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J)LAN IS AFOOT TO
SIDETRACK ST. JOHN?

’Report That C. P.
Empresses to Halifax Only

R. Wants to Run

Nould Require Running Rights Over Intercolonial and Good
Traffic Arrangements, Also Terminal Facilities at Nova
Scotia Port—Much Secrecy About the Proposal at

Ottawa.

Ottawa, Jan. 25.—Thé report is current
here tonight, and it is generally believed
to be well founded, that the C. P. R. is

negotiating for running rights over the
Intercolonjal to Halifax. .

It is said that it desires to break the
mail contract and have the Empresses run
to Halifax only. '
¥ A prominent Maritime Province Liberal
gaid tonight that the matter was under
consideration, but nothing  definite

reached.
i

How Halifax Viewu It.
(Halifax Chronicle Editorial.)

The Chronicle is in a position to an-
nee that negotiations, fraught with

e importance to Halifax, are in pro-

i between the Canadian Pacific Rail-
and the Dominion Government look-

to the extension of that Company's
.aess to this City. The C. P. R, we
:ve, now recognizes that for the suc-
ful operation of its transatlantic mail
passenger service, direct connection

n Halifax is essential, and as already

. 'mated in these columns, it has. ap-
proached the Government with a view to
securing greater traffic privileges over the
1 temo!onizl Railway from St. John to
Halifax than it now enjoys. The large
traffic which has been carried by the Em-
press boats has convinced the Company
that the transatlantic passenger business
via the Canadian route is capable of great
development, and the transport of the
mails during the present season has demon-
strated that the Halifax route is incom-
parably the best not merely for the coun-
try at large but for the operating com-

1zny.
Tn short it is recognized that the ocean
3 ssanger business can be most successful-
ly developed by having direct rail connee-
tion at Halifax with the West. It is in-
evitable that the mails and high class
«Jpassenger traffic will come to this port
and, it is argued, that such traffic with the
West cannot be developed, in competition
with the New York lines, if it has to
pay tribute to two or more railway sys-
tems. The C. P. R. is accordingly,
anxious, as we understand it, to obtain
running rights over the Intercolonial and
terminal facilities at Halifax for the Em-
presses and is ready to negotiate as to
terms for such traffic privileges as it de-
sires, The exact nature of the concessions,
which are sought, has not been disclosed,
but it is probable that they will involve
the running of Canadian Pacific trains to
the steamer’s side. This, of course, is a
matter which rests with Mr. Emmerson,
Minister of Railways, and if such privileges
are granted, it must be on fair and equit-
able terms and without prejudice to the
Intercolonial.  1f satisfactory arrange-
ments can be made to bring the C. P. R.’s
fast steamship and railway systems into
direct connection at this port, and the
rights of all concerned are properly safe-
guarded, Nova Bcotia cannot fail to pro-

fit from having the Canadian Pacific inter-
ested in Ilalifax.

1t is a noteworthy recognition of the
superiority of this port for a fast travcli
route that the overtures for the proposed
arrangement have come<from the C. P: R.
itself, and this turn of affairs amply justi-
ties the stand which ths Chronicle has|
steadfastly maintained from the outset,
namely that a mail and passenger service
to be of the greatest possible advantage to|
Canada must be operated through the port!
of Halifax all the year around. Thei
Chronicle’s campaign on behalf of Halifax|
and Nova Scotia in connection with the|
mail eervice, it is not too much to say,!
has been not merely educative, but it has!
been effective in securing recognition of
our superior position in quarters which
were far from friendly disposed 'to this|
City and port. - Whether the present ne-|
gotiations will result in a working arrange-
ment, as suggested above or not, is a ques-
tion of terms; but in any event, the fact
that a great railway corporation recognizes
the advantages of obtaining terminal facili-
ties here, and the privilege of entering the
City, will immensely strengthen the posi-
tion of the national mail port of Canada.

(Special to the Halifax Chronicle.)

Ottawa, Jan. 22—It 1s gonerariy believed
that during the past few days the Govern-
ment has been approached by representa-
tives of the Canadian Pacific Railway with
a view to securing greater privileges from
the Intercolonial between St. John and|
Halifax than are enjoyed at present.

It is known that the Canadian Pacific
in anxious to secure greater facilities at
Halifax and they are willing to negotiate
terms with the Intercolonial for such
privileges as they desire. Officials of that
company argue that trade between Hali-
fax and the West, can only be developed
by having a direct line of communication.
Traffic' they say, cannot be developed if
it has to pay tribute to two or morz sys-
tems of railway.

When approached regarding this matter
today, a prominent official of the Can-
adian Pacific declined to make a statement
for publication. He would not, how¢ver,
deny that negotiations toward this end
were under consideration.

It is Jearned that the Canadian Pacific,
in its overtures to the Government, wants
to participate in all local traffic, both pas-
senger and freight, on the Intercolonial
from St. John to Halifax, but the compen-
sation offered is entirely unsatisfactory to
the Government.

Inquiry from some of the Nova Scotia
members fails to elicit any definite infor-
mation. The most they will say is that
if the Canadian Pacific desires greater
privileges at Halifax, it must be at no
sacrifice to the Intercolonial. If satisfac-
tory arrangements are made and thé
rights of all concerned safeguarded those
of them who have been spoken to say
that Nova Scotia cannot fail to profit from:
having the Canadian Pacific interested in
Halifax.

 GEORGE P GRAHAM
CHOSEN LEADER OF
ONTARID OPPOSITION

Toronte, Jan. 25—At ‘a caucus of the
Liberal members of the legislature this
morning, George Perry Grabham, member
for Brockville, was unanimously selected
8s Jeader of the oposition for the present
session; Others nominated- for the lead-
ership were R. Harcourt, A. G, MagKay
and E. H. Preston. All retired in favor
of Mr. Graham, whose selection was made
unanimous amidst great enthusiasm. The
new leader and other nominees made brief
speeches, expressing confidence in the
Liberal cause. At the close of the caucus
Mr. Graham made the following state-
ment: = ;

“After full consultation with the mem-
bers of the opposition and understanding
th_eu- views, as well as the views of the
Liberal party throughout the province, I
have accepted the leadership on the ex-
plicit understanding that neither my act-
ion nor the action of members here in
any way interferes with the frecst action
of the great Liberal party throughout the
province ag to the question of leadership.
Personally I am in favor of at an early
flate calling together a limited number of
%presentatives from all the constituencies
in this province to deal with this ques-
tion, and others affecting the interests of
the party and provinee.”.

~SENATOR LOVITT
GRANTED NEW TRIAL

Two of the Nova Scotia Appeal Judges
Favored Acquitting Former Bank
President,

-~

s

Halifax, N. 8., Jan. 27—In the supreme
ruurt on Saturday judgment was given
n Hon. Senator Lovitt's case, the court
brdiring that the accused be given a new
lrial.

Chief Justice Weatherbce and Justice
Meagher were for the acquittal of Sena-
tor Lovitt, and Justices Townsend, Gra-
ham and Russell, on ihe other hand, de-
riding that though there was not suffi-
vient ground on which to base an acquit-

" tal, yet the accused was entitled to a
pew trial.

Senator Lovitt was found guilty last
Beptember of wilfully and "knowingly mak-
Ing false returns to the government with
respect to the financial status of the Bank
pf Yarmouth, now defunct.

FRENCH PRESS ON
GERMAN ELECTIONS

Paris, Jan. 27—Examining the result of the
German elections from an international
standpoint practically the entire French press
unites in regarding it as a distinct endorse-
ment of German imperialism and therefore
of the highest importance and disquieting,
especially to Great Britain and Framce,

bringing those people to the northwest is

NEW THRIFF BAD
FOR CANADA, SHY
MANLFACTURER

Toronto, Jan. 25—Copies of printed deter-
minations of Canadian manufacturers in re-
agnrd to recent tariff have been sent to mem-
bers of parliament at Ottawa., Clause in
resolution reads: |

““Proposed tariff will not, in our upindon,i
encourage either establishment of new in-
dustries or further development of those al-!
ready established. Its mere announcement
has caused the abandomment not only of
many proposed extensions of existing in-:
dustries, but also of new enterprises, which, |
it carried out, would have secured te Can-

ada the investment of millions or dollars.”
The intermedjate tariff, it js maintaned,
will stand as continuous invitation to coun-
tries competing with Canada to negotiate,
with view of having it effective. The prin-
oiple of mutual preferential arrangement with
Great Britain is, however, endorsed, but it
is held the present schedule fails to put
certain Canadian producers on an equitable
basis wiLY wweir competitors in Great Brit-
ain, who enjoy many advantages tending to|
cheapen production.

NESTORIAN COLONY
IN THE NORTHWEST

Thirty-Eight from Northern Persia
Come, Via Newfoundland, to Join
Their Brethren in Saskatchewan.

R —

Halifax, N. S., Jan. 27—Among the
passengers on the steamer Bruce, at Syd-
ney, from Newfoundland yesterday, was
a party of thirty-eight Nestorians from
northern Persia who are bound to Sask-
atchewan. The party is in charge of Rev.
Isaacs Adams, who is devoting his life
for bettering the conditions of those peo-|
ple. Dr. Adams has spent fifteen years:
in the western states and Canadian
Northwest, and was so much impressed
with the possibilities of the latter coun-
try that he decided to raise a fund to
found a colony of his countrymen there.
His efforts have met with considerable
sucerss and alrcady there are about 125
of his people settled at North Battleford,
Saskatchewan, where they have taken up
homestcads and engaged in wheat grow-
ing and cattle raising with a good deal
of success.

The party left their homes four months
ago and experienced a great deal of diffi-
culty in getting to this country. In Rus-
sia they were detained fifty-eight days,
the officials of that country holding them
up on the slightest pretence. After fin-
ally getting out of Russia they made their
way to Liverpool, coming to St. John’s in
the Allan liner Mongolian. The cost of

|

about $100 per head.

HARVEY E. WHITE, OF
ST. JOHN, GETS A JOB

Ottawa, Jan. 25—Harvey Edmund White,
of St. John, has been gazetted assistant
inspector of weights and measures for the
Hstrict of St John.

sl Fletcher, who declared

SLOW PROGRESS
IN THAW THIAL

Only Seven Jurymen Secured
Out of 107 Talesmen
Examined

PRISONER CHIPPER

Assists Counsel in Selacting Men to
Decide His Fate--Much Interested
in Reporters’ Work -~ Wife and
Mother Present--All Kinds of Ex-
cuses to Dodge Jury Service.

New York, Jan. 25.—Fifty-one talesmen
were examined in rapid fire order in the
effort to complete the jury which is to
try Harry K. Thaw for killing Stanford
White, and at the end of the day’s ses-
sion two mames had been added to the
jury roll, making seven in all. One hun-
dred and one talesmen have thus far been
examined and five jurors remain to be
chosen.

That there is increasing difficulty in
finding men who are willing or competent
to serve was evidenced by the fact that
on the first day of the trial three jurors
were sworn from among nineteen tales-
men, one of them being excused subse-
quently by the court. On the second day
it required the winnowing of.more than[
one-fourth of the entire special panel of
200 men to secure two members of the
necsssary twelve.

One of the new jurors is Harold R.
Faire, a printer and publisher, who is the
only unmarried man thus far selected.
Faire is not more than 28 or 30 years old,
smooth shaven and has exczllent features.
The second new juror is Malcolm S. Fra-
ser, a dealer in underwear. He is per-
haps forty years old and is married. Early
in Mr. Fraser's examination it became ap-
parent from the manner of his answers
that he would make a juror satisfactory
to both sides and there was no surprise
when he was accepted. Faire was regis-
tered as No. 6 and Fraser as No. 7 in
the trial panel.

This panel, as it grows, impresses the
followers of the case morz and more fa-
vorably and it is looked upon as being
composed of as high a type of citizens as has
ever been in a jury box in any court in
this jurisdiction.

Many Excuses.

Excuses framed by the talesmen to
avoid jury duty in the cass are growing
more varied each day. Man after man
declared today that his opinion as to the
guilt or innocence of the accused was so
firmly fixed as to admit of no change by
reason of any testimony that might be
adduced. District Attorney Jerome tried
to convince the talesm2n that newspaper
stories were not the same as sworn tes-
timony before a court, but his efforts
were generally unsuccessful and challenges
for caus: were sustained by the court.

Of the fifty-one talesmen examined to-
day only three were peremptorily reject-
ed. The state challenged a talesmen nam-
ed Nesbit who stated, however, that he
was in no way related to Mrs. Evelyn
Nesbit Thaw, wife of the defendant. The
calling of Mr. Nesbit and his examination
attracted much intercst, the most eager
listener being- young Mrs. Thaw herself.

The defence used two peremptory chal-
lenges, one to relieve from duty Harris M,
that while he
would carry an opinion into the jury box
he was sure he could lay it aside upon
hearing the evidence and render a fair and
impartial verdict, The defence challenged
Fletcher in their own right only after Jus-
tice Fitzgerald had overruled a challenge
for cause.

The second peremptory challenge by the
defence was directed against Sol. N. Levy,
tobacco dealer.

Thaw Interested in Reporters.

Harry Thaw seemed much more accus-
tomed to his surroundings today and for
the first time gazed steadily at the crowd
in the court roqm, .which was limited,
however, te talesmen and newspaper writ-
ers. Thaw seemed especially interested in
the reporters’ tables and tried once to
read the large typed account of his trial
in a paper one of the writers was scan-
ning. Another reporter chanced to catch
the prisoner’s eye while he was doing this
and Thaw smiled and turned his head
away. He seemed to have a much better
color today, although his wife was paler,
the whiteness of her face being intensi-
fied by the thin blue veil she wore in place
of the customary white tulle affair.

The work of going through the jury list
was extremely tedious. Bits of cnlnrI
were thrown into the day’s proceedings, |
however, by a talesman named Ketcham,
who said he was connected with an elec-
trical supply house, and supplemented this
with the declaration that, while he was
not opposed to capited punishment in first
degree murder cases, he was opposed to
the use of electricity in that connection.
Ketcham, when asked if he knew Stan-
ford White, replied:

“] am glad to say I did not.

Another feature of the day was the
number of talesmen who had known
Stanford White. At one time three men
in succession asserted that they had been
so well acquainted with the 'dead architect
as to make them unsuitable as jurors.

There will be no session tomorrow, the
court adjourning late today until Mon-
day morning. It is not customary for
supreme court justices to sit on Saturday
in this city. In the meantime the seven
jurors will be in the custody of bailiffs.

HON. ANDREW G. BLAIR,
STRICKEN WITH HEART

FAILURE, DIED SUDDENLW,

(Continued from page 3)

John to the best of his ability: I could
tell of several instances of Mr. Blair’s
efforts in ‘this direction. On one occa-
sion we had been informed that a num-
ber of horses, destined for South Africa,
were to Dbe shipped through Portland
(Me.) I knew that Mr. Blair was in town
at the time, so the matter was laid be-
fore him. I saw Mr. Blair at his office
and recited the facts of the case. The

minister turned around and remarked: ‘I’ll|.

do all I can.” The result was the horses
were shipped through St. John. I am
very sorry to hear of his death,” conclud-
ed Mr. Jarvis, ‘“and he will be a very
great loss.”

John A. Chesley.

John A. Chesley, who first became ac-
quainted with Mr. Blair twenty-five years
ago, when attending at IFredericton on
delegations from the common council, said

that on such oceasions he found that Mr.
Blair always had the interests of St. John
at heart. He received the delegations
with much kindness and courtesy and al-
ways showed every possible consideration
for their wishes. From his opinion formed
at that time, Mr. Chesley said he felt
convinced it would not be long before Mr.,
Blair would become one of the most
prominent men in New Brunswick, if not
in the dominion.

He was a keen debater, and while in the
local house placed a great deal of import-
ant and useful legislation on the statute
baoks. He had always regarded Mr, Blair
as holding broad-miaded views. On pub-

lic matters he was aggressive and forcible. |y

He was an able lawyer and in disposi-
tion genmerous and = kindly. There was
nothing in his make up which would
alienate a man, He made friends wher-
ever he went and held them. As regards
his most important work, Mr. Chesley said
he regarded Mr. Blair’s railway commis-
sion bill as a piece of legislation which
would always be a credit to his mem-
ory. His death was a public loss to th
country. :

D, Mullin, K, O.

D. Mullin, K. C., president of the St.
John Law Society, said: ‘“It was a great
shock to me to hear of the sudden death
of Hon, A. G, Blair. One of the greatest
Canadians has passed away. He was a
man of powerful and brilliant intellect and
with a charming personality, and we shall
greatly miss his commanding presence.”

Joseph A, Likely.

Joseph A. Likely =aid that he had
known Mr. Blair for a good many years.
‘He was the best representative St. John
ever had,” he added, “and did more good
for this city than any other minister we
ever had. I knew him well. He was a
good, sound business man, and his loss
will be very much felt.”

Alderman Rowan.

Ald. A. M. Rowan was also much affect-
ed at the death of Mr. Blair. “He was
a very able man,” Mr. Rowan said, “and
it will be a big loss. e was a very
genial and kindly man.”

A. O, Skinner.

“I was very much shocked,” said Mr.
Skinner, “to hear of Mr. Blair's sudden
death, and I am sure the whole community
will be, as all who knew him personally
and by his career as a public man must
feel that (‘anada has lost one of her bast
citizens and a man who gave his life to
serve his country.

“Personally 1 knew him well and always
found him a genial man to meet, and al-
ways ready to help his friends when it
was in his power to do so. I feel the
Liberal party has lost a good supporter,
and as his intention was to return to
political life, the party will fecl his loss
in a practical way.

“I feel deep smorrow has come to his
family by the loss of such a father and
husband, and the sympathy of all will go
out to them in their great bereavement.”

Hon. James Holly

Speaking of the death of Hon. Mr.
Blair, Mr. Holly said last evening he had
known him all his life. In his judgment
Mr. Blair was everything and a gentleman
withal. He felt Mr. Blair’s death very
keenly.

W. G. Scovil.

W. G. Scovil, when told the news, was
greatly shocked by it. He spoke of his
personal acquaintance with Mr. Blair,
stretching over a period of twenty-five
years, and of the strong personal magnet-
ism which marked him and of the fact
that Mr. Blair always had a large personal
following in his public lite. Mr, Scovil
looked upon him as vne of New Bruns-
wick’s ablest sons, if not one of the ablest
Canada had ever produced. His death
would cause a great shock throughout the
land and a gap would be left such as would
be hard to fill. Men might differ from
Mr. Blair in politics, but all must admire
the qualities so prominent in him.

John Keeffe,

John Keefe said that this province had
sustained a great loss in the death of Hon.
A. G. Blair, who in private life was in
all respects a worthy man, while in public
affairs his marked ability entitled him to
rank with great representative New
Brunswick men of former times.

O. P. Baker.

C. P. Baker said he had heard the news
with a great deal of surprise, as yesterday
afternoon at 5 o'clock he was speaking
over the tclephone to Allan Randolph, of
Fredericton, and that gentleman informed
him that he had been with Hon. Mr. Blair
only an hour or so before., Mr. Baker
said he was very well acquainted with and

held a high opinion of Mr. Blair, who Was | jng.

in all respects a gentleman. In public life
he had few if any equals in point of
ability.

A. P, Barnhill, ’

“I have been deeply pained,” said Mr,
Barnhill, “by the news of the death of
the Hon. Mr, Blair. In common with his
many other political and professional
friends in this province, I regard his
death not only as a great personal loss
but as a public misfortune. As I have
enjoyed his close personal friendship for
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‘man in every sense of the word, a great

§ | gone; in all big questions—questions

many years, I am greatly grieved by the
sad news and I desire to. express my sin-
cere sympathy with his family.”

Tributes from Old Associates.

Fredericton, N. B., Jan. 25.—(Special)—|
J. H. Barry, K. €., when scen by al
Telegraph representative this eveningl
scemed to be deeply affected by the death
of his old friend and former partner. He
had been intimately associated with Mr.
Blair for many years and knew him to be
a man possessed of great force and high
character. He had plenty of native abil-
ity and was undoubtedly a strong man in
politics. He also ranked high as a law-
rer. ;
W, T. Whitehead, M. P. P., said that
his acquaintance with Mr. Blair dated
back a period of thirty-five years. “He
was,” said Mr. Whitehead, “perhaps the
best friend I had in the world, apart from
my own family. Mr. Blair was a true

statesman and a great lawyer and his
death is a loss to Canada.”

Judge Wilson, who was for years Mr.
Blair’s colleague in the legislature, spoke
in feeling terms of his death. He did not
think that New Brunswick had ever
raised a nobler son than A. G. Blair and
no public man had done more to advance
its interests. ‘“His political life was a
stormy one but he was not a man who
ever called for quarter in an election con-
test. In Mr. Blair one of the brightest
minds in Canada goes out.”

News Startles Moncton.

Moncton, Jan. 25—(Special)—The news
of the death of Hon. A. G. Blair was a
great shock to the citizens. Deceased had
many warm personal friends here and to
no part of the province probably does his
sudden death cause more sincere regret
than in Moncion.

News Shocks Amherst Admirers

Ambherst, N. 8., Jan. 25—(Special)—The
news of the death of the Hon. A. G, Blair
was received here with profound sorrow,
as he had a great many warm admirers in
Ambherst. Being so closely connected with
New Brunswick interests, there were many
here during his active political life who
were supporters of him.

Clergymen’s Tributes.

Fredericton, dJan. 27.—(Special)—The
body of the late Hon. A. (. Blair was
taken to Ottawa last evening in General
Manager Pottinger’s private car attached
to the C. P. R. express. A short service
for the family was conducted at the resi-
dence of the Misses Thompson, Waterloo
Row, by Rev. Willard MacDonald, pastor
of the Presbyterian church. Although the
funeral was really a private one, a large
number of prominent citizens followed the
body to the station. Those who accom-
panied the body to OttZwa were Mr. and
Mrs. Randolph, Mr. and 'Mrs. Walter
Clarke, Senator Thompson, W. T. White-
head and Miss Mary Thompson.

Flags were flying at half mast yesterday
on the City Hall, Dominion building, Nor-
mal School and Queen Hotel out of respect
to the memory of the deceased.

In the city churches today, references
were made from the pulpits to the sudden
death of Mr. Blair, and tributes were paid
to his memory.

At the service this evening Bishop Rich-
ardson spoke eloquently. of the life and
character of the dzceased and referred to
the great loss the country has sustained
by his death.

In St. Dunstan’s church Rev. F. L. Car-
ney paid a graceful tribute to Mr. Blair’s
worth as a public man and his remarks
were followed with the greatest interest.

Reference to Mr. Blair's death was also
made at the Metrodist, Baptist and Pres-
byterian churches.

Mr. Tarte’s Opinion,

Montreal, Jan. 27—Writing on the
death of Hon. A, G. Blair, Hon. Mr.
Tarte says:

“I was in a great measure responsible
for his entry into federal politics. In 1806
when the Liberals came in it was felt
that the federal party might be material-
ly strengthened by taking in some pro-
vineial statesmen. I went down to New
Brunswick. I found Mr. Blair in a re-
markable position. For twelve or thirteen
years he had dominated the provincial
legislature, and, for good or evil, there is
not the slightest doubt that at that time
he possessed the undivided confidence of
the people of New Brunswick. Mr. Blair
was in absolute control, He controlled the !
legislature as a school master controls & |
schoolroom. There was no opposition
whatever, his word was law.

“Well he came to Ottawa, as well as
some others from the provincial arenas. I!
will not say that, perhaps, the long years
spent in a eramped arenas, politically,did
not tend to make him a little domineer-
He had been absolute master so
long over his little kingdom that, per-
haps. he, at times, may have felt a little
impatient over the tardiness of the rest
of us to fall in with his views. He had
been the one man power so long-absolute,
brooking no opposition; requiring no ad-
viee.

“At Ottawa, however, ‘there  were
twelve of us at the council board. He
was not a great success in debate. He

got angry at things that myself and the
rest of my colleagues laughed at. He
would get offended -and turn his back to
the house, when he could have got the
estimate through with a joke. Ile never
understood the art of getting estimates
through the house of commons.
‘T will say this for the man who is
in-
yolving problems of creed and race, Mr.
Blair always proved himself a great man—
a man of fine intuitions, broad sympathies
and lofty intellect. In council his col-
leagues sometimes- quarrelled with him.
He took up a given position, and he
would not budge an inch. Frequently the
other ministers held equally strong opin:
ions, and the result was an interesting
situation within the cabinet. -
**Where he shone was when a question
of appeal came up—a recommendation to
mercy. Here it was a pleasure to listen
to him. He Qad a purely legal mind and
it was bea#tiful to study the way he
would ma#hall his arguments and lay the
gatter before the council. No one
Fompare with him in this. We all
and admired his  wonderful
oning powers.
“His greatest effort in. the house of |
commons was undoubtedly his speech on |
the Grand Trunk Pacific measure, and, to!
my way of thinking, few more convincing !
arguments have been heard in our Cana-
dian parliament. It was a monumental de-
liverance which had its effect, and will be
long remembered in parlimentary an-
nals. i
“Yes, I think he was a James J. Hill
man in his sympathies—at. least, that is
the opinion he gave me. lle made his
mistakes—poor Blair did, and he no
doubt suffered for them. Many will re-
gret the untimely end of such great ab-
ilities.”
Robert Bickerdike, M. P.

Recalling Mr. Blair’'s memorable speech
in the house of commons, Robert Bicker-
dike, M. P., for St. Lauwrense, said: “It
was one of the most powerful speeches I
ever listened to. He had notes, of course,
to which he referred from time to time,
but the speecn was extempore, otherwise
he would never have produced the effect
he did. He proceeded from one point to
another, sequentially, building up his re-'

FOUR BOYS MET
'HORRIBLE DEATHS

Burned to a Crisp in Dover, N. H.,
Cotton Mill Fire

Five Hundred Operatives in
Broke Out — Thrilling

the Building When Flames
Escapes and Daring Res-

cues Effected—Several Injured—Monetary Loss Over

$500,000.

Dover, N. H., Jan. 26.—Dover’s most dis-
astrous fire which occurred today cost the
ives of four and probably five of her boy
mill operatives and a property loss exceed-
ing half a million dollars in the burning of
ber largest factory building, known as Mill
No. 1, of the Cocheco Mfg. Co. The bodies
of the four boys, charred beyond all hope
of identification, were found this afternoon
in the midst of the smoking rumins and as
tive boys are known to be missing, it is
believed that another body will be found.

The missing boys are:

Charles Cosgrove, aged 16.

Constantine Elopulos, aged 16.

John Nicholopulos, aged 15.

— Redden, aged 15,

—Hester, aged 15.

The operatives injured were as follows:

James Ashton, aged 45, both legs frac-
tured by jumping,

William Turner, aged 50, hip broken by
Jjumping.

Theodore Blancos, 24, hands burned and la-
cerated.

James Papas, 25, burned and bruised.

Anthony Francis, 25, burned and cut.

John Hester, 40, ankle broken by break-
ing rope on which he was descending.

Several of the injured were hurt while
saving their lives by climbing down ropes
which they found near the windows and
one end of which they tied to the ma-
chinery.

Five Hundred in Peril.

That more lives were not sacrificed in
the disaster was the wonderment as well
as the cause of gratitude tonight by the
people of Dover. In a flash the fire broke
out in the mill not long after the 500 or
more operatives had assembled this morn-
ing for their day’s work, and in a moment
it seemed, had swept through the struc-
ture. An appalling scene at once fell upon
the working people, men, women and chil-
dren; yet almost all escaped safely from
the doomed factory.

Friction from a belt generating sparks
which lodged in a mass of cotton quickly
created shects of flames on the third floor
of the factory from which the operatives
ran to the stairways.

All in the factory soon knew of the fire

and the exits becanmic blocked by a strug-
gling mass of people. On the fifth or top
floor the operatives were mostly boys, and
it is here, undoubtedly, that thosc whose
bodies were found lest their lives. On the
first and second floors the operatives were
largely girls and these reached the ground
by the stairways, The men were grouped
on the third and fourth floors and it was
on the fourth floor that many found their
way of escape by the stairways cut off, and
were forced to reach safety by means of
the windows. The 'flames quickly spread
upwards, threatened to hem them in en-
tirely, and several jumped without hesita-
tion from the windows., among them Tur-
ner and Ashton. Others secured the ends
of ropes inside of the windows and de-
scended by the rope to the ground. In doing
this, however, they were scorched by the
fire and their hands were lacerated and cut
by the friction from the rope.

Daring Rescues.

There were many daring rescues by the
firemen. Four imprisoned men on the
fourth floor were taken out by means of
an extension ladder, though not until they
had passed one by one over a stout pole
which the rescuing firemen had made fast
to the top of their two short ladder,
resting the other end against the window
widow sill.

It was 1 o’clock in the afternoon before
the fire was under control, and it was some
time™ after that the ruins could be exam-
ined to discover whether they contained
any bodies.
were found together. The mill is practi-
cally a total loss although the machinery
on the first and second stories is damaged
only by water.

Mill No. 1 of the Cocheco plant, which
manufactures cotton goods, was erected in
1877. It was the largest of several mills
constituting the company’s plant here.
Mill and contents were insured for between
$500,000 and $£600.000.

Charles H. Fish, the local agent for the
company, announced tonight that the work
of rebuilding the mill would start at once.
The fire was viewed by several thousand
people who congregated from nearby towns
and cities.

morseless argument. The chief thing was
this—the speech was sustained at a single
high level. It was ruthless in the accuracy
with which he pierced the armor of the
government. The man knew his subject.
He had givey much thought to railway
problems in this country. He was, there-
fore in a superior position and the fact
that the government had ignored him in
the mapping of the project of the Grand
Trunk Pacific gave to his speech the note
of passion, of personal feeling, which made

4it intensely interesting. Sir Wilfrid was

as pale as death. ‘The prime minister
says that the country cannot wait,” thun-
dered Mr. Blair, ‘but would it not be
more to the point to say that the Hon.
Mr. Cox cannot wait,” this was the climax.
The sensation produced was the most in-
tense I have ever witnessed in the house.
Well, he is gone, and. large things seem
very small in death. I liked him very
much. He was a strong man, with a mind
for organization and construction and he
will” be much missed.”

THAW ENRAGED
AT KEWSPAPERS

Reference to Family Dissensions About
His Case Vexed the Young Man So
Much That He Refused to Attend
Divine Service—Jury Has the Best,

New York, Jan. 27.—Harry K. Thaw,
whose trial for the murder of Stanford
White will be continued tomorrow, was in
good spirits today until he read the Sun-
day newspapers, the contents of these in
so far as they indicated that there was
dissension among members of his family
or counsel displeased him greatly. A note
of inquiry was torn to bits unread and the
mesenger was instructed to say that the
prisoner desired neither to sec nor to hear
from newspaper men.

When the’ hour for divine worship ar-
rived, for the first time in several months
he declined the usual invitation to at-
tend.

The seven jurors who, under guard of
five officers of the court squad, occupy a
suite on the third floor of the Broadway
Central Hotel, passed an uneventful day.
Unable to agree upon the church which all
might attend, and not being permitted to
separate, they compromised by deciding to
spend the morning hours at the hotel. In
the afternoon they were taken for a drive
in Central Park.

Sunday papers from which all reference
to the Thaw trial had been clipped, were
provided for the jurors. All were in good
health and spirits.

They expressed themselves as well pleas-
ed with the arrangements made for their
comfort.

The Horse Died After Rescue.

Those familiar with the condition of the
ice on inland lakes are aware of the great
danger lying in the numerous “bursts,” as
they are called by country people. These
are large cracks in the ice, caused by con-
traction, and sometimes are several fect
wide.

On Thursday, as Finn Taylor was driv-
ing across Grand Lake his horse went into
one of these “bursts.”” Mr. Taylor scram-
bled out, and ran nearly three miles to
the nearest house -for help. The rescue
party managed to get the animal out alive
but it expired soon after being taken from
the water.

New Zealand has 2,374 miles of railroad
in an arca of 104,000 square miles.

SWETTENHAM  OFFERS
IS RESIGHATION

People of Kir;gston Relieved of All
- Rates and Taxes for 15 Months.

Kingston, Jamaica, Jan. 27—It is un-
derstood that Governor Swettenham ten-
dered his resignation to Lord Elgin, Sec-
retary for the Colonies, a few days ago
in consequence of the Admiral Davis in-
cident and his inability to solve the prob-
lem created by the earthquake. On Satur-
day the governor visited the temporary
offices of the municipal council and in-
formed the vice-chairman, who is acting
in the absence of Mayor Tait, who is in-
jured, that the governmeént had decided
to relieve the people of Kingston from all
rates and taxes for a period of fifteen
months, beginning the first of January.
This announcement has been received
with pleasure by the residents of the
city, who will be encouraged to start the
work of rebuilding as early as possible.

The most Rev. Enos Nuttall, Arch-
bishop of the West Indies, in an inter-
view, said that the municipal council was
unable to deal with the present extra-
ordinary emergency and should be abolish-
ed and one commissioner with full powers
should be appointed to govern the city
during the period of reconstruction. He
also declared that in addition to the gen-
erous contributions from the United
States, Canada and elsewhere it was ab-
solutely necessary to obtain an imperial
grant and a large imperial loan to rebuild

the attitude of the English fire insurance
companies, which have disclaimed all li-
ability for Josses sustained during the
carthquake and fire.

NEW YORK CATHOLICS
PROTEST ABOUT
FRENCH CHURCH LAW

New York, Jan. 27—The Hippodrome,
the largest playhouse in the city, was
filled tonight when Catholics, lay and
clerical, of the archdiocese of New York,
met to publicly protest against the new
French church law. The action of the
government of France in divoreing church
and state was sharply attacked by several
speakers while some 4,000 listened with
approval.

The speakers, in addition to the chair-
man, included Arehbishop John M. Far-
ley, and State Supreme Court Justice
James Fitzgerald.

At the conclusion of the speaking the

ience voted to send to the Pope in
the name of the Archbishop, the follow:
ing cablegram:

“Cardinal Merry Del Val. Rome.

“Upwards of 20,000 Catholics of New
York tonight protest against religious
persecution of Catholies in Irance and
send loving greeting and sympathy to Iis
Holiness, Pope Pius X.

POPE'S RIVAL WANTS HIS
POWERS RECOGNIZED

Paris, Jan. 27—Mgr. Villatte, head of the
independent Catholic movement in America,
who is now in Paris, has written a letter
| to the Figaro insisting upon his position
as ‘‘Archbishop of the Patriarch oi Autioch,
of which St. Peter was the founder.”

He says he cares nothing about personal
vilifications but that he does want the legi-
timacy of his powers and the ordinations
which he expects to make in France before
returning to America unquestionea.

Senator Dobson Dead

"Toronto, Jan. 27—(Special)—Senator John
Dobson died at his residence at Lindsay
(Ont.) Sunday afternoon after a long illness,
aged 83 years.

James V. Russell has purchased the
Sutherland property in Brussels street and
will fit up a store in it for his business.

The remains of the four boys'

Kingston, more particularly in view of:
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