
me to recriminate. [ rose to state frankly
aad fairly the position we are now in, and
u0s to make ot provoke attack of any kind.
We have undoqbeum—notn{y
the ‘MoDounald-Sicotte, but the MoDonald-
ﬂ“h. 1 N'-i- '.r“.’ 'i i iali
devotiou, sach as pr.




