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measured. befweeri blocks. The basia was
sixty cents a hundred . miles, ?:hia rate
 was adopted. after. its approval by the New
York toll comference. The New England
company charged a somewhat higher rate:

The company formerly figured its rates
according to pole. line measiurement and
the rate was about eixty cents per pole
line. . Their system*was now the same as

»| most. of the" other standard companics.

In some cases where natural obstru ctions
would prevent. the' construction of an' air
line a larger rate was charged, but not as
high as the'pole line rate would be.

Chairman—*Then . your basis is merely
& pious aspiration?” (Laughter.)

Witness—“We adhere to ft as closely as
posaible.” - 7 o el i

To Mr. Michaud the witness #aid that
there ‘were departurés from the rate: of
ten cents. for a ten mile message, owing to
conditions’ existing ‘'on some -lines when
they tookithem qver and other ‘conditions
which they had not yét brought into har-
mony. with their ‘basis,
Mr, Michand said that his ‘firm was
charged the same rate of twenty-five cents

points ranging from four to thirty miles.
| Coungel for the company said that the
schedule covered new rates which were
to 'be put into effect and did  not - affect
rates which were fixed ‘by confract before

ww; for ‘meesages from Buctonche to ' various

d :@ommission.
To Mest Wednesday.
. During the afternoon counsel for the
Telephione Company continued his  talk
in support of the new rates and schedules,

| the ‘company was placed under the Juris-
e

Danforth carried out his threat of suicide
or has escaped and is hiding somewhere,

On the same evening in a little camp on
theibanks of the Togus  stream near
Augusta, where they made  their *home,
Edward Hardy, a Spanish -war vetéran,
with his wife, Cora B. Hardy, were shot.
Frank Vannah, aged 64, an inmate of the
National Soldiers’ Home, which is located
nearby, is.charged with the crime. Hardy
died from  his ‘wounds and “his wife is still
in'a critical condition.

The little village of Frankfort, 20 miles
below this city, was the scene of the third
crime, ‘which took place on the evening of
Wednesday, Mrs, John Lowe, aged 35, is
lying' in'a “seridus condition, her throat
slashed: by a razor in' two: places. Her. as-
sailant, James Kelly, aged 70, was found
banging to the rafters in his little home,
after he had committed the frendish act,
in an attempt to put an end to his own
life.'He was cut'down and it now in Bel-
fast jail under '$5,000 bonds ‘charged: with
the assault: |

Boy’s Horrible Stoyr.

Of all the crimes, the most brutal was
that committed' by Emery Danforth, the
Belfast man; of whom no trace has been
found. Neighbors whe lived near the home
of the Danforths in East Belfast were
alarmed at the cries of little Emery, Jr.,
the 12year<old son, who ran from' the
house sobbing out “‘Papa has killed mama!
Papa has killed mama!”

The little lad descri?ed the terrible
scene ‘to the horrified neighbors, and on
investigation they found that his words
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Dunbar claimed he was present when
the murder took place, but did not a
ally participate .in it. Sinee the tria
Mrs. ‘Rayimond * he' said that the ma::
had been preying upon his ‘conscience aul
he ‘wanted: to tell of it. What devel;
ments will result from: the story, w
6 a8 yet unauthenticated in.any of
important particulars, cannot be statd
at this time.

Murderer Pleads Guilty.

There was a pitiful scene in the gupreme
court for Somerset county in Skowhe
Baturday, when Michael Shannon, of
South' Boston, who has been on trial for
the murder of John H. Blackwell, col-
ored, of Lewiston,which oceurred at Shavw
mut last January, retracted his plea
not guilty and pleaded guilty. ‘The trial
had been in progress all one day wheu
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Just before adjournment J. H. A 1.
Fairweather asked that the .company sub-
mit at the next hearing the plan by which
the rates for service were obtained.

Mpre evidence will ‘be submitted at the
meeting next Wednesday, when the com-
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off: He told us not to. say anything until
morning, but I did."” >

This was the first :that the people of
Fast Belfast knew of the' crime, “When
they reached the house the young mother,

Shannon pleaded guilty and then broke

down and wept audibly. He was remand-
ed to jail for his sentence and was ed

from the court room to the jail to await

his' sentence in a weakened condition.
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