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8 M ‘“Yhelatest discovery, or fathet
7 the latest theory,in science, 'says
a recent London despatchi, is that of brain waves. "’

The corréspondent uses compendable discretion in
making this distivction between discovery and
theory—a virtne hardly to be expected in a gatherer
of trams-atlantic news. It is just this failure to
make the distinction’ bétween ,discovery and theory
~-i1 other words betweeri things known and things
guessed at, which has led to people “knowing so
matiy things that ain’tse.!' Thetheory alluded toas
to brain waves, wds predented in the presidential ad-
dregs delivered a few days ago before the British
Society of Psychical Research, by Professor Willin_m

Crookes.” The theory i put forth as an ditenipt to

accatint for theght fransicrencéthat is the infu-
mcmihd upon another at @ distanice wpds
withotit any of the ordinary meaus of communica-
tion. . That there is such transference will seem to
people generally, we suppose, as a proposition which
hag itself scarcely yet ‘advanced ‘hevond the re; Zion
of theory, and: to them Professor Lmoke s attempt

wil¥ ‘appedr as ‘o thedry ‘to account for ‘a
theory, and they will hardly breathe com-
fortably im 'so teémuous: an atmosphere. But

evidently the Socfct_v for Psyclical = Reésearch
has gettled it to its own satisfaction at least, that
thought transference is an established - fict, Now
Professor. Crookes' theory, as we Gppréhend it, is'in
brief, that, just as they ate, or are supposed to be,
vibrations of the air. or ether causing in the mind
the sensations of light and of sound, so the action of
the brain in thought creates waves in- the ether; or
other theoretical medigm, which may reach other
sympathetic brains at a distance and induce in them
similar waves, and so eéxcite in_the persons thus
reached, similar traing of thotight. Such speculation,
the professor admitted, ‘was new and strange to
sciende, It was at present strictly provisional, but
he was bold enough to make it, and the time might
comie when it could be submitted to ‘experimental
tests,
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The ' Teiity The Anglo~Veneznelan Arbitra-
tion treaty was signed provision-
Sined

ooally by Sir, Julian l_’mmcefote,i
the British' Ambassados, and Senor Jose -Andrade,
the Veneznelan Mitfister, ‘at Washingtos, on’ Febiu-

ary and; ‘The treaty” sequites still to be confimied

by ‘the Veuezuelan Parliament, but thoush ' there
appéars to have been some popular feeling in Vene-

‘wright, 3
Commeme and. Fon. L Davxes. M:nmﬁu»

Marine and' Fishéries, went to Wnsh{ngton Tast

week.” ‘The 1hission of the honorable gehtlemen is
understood to be,among other thidgs, to promots the
interest of reciprocal trade between the two coun-
‘tries. Aceogging' to'a statement given ont by them
for pn’bhcahou they are in Washington, in the first
place, to confer with Sir Julian' Panncefote on sev-
eral xmpomnt matters affécting Catada and the
United States.” And, while at the Umtxd States
capitl, they will see as many of the publc meti'as
possible and discuss with them: the existing trade
relations between the two countries, and the possi-
bility of making those relations broader and: freer
than t!!eyﬂowa!e They desire on behalf of the
Domiwien Government to ascertam the views of
Ametican. pubhc men on the question of reciprocal

 trade, héfmé ftﬂmmg the tariff bill which .is to be

mtmdwed atthn approaching session of Parliament,
This is a Taudable ‘purpose and Messrs, Cartwrxght
and Davies are. to, he wished success in: theit mis-
sion.. The strong ‘sentiment evident among the
public men of the United Statds against reciprocal
trade makes it, however, rather improbahle that any
basis for freer trade that weuld be of Large benefit

to Canada can’be'arrniged; Al that our ministers

‘dent that jaumy and dxlttﬂst of -
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to so great a degree among United' Stihu e
as to make it extrentely doubtful whether. '4
can pass the Senate unless it shall e first 80 mut} e
¢d by amendments as to render it W&nﬁyﬁ‘ o

less. - The oppesition fo. the treaty MJ"’W
different quarters and for different reasoms. . JEbhe
Silver' men’ seem disposed to. nse, their jinflyence
dgainst . anyt)nag providing for. cordial irelations.
with Grert Btitnﬁ! hcvmseof her-amdwwﬂ* 3

land, wﬁl be very wﬂhng to see
matter pquponed during the l:fe
present. uhmmstmtxon
profess to ‘be alarmed lat the.
scane deep, dark plot of the British. Governmie
get the better of the United States: They femr

the Monroe doctrine will be invalidated; thatiBngs
land will manage to get the ndvantage in cases f
arbitration, that the King of Swedeirwould’
an unpartml umpr[re. and so forth The plu ¢

‘ouit' do, We.guppose, at présent 48 to sound public Fmﬂ%

sentintent in the United States through leading pub-
He men. - In Canadd the Government could give
A guarantee ‘of value ‘a8 to what Parliament
would. do ‘in i the way of tariff veform, " In
the United States ‘the relations of ‘the Exécutive
and Congress make any such gharantee obviously
impossible,  ‘No one can with much agsurance pre-
dict what Congress will do in reference to any new
subject with which it may have to deal and especi-
ally in referenge to matters in which local interests
are so much concerned as in this subject of recipro-
cal trade.

X * & k x
Pradis While . the fecundity of the
3 Frenéh race in North America
Concerned. .°

. is remarkable, quite the contrary
has come to beé true in France, and the failure of the
natioh 19 increase in population causes much con-
cern to its public men. The National Alliance for
the increase of the population of France has lately
presented a petition urging on the Government the
.adoption of certain measures, which it is hoped may
have the effect of emconraging marriage and the
rearing of larger families. Something in that direc-
tion_had alrveady been attempted. For example a
law ‘was passed some years ago by which gyery
seventh child in a family may be educated and
boarded while at school at the expense of the nation,
1t is now proposed that government scholarships in

schools, cees and academies be given only to fam-
ilies . ha v{g at least three children lnmg All
fayors of government, such as!tobacconists’ licenses;
concessions i colonies, &¢., also.to be given to
such families. ~When the  claims of Government

zuela agaifist the terms of the treaty; thereis prob-or offictals for: promotion are considered, their namber

ably 1o gdod grounds for suppesing that it will ot
be confirmed, since, for Venezuela fo réfuse arbitra-

tiott on the basis now artanged, would be toset her- .

self iri.oppasition, not only to Great Britain, but to
the, United Stutes; which has championed the cause’
of ‘her wister republic. The signing of the treaty
may therefore be regarded as marking the settle-
ment of & controversy which has tasted for nearly a

which fot some tivwe had

of children fo bé taken into acconnt and ‘other regu
lations of a similar character are recomuiended.
remains to be. seen whether guch encouragémeiit as
it is proposed to give will have any apprecxable *
fect in mcreulng popu latﬁm
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~President. Ehot, of Harvard University, has of-
fered-Becretary hzgy the interdational law professor-

. ship'of that ;nmtntvm ‘Mt Qlhey has taken the
cegtury and mnmptwn of diplomatic relations .
between :

-matter wnder consideration with the hope of accept-
it

* high character, who has already done much import- g

* divine guidance, to render most important sérvice tb-*

vided it does not mterferem much with - -the -denomination and the world at Targe in con

which the two nations have ﬁuledto adjust by diplm
matic negotidtions, an amendment has beem:pros
posed, excepting fromy the scope of grbitratiom il
questions which affect the foréign' or domestiepolisy
of either of the high contracting purties’ or'thé'rélad
tion of either to any other state or power, by tréaty
of otherwise. Such ah amendment would oY cofifed
make the treaty, as a means of av: ertwg war bctﬂﬁen
the two nations, qujte valneless. There segms to l?;
no doubt that public opinion, and es xl;.,
better part of it, is strongly in. favor.of the fyeaty.
Some of the semators have expressed great snnayw
ance at-the pressure whichis ‘being broaght todeas
upon that body, through pablic and “‘private:ghens:
nels. It is quite evident that the péople-have tittie
faith in the disposition of the Senate t6 d6'tHe right "
thing in the matter except under ' the “préssiive b‘f
public opinion. M ;
¥ NN E y X v
By a communication, which appears elsewherey.!
from the Secretary of the Board of Governors at’
Acadia University, it will be seen that at the speciat”
meeting of the Board, held'at Woffvillé last Week: o
favorable reply wgs recéived fiom Rev, Mr, Trotter, "
and his appointment as presldcnt of Acadm w:.s '
confirmed. This result wds anticipated. We gx"gh
pleased to know that Mr. Trotter has seen hls iay 4
clear to accept the appointment, and we believe, that
the anneuncement of his haying doneso will.be
received with very general satisfaction by the Baptist
people of these: provinces. A 'good many of theth
are already quite well dequaintéd with Mr. Trotter,”
buit, for the Bettefit of thase Who are ot we shalt”’
endeavor next week to' give our réaders Such il
formation as many will wish to have _Tespectitig the
man who has been chosen to fill the very honoralﬂe
and- respornsibe position .of president of Acadia. It .
will. be a pleasant duty forit. e stssucxa AND
V1sITOR to introduce to itsreaders a’gentleman of Sev:

ant work, and who, we trist, is destified, under :

nechon with our ¢ onal work




