!
L

|

i
1

|

{

THE SEMI-WEEKLY TELEGRA

PH, ST. JOHN, N. B, SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 1905

gy

THE SEMI-WEEKLY TELEGRAPH

s issued every Wednesday and saturdny by
The Telegraph Publishing Company. of St
John, a company incorporated by Act of the
Legislature of New Brunaglck.
JOHN RUSSELL, JR.. mgr
B. W. McCREADY, gditor-

ADVERTISING RATES

Ordinary commercial advertisements taking|
the run of the paper, each insertion, $1.00 |
per inch. |
Advertisements of Wants. For Sale, etc..|
one cent a word for each {nsertion. |
Yotices of Births, Marriages and Deaths. |
% cents for each insertion. i

operating surpluses and nothing more than
a continuance of similar management
needed to enable the road within a year
or so, to pay for 1ts capital interest 38
well as for its operating expenses.”

One of the acts of the Robinson gov-
ernment, after it had been routed at the{
polls and knew that it had forfeited the|
confidence of the people, was to vote
Commissioner McAvity $3,500 for his|
cervices. Commissioner King, it is re-
ported, declined pay for his work in con-

——

|

securities were sold, and to withdraw
them or to fail to make the annual de
posit required, is distinctly a breach of
contract, which the Legislature would be
most unwise to countenance.”

The town of Beauharnois wished, ap-
parently, to get legislative ganction for

It is said, indeed, that Mr. Robinson’s
accountant felt bound fo report adversely
about some things, and it may be that the
work he might have done thoroughly as
a public servant will yet be done by direc-
tion of the new government and that a
complete account of conditions will ~ be

l A

about the same thing the St. John alder-| given to the people.
i ithout sanction: “Fhe!  The Robinson rnment made m : :
men did without any CHO! ; governmnen any | _hich the United States has intervened

town of Beauharmois is likewise seeking| errors in preparing for the elections and | ;5 , friend in order to relieve Venezuela
| Wilired Laurier, Mr. Brodeur or Mr.

|

‘1 ed to the eenate this week by President
| Roosevelt is very interesting. In issuing
general instructions to the American
minister, Secretary‘ Root said:

| «You will call the attention of the
! government of Venezuela to the fact.

!Lhat, notwithstanding the long and un-
broken friendship manifested by the
United States for Venezuela, notwith-
| standing the repeated occasions® upon

>es

MacDonald passed for an Orangeman

Sir Mackenzie Bowell was president
of the Order. Has anyone ever been
able to attribute to religious fanati-
cism any political act of these 'Tory
chieftains? Newspapers and Minis-
| terial members who persist in de-
nouncing Mr. Bergeron, Mr. Monk
' and Mr. Forget because they have as
colleagues Dr. Sproule and Col. Sam

| Hughes fill a double role. The Oppo-

| sition might retort by accusing Sir

SUBSCRIPTION RATES | nection with the Central, but of course! : B : 7 : :

e SR “i the operation of the road had been of| &% amendment to its charte? empowering during the campaign. This business of the | from disagreeable and dangerous com- | i -l :

Sent by Maifl to sny eddress o Cand ! xpert was one of the mistakes which wﬂl‘l plications with other powers; Rotwitho L of fraternizing with our ene-
mies since they receive the support
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/\ some ministers are called upon to choose\ :
| were assured that all would be well if
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THE CIVIL SERVICE REPORT
Reviewing the cifi gervice report edit-

associates. Mr. McAvity is an esbi.mablel. received the approval of the majority in not readily be forgotten.

citizen and a prominent business maun
whose time is well occupied with his own
affairs. It is surprising that a news-|
paper friendly to him and his party|
should so misrepresent the hature of his
relations with the Central. On Novem-

*| ber 25, 1905, soon after the appointment

of the commissioners, Mr. McAvity receiv-
ed $2,500. The government afforded this
information during the session of 1907
in reply to an inquiry made by Mr. Max-
well in regard to expenditures in connec-
tion with the Central. Thus it would
appear that Commissioner McAvity's
activities in conmection with the Central
had been rewarded to the extent of at
least $6,000.

But Commissioners King and McAvity
are not responsible for the scandals n
connection with the Central which must
be the subject of inquiry by a Royal
Commission. The commissioners did not
begin work until most of the damage was|
done. The Sun asserts that recently the|
road has paid its way. The contrary is|
true. A paper surplus was shown for
the operations of 1807, but this was done
by charging to public works expenses
which should have been charged agunst‘
the $1,260,000 railway—which railway is
still unfinished. This was clearly estal:r\
lished by Mr. Hazen and his followers
last eession. The statement of the road’s
operation during recent months is yet
to come. Had the sums properly dmrge—\
able to the Central been set down where
they belonged there never would have been
any talk of -a surplus. It is unnecessary,
perhaps, to mention the interest charges.
They are extensive.

The Hazen government will appoint a
Royal '~ Commission  to sit  after
the next House has adjourned.
It will inguire into all matters
of importance in connection  with

“A more impressive arraignment of our
existing system  of civil service control
could hardly be prepared than that which
the commission, appointed by the present

i
i

i

government to enquire into the whole

question, have embodied in their report.|
The general conclusions of that report have
long been the subject of well-rooted sus- |
picion among the people; but it is some-
thing to have them definitely and cate-
gorically reported to parliament by a com-,
mission of pexjsonal weight.

«Patronage is, as usual, the villain of

the piece. By it, incapables are pitch-

[
forked into positions for which they are | political capital for Mr.

unfit, and even superior officials are in-\
fluenced by what' is dramatically termed |
‘a dread of the politician.’ This is in-
evitable so long as the politician is per-
mitted to interfere with the personnel of
the service. The politician is a powerful

person in political circles. He can make
things very uncomfortable for a minister
of the crown; and a minister of the crownl.
ijs, in turn, able to bedevil his own 'de-l
partment pretty thoroughly. So when"

. between their duty to the servicerand their |
desire to possess political strength in par-
liament, they do not always stand up for
the integrity and eﬁeetivei\ess of the ser-

vice.

«The report of the commission bears |
with especial weight upon two departments ‘,
—_that of Marine and Fisheries and that
of the Militia. The language employed
in these cases could not well be stronger.
We are told that in the former case there\

is a lack of conscience, that members of
the service appear to serve two masters
snd to do it successfully, that there is no
visible sign of a directing head, and that |
there is a want of efficient organization!
and method. Instances are given in which%
" gll these have led to loss to the country, |
and some extraordin*ry transactions are |

| only more bonds were authorized or more

| facts strike whom they may.

the Central. It will have power to call:
witnesses and to take testimony under
oath. The public interest clearly and
imperatively demands such an investiga-
tion. The Sun professes to fear that this
work will prevent the government from
giving diligent and satisfactory attention
to other public matters. There is n?
occasion for alarm on that ecore, and in
reality that is not the aspect of the case
which causes uneasiness among ‘those for
whom the Sun is speaking. They do not
want any commission or any inquiry.
The Sun says: >

“Possibly it is hoped that a fishing
o ot the Tund proposed might|
discover something that would make
Hazen’s friends.
The public will hardly regard this chance
as enfficient excuse for the expenditure
of their money and for the diversion of
the government’s attention from busi-
ness matters—particularly on the part of

government elected upon a non-partizan
platform and pledged to govern without
regard to party politics.”

The public wants to know what became
of the million and more that the Central
devoured, who got it, on what excuee. It
was public money. The province is pay-
ing the interest. The road was to have
been pushed through to Gibson. Again
and again the House and the country

money appropriated. The province well
remembers the repeated pledges, the re-
peated votesy the repeated breaches of
faith. The province did not get what it
paid for. Why? Let a commission call
witnesses to answer that question.
It will be a real public service to throw
all ‘the light possible upon the Central.
Hitherto every effort to secure the facts
has been blocked by a majority ready to
obey those who desired to keep the lid
on. Now it should be removed, let the

CIVIC CREDIT AND SINKING FUNDS
The credit of many of the municipal:

ities of the province is today not what
it should be, emply because municipal
councils have fpiled to recognize and

' outlined in which purchases were ms.de! carry out their sinking fund obligations.
without system and without sense. The| —Montreal Gazette.

" Militia Department is, we are told, run |
i
extravagantly; and the office of inspector-

general is condemned as not in the pub- | sinking fund by the St. John aldermen |

1t developed some time ago that a very
large sum had been diverted from the

value and number of the municipal elec
tors who are proprietors and who have
voted, to utilize the sinking fund for
the purpose of making certain improve-
ments, erecting certain buildings or im-
‘proving the water works. Such a request
ja nothing short of an exhibition of gall
The Legislature is asked for permission
to allow the ratepayers to decide whether
or mot they ehall utilize the money held
in trust for the town’s creditors!”

In St. John when someone annournced
that the sinking fund had been impaired.
the aldermen borrowed money to restore
part of the amount diverted, and then
stated that the matter had been fixed
up satisfactorily. But the taxpayers to-
daydonotknowhwitmdn,mdthey
never have had a straightforward explan-
atimutowbatwaadonewithﬂmdnk-
inghmdmoneyorwhounthoﬁledits

On several ocoésions requests for a
public etphmﬁﬂn have been made, but
the aldermen have not furnished it. Now
that the civic elections are approaching
this matter should be thoroughly cleared
up.

ELECTION TALK

“Things have been happening to rattle
Sir Wilfrid Laurier,” says a Montreal con-
temporary. “His taking Mr. Pugsley into
the cabinet did not strengthen him in New
Brunswick. He is suffering in the estima-
tion of business men everywhere because
of the mess he has allowed the finances
to get into. The whole country now un-
derstands that his colleagues have made &
muddleofthedvﬂaervice,andthntww
ern lands have been the prey of exploiters.
Anttlodkadermightwellthinkhinhope’e
of remaining a leader in such a situation
would lie in his bringing on the election
before the storm gets any worse.”

Ontario and Quebec may have reasons
for believing the Federal government in-
tends to bring on the elections, but in
New Brunswick friends of the government
would not deem the time well chosen. Hon.
Mr. Pugsley can gearcely have recovered
from* the recent provincial contest in
which he so unwisely interfered snd in
which he was 8o severely rebuked. The
province will not soon forget the recent
elections, and the coming session of the
New Brumswick Legislature will necessar-
ily be marked by some discussion of the
issues which figured during the campaign.
Dr. Pugsley insisted upon identifying him-
gelf with the party that was beaten, snd
the blow to his prestige was doubly heavy
on that account. Soon there is to be &
party convention. That meeting will be
a most interesting one from several points
of view. The Liberal party in New Bruns-
wick will undoubtedly feel it mecessary to
reduce some of its leaders to the ranks,
and differences between other leaders
must be composed if the party organiza-
ﬁonistompinitsﬁghtingiomﬁmand
inspire confidence among the rank and
file.

Dr. Pugsley recently was compelled to
l'ntento-ome;ﬂainta.ﬂ:fmmportyw
sociates in Ottawa. 1t is not to be doubt~
edthnt;uhnﬂaruperlaneaawaitshim
here before or during the convention., His
oxperieneeasaubinetminlstermdnee
be made his bluffing speech in Fairville
bas been marked by msny unfortunate in-
cidents. These have not strengthened him
in Ottawa. In New Brunswick they have
weakened him materially.

WHAT BECAME OF IT ?
What has become of the famous expert
report on provincial finances which Pre-
mier Robinson had prepared during the

issinterest, and as ‘from past experience’ | ; S : :
lip-in g ; { and applied to purposes concerning which closing day of the provinci u Laotion .

seeming to be ‘made a stepping stone t& the public has no satisfactory informa-| ..
the retiring of high military officers in| tjon, ~Whatever was done with the iz

Capada on large allowances.” Then the"e'imoney, and assuming that the expenses

are too many other high salaried offices, | . : o
| of the various departments gradually ab | rts were obviously incomplete and open

and too large a staff for the number of the | gorbed it, there Was mo proper iibe

men under arms.

“Altogether the report makes a reform | : : i
i it was set aside. In the thiauppressed, evidently on the ground thﬂt“‘

of the service jmperative. If the politici- | - ; :
! quoted the Montreal Gazette 1s refemng!l <t was unfit for publication at & i e |

ens cannot undertake it themselves, they |

hold their seats for life and be as far ahove'g} ter of the city of Hull,’ the clause em-

i g ) | to the case of Hull. The private bills|
. o i i 0| ommittee of the Quebec Legislature
an independent commission which would | struck out of e bl

for diverting it from the ends for Which",

]| amending the char-|

Pty peee many judges. Cer-] powering the city to utilize the sinking!|

tainly the greedy fingers of the pefty mer- | fund in connectio
cenary should be kept away from the ser-
vice altogether; and that dread of the poli-
tician should be removed from the minds
_of every official from the deputy head to

the humblest clerk.”

THE CENTRAL RAILWAY

In discussing the Central Railway yes-
terday the Sun eaid:

«Under the direction of Senator King
and Mr. George MecAvity, who, by the
way, gave their cervices gratis, and the
management of Mr. Hunter, the road has
been vastly improved in every respect

gnd has been placed -on a gelf sustaining
| basis. The last two years have shown

debentures for their extension and im-l

provement. The Gazette ays this action |

of thing going on in this province fo"\conﬁde

some years in flagrant violation of the
lJaw. In too many instances sight bas
been lost of the fact that the monies
deposited in the sinking fund do not

placed there, or ghould have been placed
there, in accordance with the terms of

' influence of
.“would undoubtedly have discovered much
belong to the municipality. They werel\of public interest.
ends at Fredericton. The taxpayers would

be amazed if they knew how many mat-

While newspapers which were

| supporting him published what purported

to be a summary of that document, their

to suspicion. The expert’s language—as-

suming that he could write or speak—was

THEY DON'T LIKE IT

One of the Federal government organs
is disposed to believe, or to argue, that
local patronage cominittees make trouble
for cabinet ministers and are largely re-
sponsible for such evils as have been
found flourishing in several of the depart-
ments. The government’s newspaper
apologists have been greatly disturbed by
the civil service report. They don’t like
it, but they are striving to hide the facts
under cover of a new zeal for honest gov-
ernment. It is moteworthy thet this
zeal was not in evidence ten days ago,
1t did not develop until the damaging
report hed been spread before the ocoun-
try. Onme of the government journals
says: ;

“The evil influence of appointments
made by political pull may eontinue even
after a change of gove';'nmen!c; while the
influence of a good appointment, in like
manner, may survive several changes of
government. The minister should have
a fres hand. He is responaible for the
working of the department. He ought
to heve the powers commensurate with
his responsibility. He ought to be al-
Jowed to select as his chief assistants
and counsellors men who sare in sym-
pathy with his policy, ‘and who will loy-
nllyarryouthiaidmmdbring credit
upon the administration. He ought not
to be worried by local patronage commit-
tess. He ought not to be hampered by
conditione created by his predecessors,
nor by traditions arising within the dvil
service itself.”

The foregoing has a pious sound, but
it leaves much to be desired. How comes
it, for example, that ministers who have
beenlonginoﬁoehbvenotdmingtheir
years of power prevented or corrected
the startling sbuses which the commis-
gion exposed? As for the patronage com-
mittees, the ome with which St. John is
most familiar was selected with the ap-
mvﬁhdoedatthohuhme,ofl{on.
Mr. Pugsley, with .the foolish idea that
it might relieve him of worry and re-

sponsibility. It coiild not ‘do that. The
head of the department must be respon-
aible for what goes on within his juris-
diction. He is the public’s representative.
The public does not choose the patronage
committee. And,tb‘eexistencedfqu«t«-
ronage committee is 8 confession that
tbepaermgeisbomfopartymenvdth
apullmthertha.ntomenwhomngive
the country a dollar’s worth of goods
or eervice for every dollar of public
money expended.

The attempt of the government news-

standing, the patience and consideration

which has alweys chéracteris S ihe ac| of Freemason and Orange members.

tion of this government towsd Vene La Patrie does not believe that these

o] S oot of Veails Sias a.ppfaals to prejudice advanee the
business of the country. The sooner

within the past few years practically
vonfiscated or destroyed all the substan- they are ended the better it awill be
for peace and good-will between the

tial property interests of Americans in
that country. This has been done some-
times in accordance with the forms of
law and contrary to the gpirit of the The new-born zeal for civil service re-
laws; sometimes without even form of | form which marks the editorial utterances
law, by one device or another, with the|of some newspapers is as refreshing as it
action of the government apparently n,l-}is remarkable. There was no hint of it
ways hostile to American interests, until prior to the startling report of the civil
of the many millions of dollars invasted;service commission. It came with the
by American citizens in that country,|shock of a great surprise. The editors
practically nothing remains.” went to bed one night wholly unaware
And just there is the explanation of the | that a great light would come to them
present strained relations. Venezuela,i“dth the dawn of another day. To their
which is always ready to repudiate a|credit be it stated they did not flinch.
debt, is disposed to treat Unde Sam They rose to the occasion with fine fervor
just as it treated Jobn Bull and the and hailed the report of the civil service
Kaiser. Mr. Root eadly observes that commission as another proof of good gov-
«the United States has intervened ae a| ernment. True, there were irregularities,
friend to relieve Venezuela from disagree-
able and dangerous complications with aleo, this government has been in power
other powers” only to receive in return and this eort of thing has been going on
a curt and contemptuous treatment of the“m 1896; but the general elections are
daims of its own people in that counm_‘about due, and the government wants
We quote further:— another lease of power. Therefore, the
“The answer the Venezuelan government civil service is to be reformed. Sir Wil-

diverse races.’”

The curt and contemptuous way sn which event, if the government should be sue-

and there must be some dismissals. True, |

makes to these demands practically re- | frid intimates that it may not be possible!
fuses consideration. It is practically con- {to do very much at the present session of |
fned to a simple denial of the correct- ':pu‘linment. Before another session theii
ness of the attitude of this govemment.)elediion! may be held, and after thati

|

it ignores or dismisses the gerious and re- ' tained, the work of reform could be car-|
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papers to make the public believe that
the report of the commission is hailed
withgm&tioyisoneoftheamusing
features of Canadian newspaperdom  at
present. The report is a staggering re-
buke to the administration.  There is
no doubt in the public mind as to its
significance.

STRANGED RELATIVE.

The relations between the United
States and Venezuela have reached &
critical stage. The southern republic has,
to use the phrase of Becretary Root,
uuteammmmandmaantmd
contemptuous way; and there is talk of
cuch tariff restrictions by congress a8
would quickly bring the Venezuelan presi-
dent to his senses. .

When there was trouble between Vene-
zuela and European powers the United
Shteawaathefriendofr.heﬁrmer.The
Furopean governments were in the right,
but that fact was mot material to the
jssue as viewed from Washington. Now
the United States government is itself
about to take the grip with Venezuela, to
force a settlement of five questions in
dispute. Ome of these relates to the ex-
pulsion of one Mr. Jaurett from Vene-
‘zuela.n territory; and the other four to

claims of American investors against the
| Venezuelan government, 88 in the famous
case of the New York & Bermudez Asp-
halt Co.
| Various attempts have been made to
| gettle some or all of these claims, but the

i 5 . | .
s .p“bhc was in a critical mood. The| yopepuelan government simply declined
public was not told what the report cost| ¢, take action, and even refusedtosubmitv

the province, or what conditions the ac-
countant really found.
Since the elections there have been many

n with its water works rumors about the report of the expert.|
Some of these, if well founded, would
tend to explain the reluctance of Mr.
by the committee was sound, adding:| Robinson and his advisers and newspapers
“There has been too much of this eort|to take the people more fully into their
noe after the report was completed.
1f the expert had looked about him

without thought of the elections or the

his report upon them, he

There were many loose

any claim to arbitration. Secretary Root
had hoped to be able to accomplish some-
thing where others failed, but he too was
| disappointed. The correspondence hand-

bandled under the old regime.

the, written. coﬁ@ﬂ' which the ters were

gpeotful representation of the United ried on with the calm deliberation which
States produces a painful impression of has ‘marked the past dozen years. But,
indifference and disrespect.” in the meantime, the government press is

The final paper in the correspondence dgbermmed to let no guilty man escape.
gent to the senate is the following from | . ————

Minister Russell, the United States repre- | Guuu HUADS UP
| gentative in Venezuela. He wired as fol- |
lows: :

«The Venezuelan government answered |N UNTAHI“ “uw
today my note sent in accordance with |
your cablegram of instruction of Feb. 18. ¢
Minister for foreign affairs states that
Veneguela refrains from considering tor | Thelr Great Importance to Farmers
the present the question of arbitration be- Emphasized,by Sir Mortimer Clarke.
cause I ‘have not as yet refuted the ar- v
guments in notes -of July 9 and Sept. 20, Toronto, March 28—Lieutenant Gover
in which notes Venezuela plainly stated | nor Sir Mortimer Clark attended at the
the grounds for refusing to arbitrate.’ | opening of the fifth annual meeting of
The note concludes as follows: ‘Conse- | the Western Ontario Good Roads As-
quently, as the cases referred to cannot be | sociation .in York county' council room '
considered as being comprised among those | yesterday afternoon. '
which call for diplomatic action, the gov-| His honor emphaiized the importan. ]
ernment of Venezuela would view it with | to the country of good roads, compar-
satisfaction if the government of the Unit- | ing the attitude thereto of the ancient
ed States would consider this question as Romans and the Canadians today.
closed, the parties interested always hav | Under the ancient Roman Empire,
ing the right of recourse to the tribuna-lsi said his honor, only men of the greatest
of justice of the republic should they | ability and highest position were appoint-!
eem fit.”” ed to take charge of the roads, which'

The next step in this interesting contro- | Were regarded as an essential element
versy will be taken by congress, as indi- | in the prosperity and stability of the em-!
cated in the despatches in today’s Times. pire. With this standard, Ontario eom'l

pareq unfavgmbly. He knew of one case|
W ]

The Montreal Gazette saysi— The g ‘m;m:‘aﬁ:ﬂmﬁl
Nova Scotia Government has adopt- e Dyt geod ol 4nd then e
ch' a suggestion as to the adminis- P e bl

vince's lands made plained his action by saying that the gra-|
tration of the _pro' it vel would make the roads hack snd the]
,‘I),it’he ?p‘;”“'wn 1nf tt};fe ogt aam * | farmers would complain of having to|

e main features OL. Programme | ;... their horses reshod.
are that a survey of the lands should In Canada hitherto hation had been\
\.)e made for the purpose of. classify- given chiefly to railway construction -
ing thmn into: (a):lands smt?,ble for municipalities had been asee 2 s Bonsl
farming; (b) lands wooded with mer- th

4 ese and properly so because the estab-
chantable timber; (¢) wooded 1ands | jighment of a railroad was a great boon.|
landy: (e) barren or rotk land; (f) | Ralways, however, would be of little be-|
land covered with water—and then nefit to the farmers unless there were|
administering them in the interest of 3:’1‘:7 roads to connect the farm and t‘hei
the province according to their char- 4 It ;z" unfortunate, said his honor, that:t
acter. The Nova Scotia Government | farmers had been rather disinclined to,
is old, but it is not 80 slow. If it spend much money on the road because

i itself | the construction of such roads would be |
cannot orxg'{nate anything good itself o e Tlne. to thess fs ially.!
it can notice a good thing when | Dyring many years of his professional
pressed upon it practice he had been connected with loan|

companies and he knew that the va.lue\
One of the most experienced men in | of & farm m?:pended lzrselia;pon l{f smi;

; ;| ation in tion to the roads. e !
Wall'Street make the !ol!orwmg opti- Toads blocked the tramsport of goods 1o
mistic statement concerning the out-| the market, causing both loss and injury, |
look in the United States :—*“In a | to say nothing of the wear and tear upon’1
word, we are inclined to ignore the

horses, wagons and harness. / [
present highly unsatisfactory busi- The social life of the farmer, continued
ness conditions, and to base our ad-

his honor, would be improved by good !
vice to buy the better class of securi-

roads. Farmers living away from tlie!
railroad were isolated largely because of‘i
ties, and especially those that take | the bad roadsm tit was : m.:(t’:ter a.lof grea.f ti
i consequence to the country to makte arm

thc' public into their confidence ;y a | fite happy and co e foatabls for the sty
fuli and free statememt 9f their finan- | Ty disposition of the younger generation|
cial condition and earnings—on our | to move to the cities and towns was|
belief in the* future of the country | %;ea.tgy kbodb; d&prel;:atﬁd am} thit:i would |
checked by the building of goo roads, |

a.pd o th‘.a fact the. petiEE | which would improve the opport,unitieé‘
| situation is very much brighter and | of social intercourse. |
!reasonable time the business™ of the| The peopley of Ontario had entered |

| on our full confidence that within a | upon 2 vast heritage and without doubt

i1 1| the province of Ontario was the great-
counf',r.y w1}’ egeld BEn to B | est in the British Empire, not only inlg
conditions. | its wealth, but aleo in the condition of|
L | its people and their manner of Uveli-|

The proposal to matiomalize the | hood. 1t was their duty to utilize this|

| Quebec ‘battletields has awakened 8, wonderful heritage to its greatest pos-|
great deal of interest in Britain and | sible extent and this could not be done
| in'other parts of the Empire. It is| :_‘:ig‘: great care was taken of the
22t < o 1

||not surprising, therefore, says tbe! The province was indebted to the as-|
| Toronto News, that the fever has | sociation for the interest its members
reached the little village of Wester- | had taken in the question of good!
| ham, in Kent, where General James roads, said his honor, and he hoped|
i ‘ = born. All the houses | that they would continue their work!
!WO] 9 el o L e ; | and educate the public mind, for other-|
| wherein he lived are still standing, | wise the question would fall asleep.

‘and in the parish church of the vilei W. H. Pugsley of _Riphmond Hill, pre-
‘ s baptized. It is propo 4 | sident of the aseocxatmn,»thanked the
g!la,ge e ta? od glass lw'gdol‘)v Se‘ | lieutenant-governor for having been pre-
| to place . sta Tl : N ‘sent at the meeting. The more /cheaply
the church as a memorial. | and the more easily the farmer could get
o T ‘his product to the market the better

i k Mr. _ | for the farmer. |

The recent attacks upon r. Ber: | Warden Keith of York county said |

|

lgero“?““ Dr. Sproule by lef""a] | that there were many obstacles in the!
i | petticians and newspapers brings | way of good roads, but in finding means|

this comment from La Patrie, of | to overcome those difficulties ‘the mee®-|
Montreals ‘‘La Patrie belioves that | & would be doing a public eervice.

is honestly and fairly carried on! previous season. He was 6orTy to eay
{han to denounce one another as | that the County of York had not. yet
(anatics and dangerous persons | adopted the county system of roads.

There gre in the ranks of both part-| Serious charges are made against those
jes, among the English speaking de-  who should enforce the prohibitory liquor
putation, Freemasons, Orangemen, :Jaw in P. E. Island. Evidently the ma-
Protestamts and Catholics. Sir John ' chinery must be strengthened. ¢

o

: | Frost, he thought, was the great enemy to take, even fi
the members of Parliament would do ! of good roads and spring Hiwe waghed | That is Shil

hetter to see that the public business | away a great deal of the work of the | Sold under a
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| BANK MAKES CLERKS CONFESS

PR

Locked Them Up for 'l;wb Days
After Shortage Was Discover-
ed and ilocked Their Scheme.

Pitteburg, Pa., March 98—Henry Rei-
ber, paying teller, and John Young, audi-
tor, who are accused of a $300,000 defalca-
tion by the Farmers’ Deposit National
Bank, were kept locked in a room in the

| basement of the bank building for two

days after suspicion ‘was directed toward
them until a complete confession was
wrung form them.

It is declared the men ‘speculated in
mining stocks, depending entirely on the
amount of the bank’s credit with the New

lYork correspondent to cover their specu-

lations. When the bank examiner came
the cash was always counted first, then
the books inspected. As soon as the cash
was counted Young and Reiber would
burry enough cash to New York to cover
the amount of their latest theft. When
suspicion was irected towards them the
bank examiner ap and went over
the books first, and then took two days
to count the cash. In this way they were
prevented from sending any money to
New York.

There was consternation today among
Jocal brokers over the arrest of Harry 8il-
verman, the local representative of Miller
& Co., brokers, of New York and Pitts-

| burg, who is charged with conspiring wit

Reiber and Young to &fmu(_l t_he bank of

the courts, the broker finally losing. The
courts maintained that the broker should
not have permitted a poor bank employe
handling other people’s oney to epecu-

late, and that he was equally guilty. Sil-
verman denies that he knows either§’

Young or Reiber or that they ever dea}’
with his firm. :
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TL000 OF LUMBER

Fredericton, March 28—The annual °

meeting of the St. John River Log Driv-
ing Company il be held in this city
on Wednesday, the 1st day of April at
the Queen hotel.

The owners of logs coming down the
river will have to submit statementa at
the meeting showing how much each will
have coming down this season. At the
recent meeting of the upper corporation
the estimates handed in showed that
there would be 65,000,000 feet of logs
coming down over the Grand Falls.

A prominent lumberman operating o=
the Tobique recently stated that there
would not be more than about 6,000,000

| feet of logs from the Tobique coming into

the booms here, which would make a
total of about 70,000,000 feet of logs to be
rafted by the St. John River I¢g Driv-
ing Company this season. f
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