
Mr. Macdonald congratulated 
mover and: seconder of the address upon 
the way in which they had acquitted 
themselves. He only hoped that his own 

I maiden effort would be delivered as well. 
The seconder, the member for Femie, 
spoke under peculiar circumstances, but 
he (Mr. Macdonald) wo...J ia._e occasion 

' to state that in any severe criticism 
which he might make regarding the Fer
me election he was not alluding in any 
personal way to the member for that 
riding.

He referred to the marked difference 
which characterized the introduction of 
party lines. He hoped! that stability 
would be given to the governments in 
the province in eonsequÆce of this.

The speech itself was summed up in- 
the two word's—taxation and borrow. He 
did: not wish to spqak of it disparagingly 
on that account. It was perhaps neces
sary that money should be borrowed1 and 
that taxes should be increased.

The plan of borrowing was somewhat 
different to that in other years. The 
government in the speech admitted that 
it was a bad time to borrow money. If 
this were true, would it not have been 
better to have effected a temporary loan 
of $1,000,000, if necessary, tor three 
years? At the expiration of that time 
the stringency in the money markets 

V} might then have passed away and! a loan 
m might then be floated in the regular way
■ at a rate of perhaps 3% per cent., when
■ this temporary loan might be satisfied» 
B and not the rate of 5 per cent, paid as
■ proposed.

Coming to the mineral taxation he
■ said that it was a plank of the Oonser-
■ vative platform that the 2 per cent, ta-x 

upon the output of the mines as now 
in existence should be repealed and a 
tax should be levied upon the profits of 
the mines.

Members of the government in the last 
parliament described the tax as work
ing infamously, and the Premier had 

I stated that it should be adjusted. Yet 
these men' came and re-enacted/ it in 
their new measure.

Apart from the justness of this tax, it 
was surely reasonable to expect that 
public men should live up to the pledges 
which they gave when seeking election. 
Surely they might expect these men to 
live up to their pledges.

He alluded to the part which the 
mining industry had played in the de
velopment of the country. He showed 
that the prospector was the forerunner 
of the future success of the mining 
camps. From time to time the pioneer 
in this work had vexatious conditions 
thrown in his way. It was true that 
some of the promoters of mining compa
nies had1 been dishonest. In many in
stances they were not. He did not be
lieve that more than 10 per cent, of 

y them were dishonest. These companies 
■i had faith in their prospects, and in many 
■j instances had done the work which had 
IJ permitted of future development by larg- 
|j '-r companies. Legislation had- been in- 
®J t induced from time to time which en- 

: cumbered these companies.
The injustice of this 2 per cent, tax 

j was that the miners which engaged in the 
industry and developed their property 

I were made to pay the tax, while those 
■1 which held back and did not work their 
mL mine were left free from taxation. This 
- 1 ax was therefore one on industry. Many 

properties which were struggling along 
I without paying dividends at all were 

nuuj* to pay this tax, while large wait
ing-companies escaped altogether.

It was not urged that mines should not 
b" faxed. He, however, was not sure

the
J. A. Macdonald.

Victoria, Nov. 30th.
The sitting of the legislature was 

taken up this afternoon with three 
speeches delivered upon the address on 
ry ly to the speech from the throne. 
T yt-. occupied all the time up to G

cJ&k, when the House adjourned, At
torney-General Wilson moving the ad
journment of the debate. The leader of 
the opposition, Jas. A. Macdonald, made 
his maiden effort in the legislature, im
pressing both sides with his fairness. He 
took the government to task for advocat
ing the readjustment of the two per 
cent, mineral tax before election, and 
pledging themselves to a change in that 
connection, and then leaving it as it 
stood. He dealt with the Fernie ballot 
box scandal in a judicial and practical 
manner, also scoring the government 
severely for the position taken.

Premier McBride followed. His speech 
was among the best that he has ever 
delivered. After depicting the financial 
situation in the most deplorable light, 
he called upon the opposition to assist 
the government in getting the loan bill 
through, as the only measure of redress 
possible, and an absolute necessity in or
der to save the province from a lament
able position on December 15th, when 
they were obliged to meet liabilities in 
London. Drifting then from provincial 
politics he attempted an attack upon the 
Federal government in connection with 
the Grand Trunk Pacific, devoting con
siderable time to it.

John Oliver showed the utter weakness 
of the position takn by the Premier in 
his attack upon the Federal government, 
and exposed the attempts made by the 
leader of the government to glorify him
self for election purposes. He removed 
all the glamor with which Premier Mc
Bride endeavored to surround himself 
and exposed him to criticism from a 
practical standpoint. Finally he dealt 
with the Houston episode, proving that 
the member for Nelson1 was correct ini 
describing the Premier as “tricky and 
treacherous.”

o'

The Government Scored for Breaking Its 
Anti-Eiection Fledges— John 

Oliver’s Vigorous Attack.

BOTH THE LEADERS
SPOKE ON ADDRESS
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liSALE BRIBERY

inst Ex-Mayor, Aldermen, 
lator and Others.

fids, Mich., Nov. 30.—-The 
ex-City Attorney Sulsbury 

[he notorious swindle in this 
I to-day in the police court 
unary examination of State 
p. According to Salsbury 
k separate water deals on in 
k at otie- time, each calling 
Imds. One, known as the 
Ir Lake Michigan deal, had 
lOO,000 he said.
Is implicated by Salsbnry 
Itiinony against State Sena- 
Id the amounts he alleged 
I are as follows: Geo. B. 
fcor, $13,775; Geo. Clark 
■per of the Grand Rapids 
1333; R. A. Cameron, New 
■State Senator Davidi E. 
I Aid. McCool, $500; Aid. 
Idd. De Pagler, $350; Aid. 
Ikid. Kinney, $350; Aid. 
|0; Aid. Phillips, $1,000; 
I $350 or $400; Aid. Stone- 
lAld. Lozier, $500; Aid. 
I Aid: Mole, $350; Aid. 
I; Aid. Hodges, $500; AM. 
I Cory Bissells, $500; Rus- 
m. reporter on Evening 
■Isaac Lamoreaux, ex-city 
1 State Representative Van
■ State Representative Van- 
1 F. D. Cogenr, manager 
1 Herald, $10,000; Thoe. 
B prominent attorney, now
■ ,500; C. S. Burchie, man- 
Bening Press, $5,000. 
Blieated in the water deals 
Eater, ex-president of the 
Be works; Dr. Nilke Deries, 
fcian; Geo. Ellis, a local 
fcl M. Lemon, collector of 
Eevenue.
■vas a Milwaukee deal, in- 
E Contractor Lose, of Ohi- 
lerested; the Omaha deal, 
■Barton millionaires are 
■it lip $50,000, and- the Gil- 
■u top of all these Salebury 
venue Collector Samuel M.
■ deal charging Lemon with 
1 with a proposition to buy 
■1 after having bought the
■ooo.
«, manager of tile Evening 
Ihcse charges. Mr. Burche 
I received no money from 
B agents, and that he never 
■or the influence of his

BE ARRESTED.

Inal to be Taken Into Cus- 
Leaves English Prison.

1.—Chas. Allen, the Amerl- 
kminntes several years* 1m- 

Dartmouth on December 
i he walks out of prison he 
ted on an extradition war- 
■m with a daring post office 
ngfleld, Ill., In 1895. Later 
len and one Killoran, broke 
street Jail, New York, and 
land. It was only after Al- 
■ivictod of robbing the Bir- 
hls Identity was discovered. 
Ignorant of the reception

unshine
Alexandra's birthday cele- 
today at Sandringham. In 
I the children on the royal 
[rtnined at tea. the Queen 
vising the wants of her

snowfalls

Alexandra was horn at 
•rnber 1st, 1844.

Flighgnte accused two per- 
rttor-ear talk." He explaln- 
maglstrate that they were
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that it would not be to the benefit of ! In the province of Ontario Premier Rosa government should be able to settle that | pa thy from the opposition, whom 
British Columbia if mines were exempt- had had to pay 5 per cent, on a loan of matter.
ed1 from taxation until they were on a $2,000,000. | The Premier said that he did not
paying basis. The present tax worked The government had endeavored to se- ! know at the time of the election that 
out so that mines which would not be cure a loan on better terms. It was out- j the financial conditions were so strained 
sold under half a million dollars paid side of their power to do so. They had j as they were. During the election the 
no more to the avenues than mines exhausted every means before they got 1 Premier had urged that that was the 
which were not wbrth more than $500. a loan on as favorable grounds as that , reason why they were being called) to- 

He did not know just what the proposed. The government had exhausted j gether. 
framer of that speech meant whea he ®very effort before they evolved as favor- 
made an- appeal to the patriotism and/ a^e a scheme as this one. 
loyalty to the members of the House.
That appeal was not justifiable, as the ince required the government to ask the 1 most peculiar position to take, 
patriotism of every member must be ac- legislature to support them in this loan ! The Premier said that tue money was 
cepted until it was proved otherwise, bill or the result would) be disastrous. On ' necessary in order to provide for the 
Apparently the framer of the speech the 15th of December obligations would j Westminster bridge. Yet three million 
meant to call upon the members of the -have to be met in London. If the means i and a half was borrowed for the pur- 
opposition to support any legislation were not afforded.lt would' be disastrous | pose of meeting the overdraft and pay- 
which was introduced! by the govern- to the province, and attended bÿ the ing for this bridge. What had become 
nient, whether satisfied' with it or not. gravest results. It was impossible, even of that money?
The opposition was not there to play if they were assured that better times 
the mere game of politics, but it was would) result in eight months, to put this 
there to see that the best legislation was matter off. This was he only scheme 
put through the House. i the government had for getting the re-

' quired money.

he ( was absent at the time, as he has been 
wished to aid him in getting his bills : during a good part of the proceedings so 
through. I far.

it would have been bankrupt under these 
conditions. Since confederation British 
Columbia had paid $15,000,000 more in
to the Federal treasury than- it had re
ceived back. AH the present govern
ment asked- in this matter was a fair 
hearing.

•Coming to the Fernie ballot matter, 
he said that the leader of the opposition 
had' shown great discretion in debating 

The leader of the oppo
sition took the occasion to deal with this 
subject apart from its legal aspect. He 
challenged that gentleman to say as a 
lawyer that the government had not act
ed legally in the matter. The deputy 
provincial secretary held the ballots be
cause it was the law. The act, he said, 
would be amended.

“Thank God for that,” said Richard 
Hall.

In otherHe believed that the government had j 
discharged a few temporary assistants , tributed little

ways tlie government Con
or nothing to the argu- 

m the civil service, who should, in the . meats already advanced in its interests, 
interests of economy, have been dis-. ; It Rdl, however, to Stuart Henderson, 
pensed with before. They had an in
stance of a civil servant leaving for a 
Jtrip and giving instructions to his sub
ordinate that he should wash his dogs 
with carbolic soap, should take them 
out for a daily airing and then to till 
in the time go up to the house and do 
some chores.

W. W. B. Mclnnes and R. L. Drury to 
complete the discomfort of tihe govern
ment and prove how untenable was the 
position! occupied by them. Mr. Drury’s 
address was a slicrt one. but Messrs. 
Henderson and Mclnnes along almost en
tirely different lines revealed the present 
administrators as wholly unfitted! to con-

He knew that in his district that the dact the affair? t'1? Pro7“lce- Mr- Mc" 
pnblie work which should have keen In'uef proved the falsity of the annoimee- 
done in the dry season was put off until mentmadeyesterdav by the •Premier 
the wet weather in the fall, so as to give î‘iat c.0'“>no government affected a 
work during the time ot the election. hTthê JL.wZh:er?V “e 

The policy of past governments had The same was true in Dewdney. The . , \e lcm‘er °f On-
been to give away the resources as money on the Laduers-Westminstir road , iH a en commumcat-
quickly as possible. Thousands of acres was wasted. A competent estimate of nm<.h t0 counteract tke i.Sucneè'of t,!e 
of land were set aside for railways in f the road resulted in it being stated that u;nnn„n n ■ . . , ,
the province. Were they devoted'to that j $8.000 would put the road in condition. \ * * e c 1
purpose? No. Tracts were set aside Westminster contributed $2,000, and the 
for the construction of the British Co- $6,000 voted by the government should 
lumuna Southern, yet the laud bonus did have completed it. Yet it would require 
not accomplish that. The much abused $2,000 or $2,500 to put it in shape.
Liberal government at Ottawa secured 
the building of it. That government at 
Ottawa, which the Premier sought to 
discredit, had also forced the hand of 
the C.P.R. and brought on the construc
tion of the Columbia & Western.

The Premier now asked the opposition 
to deal leniently with, him on account 

The financial condition of the prov- \ of the condition of affairs. This was a
this question.

The government was not responsible 
for the Elections Act, said the Attorney- 
General. He would be ashamed of the 

! act had he bad anything to do with the 
as an attempt to stampede the country ! framing of it. It was the work of Mr. 
with respect to the financial position in ! Martin, and that gentleman might well 
order that the banks might hold up the j be ashamed of it and lie could almost 
legislature. ! say every member on the Liberal side

should be ashamed of it.
Going into the legal aspect of thé mat

ter the Attorney-General showed that 
British Columbia followed the Manitoba- 
net very closely. But the British Colum
bia act called for a return of the ballot 
boxes immediately. The Manitoba act 
called for the return after the expiratio» 
of the time for the recount. The British 
Columbia recount was made unworkable. 
The strongest argument which could be 
put forward by the opposition was that 
the amendment providing for a recount 
put another construction u^on the mean
ing of flie completion of a recount.

The opposition had omitted to take the 
proper course of protesting the election, 
and in their ’fcrath at overlooking it they 
stirred up this trouble.

i _ . .. w i.i The custody of the ballot boxes wase<l as a supporter of Mr. Martin whetn- resanM) as aWt a
er he deserted him through trickery he | Framed on the Imperial Aet ,vhere the 
could not sa.i% but he could say that tie , ballots ha(1 „ distinetive mark on the 
member for Delta left Mr. Martin. He

He had no confidence in th^ govern
ment, not because it was a Conservative • Coming to the Fernie ballot box ease 
government, because he was not so strong the Premier said that the government 
a party man- as to take that stand, but was not responsible in the matter. The 
be did so because the government had statute stood, and the leader of the op- 
too weak a majority. He did- not blame j position knew well that no redress was 
tne present government for the present legally possible, as otherwise an appeal 
condition of affairs in any great measure. ! would have been taken from the de- 
But he laid it to the blame of weak cision given in the court. The govern- 
governments in the past. The present ment should surely stand by the laws of

! the province. Would the leader of the 
The government required to be in a «1-position ask tie government to break 

position to define its policy and carry it . *e laws °[.the Province? >,o appeal was
taken in this matter.

:

The House opened at 2 o’clock, pray
ers being read by Archdeacon Seriven.

The Attoruej’-Geueral.
Resuming the debate on the address in 

reply to the speech from the throne, Hon.
Chas. Wilson said that the member for 
Delta seemed to have been laboring un
der the delusion that he was criticising 
a former government. He opposed the 
members of the government, all of whom 
with the single exception of himself were 
liis colleagues and were supported by the 
member for Delta.

He repudiated the charge that the 
Premier had obtained his position by 
trickery and fraud-. It was not so.

The course of the government had been 
consistent throughout. He would remind

llier? was no mention of this question £he member for Delta that he was elect- i 
being dealt with by the government. It 

knotty question, and the govern
ment avoided it. If the dyking ques
tion was not to be dealt with by the 
members of the govemmvnt they should 
take the proper course and resign, giving
place to men who could deal with it. concern himself with the welfare of the 
Tnere had been an Immense amount of Conservative party. In his own case his

party had endorsed him. In the bye- 
Taking up the Houston matter, Mr. election in Vancouver his party passed 

U-liver said; he found that the president judgment upon whether he was true to 
of the Conservative Association, of Brit- the party or not. 
ish Columbia charged the Premier in his 
manifesto with beiug guilty of trickery 
and treachery. The members should 
know whether these chargee were true.

Proceeding to refer to Mr. Houston’s 
name being submitted to the Lieut.- 
Gowroor as a member of the cabinet,
Attorney-General Wilson asked if he had the country. But there it stopped. it would require education to bring the
authority for this. He lamented that the member for Del- people of the east to realize the Oriental

Mr. Oliver thereupon read the corres- ta had had ^he bad taste to introduce immigration question in its true light,
pondence, including Mr. Houston’s-letter the Houston episode. He was not so The public men of British Columbia
to Premier McBride and His Honor’s ! sure that the allusion to His Honor the should realize that also in their work.

Lieut.-Governor was not out of order. When the government sent another 
He rather believed it was. commission back to tlie Dominion govern-

Proceeding, however, to take the sub- ment that commission would have to go 
ject up, the Attorney-Genera I said that a different spirit to that shown by 
the question referred to by the member them in their speeches in the House,
for Delta in the debate, in which he They migfat haye to tflke R different
quoted from Todd, did notapply to such | way# and cot gpend so lon^ flt ^ pau^ 
a circumstance as this Those rules ap- ohicago, New York and perhaps a day 
plied to questions of public policy. at Ottawa

Reading from authorities the Attor- Keferriug to the fair„wage clause, he 
ney-General held that whe,, a recommen- rontended that it was perf(H.tiy cU,ar that 
dation wae made by the Prem.er which that would , inPthe G -and Trunk 
mvol™l a qaesuon of policy and which pacifi constTU7tion Then ; y,,

J**, ™ Grand Trilak Pacific, before boil dingbe construed as constituting something .. . „ .. - . ^ ... **
essential to the welfare of the country, »rd,8h Ootanta, would have
that then the Premier should resign. “ c°.“e td the legislature of Br.t.sh Ce- 
The calling of the member for Nelson in- mibla aad a In d°-
to the cabinet could not be so construed. ">« 90 ni aet Passad ‘n 1893 in tie iTOT- 
The Premier had acted In a perfectly ™c.e would app.y also to tie exclusion of 
constitutional way throughout. His <-^ricnt|ll labor.
Honor had refused' to approve of the . Coming to the Ferme recount matter, 
recommendation of the member for Nel- exception to the Attorney-GeD-
son as Chief -Commissioner of Lands and ^ra- s statement that the Fernie ballot 
Works. His Honor was perfectly within, boxes had been returned just as tliosB 
his right in refusing to accept of him. Cranbrook and Greenwood. He wa»
He had given his grounds and it could informed that Greenwood ballot boxes- 
not be said that they were not sufficient. wcre retained for 12 days, Grand Fork»
The subsequent action of the member for 10 days, while Fernie boxes were sent 
Nelson further tended to prove that His ; back the next morning, though the r»- 
Honor was right in refusing him. turning officer was advised of a recount.

No one would pretend to say that tbe Had the situation been reversed, and 
of the member for Nelson Mr. Smith' declared elected, then the

boxas would never have reached the 
Deputy Provincial Secretary, but bee» 
returned to Fernie.

Allusion he said had been made to the 
Vancouver election, which he admitted 
had resulted in- a gratifying manner to 
the ministry. Attempts were made to 
show that this Fernie matter had some
thing to do with that result. He thought 
it had not.

There were seven reasons for it, iterat
ed and'reiterated by the ne^rpapers of 
Vancouver before the election. These 
seven reasons were five loaves and twe 
fishes. ' 7 x

Inhibe King*? speech he found allusdoBr 
to co-operation. That was a pet phrase 
of the Socialists, and he could not 
imagine it being inserted for any other 
reason- than to gain that support.

This province had long been in the 
hands of the Philistines. That time had 
passed away, and it was delivered into 
the hands of the Jews. (Laughter.) This 
loan bill, in view ot the rate of interest 
and the place payable made it one of the 
most extravagant in the history of the 
province.

The new Assessment Act was not »»

“Hasm’t the work been done efficiently 
on thij road?” asked Premier McBride.

“I say that there has not been sufficient 
done for the money expended,” replied 
Mr. Oliver.

ministry was likewise weak. A milion was expended on the West
minster bridge, yet its efficiency for 
vehicular traffic was lessened by a half 
mile of road, which would form an ap
proach to it, being left almost impassi
ble.

Referring to the weakness of past gov
ernments he saidl that the return of the 
Dunsmuir government by 16 of a major- 
hy was not a sign of strength. A gov
ernment was strong not only by the num
bers of its supporters but by the' co
hesion of the party and the ability of the 
leaders, and that was lacking in the 
Dunsmuir government.

The new conditions introduced in the 
proposed taxation scheme would upset 
conditions in- the province. The taxation 
of 50 cents a thousand on shingle bolts 
would close all the shingle mills in. the 
province.

Alluding to tne coal taxation he ridi
culed the disposing of coal lands at $10 
an acre. These lands were worth mil
lions of dollars. He instanced three 
claims in Southeast Kootenay being held 
at $110,000. Was it wofth while to save 
those lands in Southeast Kootenay to be 
disposed of for the paltry sum of $10 
an acre? It was just as reasonable to 
give these lands away.

Taking up the statement of the Prem
ier that this loan^ill was the best, finan
cial arrangement which it was possible 
tot make, Mr. Oliver said) it struck him 
as appearing that the government had 
arranged with some one to take the 
whole of this loan at the fixed- rate of 
5 per cent. He denied that the province 
of Ontario had within recent years bor
rowed money at a rate of 5 pér cent. 
It looked as though some corporation was 
exploiting the province in this matter.

If absolutely necessary that the loan 
bill should be pht through before De
cember 15th he would agree to pass it, 
obnoxious aS it was, rather than 
pudiate the debts of the province.

Alluding to the Alaska award, he be
lieved it would nqt disturb the spirit of 
patriotism in the province. That was 
laid in deeper sentiment than this.

In the Fernie ballot matter the law 
had been, overlooked. The law provides 
that a recount within ten- days shall be 
allowed, yet that was not given- to a 
canuidate in Fernie. The Premier said 
the-Vancouver electorate gave, the Con
servative party support and thus en
dorsed this matter. But he would re
mind; the government side that Vancou
ver was not the whole of British Co-

through, not being at the mercy of any j 
one or two members. An appeal was ta^en, however, to the 

highest court in this province, it wasAnother reason was seen for this ap- . , ^ ^
peal to patriotism in events which hap- troe-^an appeal o the electorate in the 
penent between, October 3rd and the pres- | Vancouver bye-election-and it was de- 
ent time j ew*€(i against the opposition in spite of

1 the eloquence of their leader on this very

Had the dykes been properly handled 
there would be no need for the $1,000,- 
UU0 loan now. Handled correctly there 
would have been settlers enough in these 
districts to have recompensed them for

After the events in connection with 
the Fernie election an appeal might well i Questl0°-
bo made to patriotism- He conceived it Uld tbe leader tbe opposition dis-

; regard the voice of the ballot box In it.
to be wrong for the government, having ^ ^ ,
the instruments of government in its j Vancouver. He had contended for the

recognition of that voice in the one in
stance, but in the other disregarded- it. 
There was a great gathering in- Vancou-

hands, to appoint the partner of one of 
the candidates as returning officer. He
also conceived it to be wrong for that , , , , , „
returning officer, having the knowledge , Ter tor the bye-election when tie Ferme 
through, tie papers and otherwise that , ballot- box matter was us*d tl>ita utmost, 
a recount was to be demanded, to- re- -i ;biu‘y gathered even from Ottawa for 
turn those ballots to Victoria. He lt- 
could not approve of the attitude taken 
by the government.

It was found that a loop hole existed session he said it was likely that
by which the Attorney-General and the a measure would’ be introduced to amend 
Provincial Secretary were excused from statute and do away with the diffl-
returuing these ballot boxes. /Even if j milty met with in the Fernie election, 
such a loop hole existed he could not.1 “Will it De retroactive?” asked S. 
approve of the members of the govern- | Henderson.
ment crawling through this loop hole. “H the member will say in what 
The spirit of the law was clearly mani- measure he wishes it made retroactive 
fesrin recognizing that the election 
not over until the time for the recount j Premier.
had expired. Therefore the member» I Continuing, the Premier referred to the 
of the government would in no 
have been violating the statutes in re- teT recognition of the rights of the prov- 
turning these ballot boxes. The Attor- jnce- Th* report would be forthcoming 
ney-General had he given the act a rea- a ehort time. If the province were 
sonable and fair interpretation, these g‘lven- proper recognition with respect to 
boxes would have been returned: j fishery matters alone it would not be 
lit was therefore no wonder that j likely to require the House to meet at 
His Honor appealed-to the patriotism of j this time this year. The Federal powers

I had turned a deaf ear to the demand for

sacred duty.was a

back of them, it had become necessary 
to make them as secretive as possible.

In concluding he regretted that the 
member for Delta found himself in such 
questionable company as the member for 
Nelson.

-might have done it on principle or not. 
The member for Delta did not need to

Did they want the Attorney-General 
to violate the laws of-the province? Dur- waste in connection witn the dykes.

Stuart Henderson.
Mr. Henderson said he found himself 

The member for Delta had nothing to like other members of the opposition in 
do with the question pertaining to the j the position not so much of attackieg 
members of the Conservative party living j the provincial government as in defend- 
up to their pledges to the party. All j mg the Dominion government, which the 
the members of the legislature had to members on the government side pef^- 
concern themselves with was Whether or ! sisted in assailing rather than debating 
not that party lived up to its pledges ti> ! provincial affairs.I will try to satisfy him,” returned thewar

vise trip of ministers to Ottawa to seek bet-

letter to Mr. Houston.
Mr. Oliver then went into the history 

of the affair as outlined by Mr. Hous
ton. Proceeding, he read from constitu
tional authorities to show that the Pre
mier must accept the responsibility for 
the Lieut.-Governor’s act or resign. 
Newspapers supporting the government 
held that the Premier was not responsi
ble for the refusal of\Mr. Houston, but 
that the Lieut.-Governor alone was re
sponsible.

Further proceeding to quote from 
Todd, Mr. Oliver held that the Lieut.- 
Gowernment could only take a stand 
such as he did, being satisfied that the 
Premier was ‘prompted by corrupt, parti- 
zan, or unworthy motives.” The Lieut.- 
Governor was one who well understood 
constitutional procedure. He was sur
prised that a Premier under these cir
cumstances persisting in* retaining power. 
They had the name of His Honor used 
from «end to end of the province in a 
connection in which it should not have 
been used by the Premier, who violated 
the confidential relations between His 
Honor and himself by revealing what 
took place.

The Premier had during the investiga
tion into the Columbia & Western mat
ter admitted1 that he had information re
lating to that iniquitous transaction. 
He took advantage of the oath of office 
to refuse to give this. Yet the Premier 
did noF refuse to violate the confidential 
relations supposed to exist between His 
Honor and himself. The Premier’s con
ception of these matters differed ac
cording to the circumstances.

The Premier was well open to the 
charge of trickery and treachery. Mem
bers of the late opposition?niell knew 
that the Premier had violated his prom
ise to the members of that party. That 

yman was pledged to give members who. 
line to-.be built in five years, unless the now b&di seats/ in the House positions in 
work of construction was undertaken not his cabinet when he was èaMêd upon to 
only at the east end, but the west end, form a government. The present Min- 
and from every other available starting ister of Finance had also made these 
point along the route. Knowing this the 
Federal government did not burden 
the agreement with useless verbiage. He 
was not so sure that the Premier did not 
know this, but he (Mr. McBride) spoke 
from tlie standpoint of what he would 
like it to be. Referring to the question 
of labor on the line, the speaker said 
that the fair-wage clause in all agree
ments in Dominion contracts would set-

re-the members when- this was in mind.
He trusted that the wrong done to the ] better terms first made three years ago.

If delegations from the province were 
not listen to, then it might become 
necessary to see that representatives 
from British Columbia in the Federal 
House were armed to see that recogni
tion was given. This was not a que»-

Fernie riding would yet be rectified.
They had the opportunity yet to do so, 
and he trusted they would avail them
selves of that opportunity, and he there
fore appealed to the patriotism and 
loyalty of the members to see that jus
tice was done to the Fernie electorate, i tion of political parties.

Referring to the statement of the lead
er of the opposition, that the speech from 
the throne contained little, the Premier 
said that was not a new description of 
such speeches. He had used it himself 
when in opposition. But he was honest 
in it, anu he did: not wish to reflect up
on the leader of the opposition in saying 

opposition for the duties which devolved so. (Laughter.) But too often' the at- 
upon him. The position of Leader of the tention ot the House was taken up with 
opposition was" one which called for railway propositions- inserted in the 
ability of more than an ordinary quality, speeches. Hours and hours had been 
He thought the members opposite had wasted in the House in debating the 
made a very wise selection.

Tlie criticism of the leader of the op- again a railway line had been built on 
position was well thought out. He had 
had time to think it out. It was there
fore reasonable to suppose that this was 
the hardest criticism which could be 
urged against his government That 
criticism consisted of an attack ^upoti the 
2 per cent. tax. That tax was put on 
while he was Minister of Mines in the 
Dunsmuir government. At the time it 
was impossible to findh a single mine 
which was a dividend payer. Therefore 
it would be impossible to put a tax up
on the dividend payers and hope to get 
any return. If the principle were put 
in force it would work out disastrously 
in otner industries. Timber men could1 
come during a period of depression on 
the same principle and ask to be re
lieved of taxation. The mining men had 
offered no solution of the means of taxa
tion in place of the 2 per cent. tax.

The country at the present time wa§ Columbia anything in the building of the 
in a most peculiar position. At the section through the province. His gov- 
time of the election he was not aware . ernment had: pressed for recognition of 
that the finances were in such a critical the province with regard' to business dur

ing construction days upon the Domin
ion government, but he had received' 
nothing except the statement of two 
members from British Columbia that 
this would be done. It looked as though 
British Columbia was to be ignored1 in 
this respect. The business men of the 
province would get nothing from it. The 
line would apparently be built across the 

some prairies and them down through the 
province of British Columbia to the Pa
cific coast, so that the benefits would 
flow in other directions than British Co-

Premier McBride.
Hon. Premier McBride also con

gratulated the mover and seconder of 
the address. He congratulated the 
Speaker upon his selection. He con
gratulated the legislature and- the prov
ince upon the fitness of the leader of the lurnbia, and that if the Fernie ballot 

box matter appealed to Vancouver as 
just it did) not so strike the fair-minded 
electorate of the rest of the province.

This subject of seeking terms from the 
Dominion was becoming a yearly affair. 
It meant in short the getting of a great
er subsidy from the Federal funds. 
There was another side to the question, 
and the Dominion, government had, by 
withholding, safeguarded' the interests of 
the province.

Only a short time ago the province 
was willing to give $3,000,000 and. 12,- 

land for a railway 
-through the northern, portion of the 
province. That was frustrated by mem
bers of the opposition. The Dominion 
government, without one cent of expen
diture from the province, had arranged 
for a transcontinental road through prac
tically the same portion of the province. 
Yet the Premier attacked the Federal 
government for that policy. The, Premier, 
had be been a practical man, would 
know' that it was impossible for any. such

Coast-Kootenay line. Time and time

paper through the northern country. He 
disapproved of this “juggling” with rail
way propositions. When this govern
ment announced itself upon railway con
struction tuey could rest assured that the 
government was prepared to carry out 
its proposal.

There was need of a Coast-Kootenay 
line and- also a railway to open the north
ern section of the province.

But thq most important matter now 
was the solving of the financial situa
tion. With liabilities pressing upon 
them on December 15tli it was neces
sary that the legislature give its atten
tion entirely to the financial situation 
until that-was solved.

He wondered that no reference was 
made by the leader of the opposition to 
the Grand Trunk Pacific. He found 
nothing in it which guaranteed British

presence
in the government constituted some
thing essential to the w'elfare of the 
province,

The province could w'ell get along 
without the member for Nelson occupy
ing a seat in the government.

The member for Nelson controlled a 
paper which had seen fit to attack him
self (Mr. Wilson) personally. He cared 
little for the personal views of the men> 
her fqr Nelson. The member for Nelson 
attacked* him because he wnsr not'select
ed as Minister of Lands and Works. Tlie 
member for Delta attacked him because, 
the member for Nelson had- not been se
lected.

Mr. Oliver took exception on a point of 
order to the Attorney-General imputing 
motives to a member of the House. The 
Attorney-General was incorrect in his 
facts.

The Speaker warned the Attorney- 
General, who apologized for any breach 
he might have made.

Taking up the Grand Trunk Pacific 
matter, the Attorney-General held that 
there was a sub stratum of truth in the 
statement that the Company could not 
complete the work in five years unless 
they began work in the West. But there 
was not a doubt that if construction was 
begun that an extension of time would 
assuredly be given. He thought British 
Columbia was entitled to recognition in

000,000 acres of

promises, but he w as not in a position- 
to carry the pledges out. The Premier 
w'as however, and had violated the prom
ises given.

The Conservatives understood that po
sition when they convened in- convention 
at Revelstoke. It was agreed then that 
the adoption of party lines should not be 
introduced in the old: parliament, but 
should follow' dissolution. Yet Premier 
McBride violated this understanding and 
the pledges given to the then opposition.

It was important that the province 
should have as its Premier a man who 
valued his pledges differently to this.

The Premier had been guilty of 
treachery and trickery to the old opposi
tion, to the Conservative party of which 
he w7as now the leader by usurpation, 
and to the Lieut.-Governor, who called 
upon him as the leader of the then oppo
sition, and r.ot as a Conservative.

He also w'nnted to know if the Attor-

position asShe realized a little later.
They had to do something to meet the 
liabilities. It was out of the question at 
the present time to propose to do away 
with taxing the mining industry. If the 
opposition, could evolve a scheme which 
was better than this he would only be 
too glad) to accept of it.

This tax had been in cases severely 
criticised without justification by 
mining men. He wished' to life the load 
off the prospector and miner as far as 
possible. He would be glad were it 
possible to lift the taxation upon these 
pioneers of the mining industry. But it 
was impossible to do this now. Imme
diately the taxation was levied upon any
industry in- the province they found those j labor in line with the anti-Orientai legis- 
affected pressing against it.

If the opposition did1 not support the 
government in this loan bill he wrould 
begin to lose faith in the patriotic in
tentions of the opposition. The coun
try was passing through a financial 
crisis.

Among the causes which had brought 
about this crisis was the building of the 
Westminster bridge at a cost of about 
$1,000,000. That w’as a needed work, 
however, giving the commercial metropo
lis of the province access to the various 
other parts. Within a few years he be
lieved that that bridge would be giving 

revenue which would pay the interest 
and sinking funds necessary for paying 
it off. He did not attribute the financial 
conditions- to the weak majorities which 
past governments had had. As an in
stance of this he referred to Premier 
Dunsmuir being returned with a major
ity of 16 in 1900. Financial depression 

not confined to this province alone.
I It was felt in various parts of the world.

tie this question of the employment of 
Oriental labor. The wages on the con
struction of this line would be the wage 
prevailing in the district through which 
it passed.

What right had the government of this 
province to take a hand in this matter? 
It was outside their power. It had been 
raised by the Premier for election pur
poses. It was done in- order that the 
Premier might appear as of more im
portance than he was.

'lue Premier had gone to Seattle tx> 
endeavor to get a railway policy. He 
came back with the announcement that 
the Coast-Kootenay road would be built 
witnout any aid from the province. Yet 
a year before that had been stated in the 
House. This was the result of the 
Premier’s effort® to get a railway policy.

The Premier had had considerable to 
say of a road through northern British 
Columbia to the Yukon. After all his 
talk a member of the Federal House 
had come back from Ottawa and an
nounced that the road would be built, 
aided by the Dominion1 government. 
When that northern road to the Yukon

much an amendment as a reconstruct ion. 
‘Had tlie government gone through the 
assessment rolls it would have bee» 
found where leaks occurred. There were 
properties which were assessed at ridien-

. . , , . lously low rates. Quoting some cf theseThe fair wage danse advanced as an he said ^ there were tii 8 assess_
argument against tie danse of Oriental ^ at $23 f wMch $90,000 was re-
aMrJfvg ™1T y! ,^aS t!,e f"»ed: another at #22,000 for whichgold brick ever exploited on a suffering __.moonpopulation. The railway passed through **fc'<K*°. ™

a district which only siwashe* occupied. “ f^000
~ . . . . , . . . , The fair wage proposition applied, to the £».00°. which cost $29,OCX), and for

ney-General had been true to has party in effect at tilr.e the work ^h,ch $3o,000 was refused. Quoting
which selected him as leader? He wag commeIlcH]i aad Iega] ad,visem fronL‘*L?attle ranches^ said that on 
thought not. That man had been select- wou]d look t0 it tliat tke company's one vS.CiOO was the assess., at, while the 
ed by his party in convention as its r;g]lts were regarded in this. ‘ 9aIe9 for entt:u lasf year totalled $10.000
leader. Yet he did not avail himself of ‘ jje was deiig‘hted to know of a pros- a,one- Another was assessed for $228,- 
the position to which he was appointed. pector going in and making $110.000 on while the sales last year equalled
The members of the Conservative party the sa.]e „f coa] iands, which were ob- |>223.000. Had these leakages been 
under these circumstances had no confi- , , ....,$io a t.iaim The remedied the taxes would be increased

fortunes wonby the hardy prospector without putting burdens on others. There 
were so few that he was glad to hear of many defects which would be taken
it occasionally. ®1> when the bill was debated.

He held that the speech referred to In connection with the agitation for 
matters which would call for much better terms, the Attorney-General seem

ed to forget that the Dominion govern
ment gave about $2,500,000 for railway 
construction, and again in the Grow’» 
Nest provided for a railway and safe
guarded the interest of the province in 
saving coal lands. He thought that the 
Dominion government should be ap
proached in a busires® ’.ike way.

If it was a breach of good taste to in
troduce the Houston matter into the

tkat.
lumbia. Another reason which prompted 
him to believe that the province was to 
be ignored in this was the fact that no 
reference was made to the exclusion of

lation passed! in this legislature. »
John Oliver.

Mr. Oliver was surprised at the stand 
taken by the Premier on- the 
tax. After years of deliberation on this 
question the great Conservative party, 
no doubt guided in no small measure by 
the opinion of the present Premier, had 
decided against this 2 per cent, tax and 
put it in their platform that they fa
vored a tax on the net profits of the 
mines. The Conservative party appealed 
to the^eountry on tills platform and 
sought the suffrages of the people in the 
past election. He was surprised' to find 
a party going back on their pledges in 
this way. It was no laughing matter, was built it would, he felt sure, be not 
but a serious thing when public men by the assertions of Premier McBride, 
valued their promises no more than this, but by the common every day business 
The Premier asked where were taxes to ability of the Ottawa government, 
be got from if this was altered? He It was a most peculiar stand the Pre- 

I seemed to have no confidence in his nier took. After making loud profes- 
I Finance lainister. Surely with a Finance sions of what he was going to do, he

2 per cent.

denee in him. (Government cries of 
“No.”

It being 6 o’clock the House adjourned.

Victoria, Dec. 1st.
The chief interest attaching to the de

bate on the address this afternoon was 
the practical reading out of the Conser
vative party of John Houston, the mem
ber for Nelson. This duty was either 
assigned' to the Attorney-General, or that 
member of the ministry, acting with well 
known lack of discretion, proceeded fur
ther than he should have done under the 

Minister and an ex-Finance Minister tlie came to the House and asked for sym- • circumstances. Tlie member for Nelson

thought and would occupy considerable 
time to settle. The government in seek
ing better terms from the Dominion gov
ernment were grappling with a great 
question. It was not a party question, 
but should occupy tlie attention of both 
sides. Since confederation the province 
of British Columbia had paid an im
mense sum into the Dominion treasury. 
If the province were not a very rich onewas
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