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Clearly, the rabbits were in- dismay
There had been a fluttering of anxiety
for several days, but .as Easter ap-
proached the anxiety grew. intense, until
it became dismay, bordering upon cou-
sternation. The caseé -was desperats,
that was plain. Something had to be
done. v

What was the matter?

Why, just this: Snow had fallen so
lote and had lain on the ground so.long
that the rabbits had not been able to get
an egg. In fact, the hens themselves
had not yet been out to look for cosey
nooks under the hedgerows-and by the
straw stacks where they might hide
away an outdoor nest. ' The rabbits
could never go to the barn and climb
along beams and over the haymow where
Katie :and .Alice and Ben went to hunt
eggs. 'They simply could not; rahbits
were made to run, not to climb. 2
here it was .the Wednesday before Easter
and ho eggs yet.

Surely, there could be no mistaking
the count. ‘““The first Sunday afteg the
first full moon after the spring equi-
nox"'—that was ‘the rule; mot.a very
«asy rule for a.rabbit to remember. But
hadn't every rabbit said it over and
over and .over .until it almost said itself?
Wasn't it full .moon on the 23rd, and
wculdn’t that make Easter come’ on the
30th? And hadn’t every rabbit kept his

own score by nibbling notches on the
bark «of his favorite date tree? Besides
all that, anyene could take a walk up
and down the street in the town: and
tell iby @all the Haster cards in the shop
windows. It was cold enough and snow-
ly enough for midwinter, but by all the
signs .and the calendar, too, it was the
middle of the week before Easter.

Perhaps you mmay think it mattered |-

very little #o $he rabbits whether they
hagd -qo‘.ored eggs.for the children or not.
But # did matter a great deal,  The

Now,

_BY WALTER W. ST

fences. The hens ‘would soon find ‘them,
for they were as eager to get.a breath
of air from the fields in spring as you
and 1. - The gnestion was if they.-would
find them in time for Easter. The patri-
arch figured 1t out that his Kaster eggs
v'euld haye to be laid on.Saturday at the
latest, and so the new nests would have
to be made not later than Friday. It
was plain that this would require a
special order.
+ 'The patriarch sat with his head down
between his front paws, looking hard at
the ground.. He had gotten as far as
the “special order” in his plans, and was
stieking thére very fast. when he hap-
pened to. think of an old red rooster up
at the barn, almost or quite as old. as
himself. " The patriarch had, indeed,
once given him a friendly warning about
t@ very sly“fox who had his eye on this
identical Barnyard; and, as' a result of
the warning, the whole chicken family
had roosted’ high until = the  fox; with
mingled hunger and disgust, had moved
out of the neighborhood. . Why should
not! this red rooster be willing now ‘tosdo
a good turn for the rabbits? He should
at least have the chance. 3
Thursday proved eyven warmer than
Wednesday had been. In the afternocon
the patriarch went cautiously up along
the south side of the hedge toward the
berayard. 'When he was near enough to
see he sat down in the sun, hoping to
catch the eye of his friend. By good
luck he had not long to wait.. The old
rcoster soon perched himself on ‘the top
rail and gave a lusty erow. 'The’ patri-
arch thought the crowing was meant as
a salute to him, but he was evidently
mistaken. Not until the patriarch stood
ur-on his hind feet, and motioned with
his: right ear did Chanticleer seem to see
him. Even then helooked carefully and
cautiously, turning his head first to one
side, then to the other. At last he re-

You''are.going to make ‘the nests on Fri-
day, and the eggs will be laid on Satur-
day. ~We are; too late, after all. . Our
reputation is gone, good Chanticleer!”

Then the rooster stood for quite a
whilé with his head down low and his
cyes almost closed. When he spoke fin-
ally it was to say that as a last resort
they could paint the hens! It was a
rash- thing to propose, but he really
thought a good ‘deal of the patriarch,
and desired, if possible, to help him out
ot this predicament. :

So he'told Bunny where to find paint of
all colors in the paint shop, showed him
how to get into the hen roost and where
he would find the faithful biddies roost-
ing obligingly low, with their heads care-
fully ‘tucked under their wings. Then,
explaining how he himself would surely
be suspected if seen prowling around at
night, Chanticleer left everything to the
rabbit and strolled back to the barnyard
by a roundabout way, looking as uncon-
cernied as last Summer’s searecrow,

There was much wonder Saturday
morning to find among the flock red
hens, blue hens, green hens and yellow
hens stepping”aTound the barnyard, Nor
were the colors unbecoming. The bid-
dies appeared rather proud than other-
wise of their bright gowns. Chanti-
cleer kept the secret faithfully, He kept
his promise, too, about the nests along
the hedgerows. Easter morning the rab-
bits were hopping joyfully about among
them, admiring the lovely Easter eggs
in all their gay colors, A little later the
children found them, too, laughing and
shouting as ‘the rabbits would scamper
away. And the patriarch? Well, the
children had a glad Easter morning, and
the reputation of the rabbits was safe.

In consequence of two years’ overproduc-
tion of wine the situation in France has
reached such a point that the government
is considering relief measures,
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There was once ;,Iau'ghty Bunﬁ%,
Who was always being “funny,”
5 And kept the“and about him in a constant state of awe.
His father and his mother
"« "Fhese pranks wauld try to cover,
To-keep him out of prison anl the clutches of the law.
12 ‘
On one morning bright and early,
‘When the cops were' getting surly,

He started to discever what sad mischief he could do.
Soon he saw a blackbird’s nest,
And he could not eat or rest

Until he’d dyed the eggs therein a lovely dark sea-blue.

\

He was so pleased at his joking
That he said: “I'll "round go poking

And ask my little Bunnie fri>nds to help me gather more.”
S0 'they stole birds'-eggs galore

And .put them by, in store,
Till all the nests were empty and' the birds were threatening gore.

Then a burly Bunnie “copper”
Said he’d quickly pat a stopper
To such dire depredations »s were rever heard before.
So, much rather than get caught,
These blod robbers straightway sought
A man who took the eggs to town and sold them in a store.

Now, this raised an awful clatter;
All their kin began te®hatter,
And said to stéal &uch pretty eggs'a great and mighty sin,
But the bandits made it seem
There was money-in the scheme,
So for wealth and sordid profit all rabbits now join in.

So all this explding the habit
Why eggs are brought by a rabbit
And given little! boys and girls on Easter every year,
‘And the lesson seéms to show,
It was all a case of “dough,”

Yet eggs and little Bunnies white have found their proper sphere.

When little Atifisl went to sleep
Updn the'éte of Easter Day,.

She dreamed of candied eggs a heap,
And frisky, 'brisky lanbs at play.

Plump-Hampty Lumpty, with a:bow,
Stood smiling on the ‘eounteppane;

And Ducky Daddles, wondering. how,
Was at the foot just to explain,

Three baby ducks in noisy play,
Who never thought to pardon beg,

Cried “Quack! Quaek! Quack! for Easter Day!”
And then tobagganed down an egg.

A rooster, and a hen on nest, y
Exclaimed “Please put us in the rhyme,
For we are doing our level best
In working up the Easteirtimel”

Five bunnies, each with eyes so-pihk,
And ears so long they flapped like wings,
Said: '““After. all, do.you net think:

That we are. cunning little things?”

Two lambs like that which AMary-had,

That frolicked as all lambs will do,

Said: ‘““We are not considered bad—
And don’t forget, we're little, too™”

Five. sparrows,«proud. of their wee size—"""
They never grow too broad or tall—
Chirped: “We should surely win 4 prize,
For we are littlest of them all”
Two tiny men from Titakum,
With good strong arm and sturdy leg,
Held steady, as a block of ‘gum, o
A large and glowing rainbow egg.'"

There, standing on it, like a queen,’
With rosy lips and rogztish eye, .,

In pink and gold and bronze and green,
The girly, curly Butterfly.

‘A FEW DON'TS.

storage if you can
sometimes turkeys

Don’t buy food that has been in cold
secure fresh food;
and fish are kept

BY LUCILLE W. NEWWBERRY.

A novel Easter entertaipment for little :
folks is much in vogue in Germany, but
80 lit:tle_. known here t'hnjj:“mauy of our |
regders_will be much iptgrested in a
description of “An Easterc Egg Hunt.”
A ‘week:or two before Ed¥er nvitations |

. spoils of the hunt, and when all are 'ds-

sembled, and before thé'sport begins,
they must be cautioned not to pull dpy\'n
ornaments ‘or climb in their search;find
alsothe territory mot to be invaded must
be. pointed out to them,’ B S
Some of the little ones “will have. tq he
assisted in [ théir sedrch for:the Didden

extra eggs may be kept in reserve for
those who have mot sharp eyes.

‘When all the eggg§'have been found the
huntsmen may repair, to the room where
_the hill has been:prepared, and-egg rol-
ling will amuse’ them for quité a while,
After thi% each ljttle friend may be’ pre-
sented with g lifesize Bunnie filted with
seandies,

frozen for years. All fresh meat that has

been frozen loses its firmness and flavor

when allgﬁéd to thaw, yhich is negesn|;
sary befgté'cooking. Firm fish, and: fresh
meat are ésséntial to good and whelesome
living. You will see offered for sale smelts

and green smelts, and many housekeep-
ers'do not know the difference, which is

just this: Green smelts . are freshly
caught; smelts not bearing this label sre
frozen.., The frozen ones become taste-

less and flabby when cooked. - Don’t buy
foreign. fresh, fruits or wvegetables when

the natives are plentiful. -.Don’t put cel-

ery in thesrefrigerator. just .as-ibedmdsn: sl
from the market; wrap it in a wet leloghy o6t "«
thel in"weaptrper, "and” lay ' 7on $Hafde “11*'

"MR. RABBIT AND THE RED ROOS TER:

goasdd §

clildren expected wolored égegs, .and notwcognized thé patriarch, and, tippingfﬂ:g(;ﬂ”_
to find them was .almost as bad as miss- ;'self ‘off the fence, he strutted down o
ing Samta Claus' at Christmas. Foriwhere the venerable rabbit sat.
many years the stary about reitibits had !« Fhe tale of distress was told as briefly
bgen told. 1t had come to.be a legend. |-as possible, and Chanticleer, seeing;that
?\u matter how drue it was; ne matterif the hedgerow was dry in places, promised
if the rabhits did ‘nothing more than justi to. make some nests himself the yery
bos'mw the. eggs -and color them, .the jnext day and see that several of:his
<hildren believed ithe story, and eught to|'faithtul biddies should find them, on
Pave the eggs; o :the. rabbits thought. | Saturday, sure. A great load was lifted
The very pictures jin the store winaows.!from the patriarch’s back. After. .all,
were a promise. Po fail now weuld be now, the dear children should . have
the loss of reputatien to the rabbits, and Esst’er eges. 3

perhaps the loss «af -the. légend o thel:+“How will you color them, Bunny?"
children. Something :must be deme .and | asked the rooster. ; ;

doze at one. What Should it be? “Buunny’s front left - paw.  went ap in
One rabkit, as it happened, was wilder despair, The dread- that there would
than the rest. He was a kind of patri- ['be no eggs at all had mgde him forget
n{ch in his tribe. By his. cunning: and | uttérly about the eocloring, even though
his wonderful speed he had evaded hunt- | that was the most interesting part of it
3 and dogs amd traps for several y&m.l all.” There could be mo fun in finding
He }inew almeost: everything so far .as | white' eggs. -The children - could find
rabbit lore estiends, but the present c- | thém almost any day. But eolored eggs!
a8ion deman@ed semefhing more tham | There was but one time in all the year’
orainary. To hima tthe wabbits all turmed | for them, and that was BEaster niorning

por counsel. He felt 'his responsibility
2ad thought hamdl, thoughk ‘he said noth-
 Wednesday « turmed out %o be a warm
fay. 1f it should be egually warm

uraday there would be i@ry, bare spots
n the sunny  side of baystacks and

At

The ‘patriarch’s head was in a whirl, |
ibut ‘the rooster said something about
paimt.” b { :

" “Paint!”. stammered ‘ the patriareh; in:
fespair. “Den’t you know that a rab-
bit ‘cannot possibly color an egg as it
dheoald be in less than twe whole days?

afid King George,

3000 %fur‘ i #
v adi ! A BUSY MONARCH. 5

The! first year. of his reign has been
a busy one for ‘King Edward, a St.
James's Gazette writer reminds us. How
many- hands he has shaken; how many
docunients he -has signed, how many
f'ul_lctions he has attended the statis-
tician: may tell ws in bewildering nym-
bers.’. We know that in one day he re-
ceived fifty deputations, and on an-
other. handed medals to more  than
three: thousand soldiers. Two state
opénings of parliament within a yeat—
eertainly a rare if not a unique experi-
ence. among KEnglish sovereigns—have
falleri- within the public duties’ of * the [
King; - who has had, - teo, ‘enough en-
gagements of an unofficial churacter to
fil up-the time of the busiest man. He
has-been on the. continent, has-attend-
ed' the funeral of his sister, and has
met - the two most powerful men in Eu-
rope—Czar Nicholas and Emperor Wil-
liam."He has met, too, King Christian
and has  travelled

‘estendeéd. On this attractiye paper may |.

tredsurés, Tor a' great many childremrin
fact, I may say most youngesters under
séven-+—can never find..anything, vemd

are sent‘but, written on t?iy paper. The
attractiveness of. the littlg mote may be‘
greatly enhanced if in..the upper left '
hend corner, or aeross theitop of each '
sheet, a'llittle water color 6% pen-and-ink
sketeh' is ‘added of rabbi‘lf,;i; in hunting |

than their share: of spoils”in the lofg
run.;« To obviate this a“‘dozen or “more
(acedrding to the number participating)

otherwise the older ones_will have more"

Light. .refreshments,
ice-creamni, plain ‘eake and chocolate bring
to a close one of'the best entertainments
in existence for. children, and:I know
from experiencethat the young ones"gét
more thorough -‘€hjoyment out. of an egg
hunt than any other kind of a “party.”

such as
heat when!you want water to boil quick-
ly, but add"a‘little salt to the water and
watch ~the* gratifying °results. Don't
throw anythidg away bechlise it is too
salty;mdd‘?ﬁrown sugar until it is just
right.—Womdn’s Home Companion,

cost.ume,‘v's'tarting off for th'g chase or re- |

turning Jaden with the spoils of the egg
hunt. ol l
Any; clever woman who enjoys thor-
oughly ¢arrying out an idé’a, as well as
seeing the children have 2 gloriously
good time, will not object,to the extra
work in getting up a fewibf these little
missives-that children so love to receive.
Tracing ‘paper and some‘: old Easter
cards will help a mother whose “spirit is
willing ” ‘but who has no artistic bent,
snd any ‘‘woman’s exchange” will be
glad to place an order foy;them when
more than a dozen invitatigps are to.be

Away back in the time 'when knee
breeches and bag wigs, pointed waists
angd. petticoats of quilted ‘satin ‘were In
fashion, there lived a crusty old king
I whe-hadn’t a chick nor a. child in the
world except one sweet little = princess
granddaughter, whom he was determined

be written the following:

A naughty little rabbit
Has d very bad habit
Of hiding his eggs away;
So I .want to javite you,
And I'm sure ’twill deli you,
To help. me find them Monday.
2

This “foxy” -litfle Bunnie
Cpansiders himself very funny,
Puzzling us thus on the s8ly;
So, eome early, I pray you,
I'm quite sure ’twill repay you,
Our skill ’gainst his we will vie,
From WILLIE JONES, 1450 Smith street.

next kingdom upon her sixteenth birth-
day.

to marry to the toothless old king of the ]

oGgo pos
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drank it quickly down, while the egg pcople

were married. After the Fairy
was brokén and broiled.

iQueon had’ taken back the snowy hen
‘Easter morning came: - The éarth svas and the mountain goat, so that the crusty.
very beautiful. There were birds and. old King Had to' die, the two young pen-
blossoms. all about, and Soft breezes ple reigne‘d_ -over ‘the gay little kingdom,
from the gouth'brought spicy odors, The|* And every ‘Easter miorning the whole
Princess and surgeon forgot to count the : ccurt dm;ﬂ(.ot a potion that was mixed
shining moments and stood hand-in-hand ; by the rq‘ya) hands. And what do you
for 2 'much longer time than usual, think the pretty Queen called this deli-
When ‘at last they parted the little cate petion?,
Princess cried -out.in great fear. The!|  Why, leggr og, to be sure,
Bgg, in an effort to kiss the snow fore- T—

UL
traid

#heousands of miles.
his reign has been
things, but it will
that the most striking act of the King
has been his setting aside of Sir Ernest
Cassel’s gift for the establishment of a

An answer is requested.

The next step in preparation is to pro-
vide pretty little baskets, one for each
grest; then, all kinds of Easter noveltics,
from the ordinary dyed, barnyard egg up
to the beautiful, natural leoking white
Bunnie, filled with candy—dne of these

The first year of
notable for many
probably be agreed

0.\ 7
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HE EVADED THE HUNTERS
5:1,!\',." Wy ‘f' 7
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sanatorium for consumptives,

4.for each child. Then, besides the little
downy chickens and ducksj: chocolate
eggs, sugar: eggs, Bot intended to be
eaten—the kind that open andl"are fillcd
with little candy’ eggs that:the ‘children
soon discover may be swallowed with
impunity—all. these and manyiother pret-
ty little Easter gifts may be 'provided.
In fact, this particular formr of enter-
teinment may, be made most €laborate or
as simple and inexpensive asi the purse
and inclination of the parents dictate,
and the little ones enjoy sthemselves
equally well at one as at the other.

All these gifts are hidden around the
rcom or rooms where the children are to
be allowed. to roam, ecare being takan
not to ‘place them out of reach; or inany
place where damage may’ b¢!done in
getting them  out; for the ‘little ones
become very much excited during the
hunt, and are apt to be careless’in their
epgerness.  Arrange it in such ‘a way
that when the hunt is over every child
will have at least four dyed ‘Hird boiled
eggs. % 9 v‘

In one room counstruct an’ifféline of
some board resting against a ‘table. This
must not be more than thrée Téet high,
cover it first with a blanké'find then
Jwith green cheese cloth, pirmed on full
to’ give some idea of grass, 'S¢ much
for the 'preparation; now fo;“jtgéienter-
tainment; Wi ﬁl“ e
‘“As the’little ghidsts arrive "?gi‘é:’ot the
‘baskets fs givert” éach one t?‘ hpld the
it o RSHTTo 81D

From 3 ubntil 5, Easter Monday. i

Now, the little Prineess and‘  the
! King’s. handsome young stirgeon were, in;
love with each other, The surgeon’ was
often; tempted to put a few dark dreps
into the old King’s mediecine that would
put him so fast asleep that he'd. forget
to ‘waken. But you'll be glad to know
that the young surgeon wasn’'t so wicked
as'to yield.

Just about this'titde the Queen’ of thé}:

Feirfes gave a snowy-hen and a beautis
ful mountain goat to the crusty old
King.- The snowy hen laid an egg every
moriing that was like a great white
‘peart, and the milk of the mountain goat
only 'filled a tiny silver bucket. It was
rich dnd creamy, The Queen of thé'
Fairiés called it nog.

She''told the King that as long as he
would eat the egg and drink the nog
every morningthe would continué to live;
but that if he missed enly one little day
he would die.

So: you can imagine that the King
would permit no ‘one but the Princess
to milk the snowy nog from the goat or

* bring the egg and broil it for him.

Every morning when the Princess went
out to the royal stable she found :he3
suigeon waiting for her, and they used |
to tell over a very few loving words.

This all happened in an enchanted
time, when eggs ha@!long, slender arms
and legs outside of itheir shells, and
when the quaint liftle silver bucket be-
came alive as soon as ever theé '¢reamy
nog entered it. So it was quite to be

[ been failing of late,

head of the Nog, had tumbled into the
tsilver -bucket and broken hig silly erown.

There was no mending’it.
King’s surgeon couldn’t

separate the

fjogolden heart of the. Egg from the creamy
{"Hedrt' of the Nog.. He tore his hair for

a minute, then fell upon his knees.
“Have no fear, beloved Princess,” he

said, “all shall be wel.”

Then he east away the pearly shell of

the Egg and carried the silver bucket to

‘the “castle, where he beat the Egg and

then sifted a few grains of sugar into it
and added 'a delicate portion of rum, of

toe fond, flecked thé top with grated
nutmey, carried the potion to the King
and presented it to him upon a silver
salver, which the handsome young sur-
geon held high above his head as he knelt
before the IKing. A

“Your Majesty,” he szid, *“I have
grieved to notice that your strength has
As one who i8 re-
sponsible to the court for your health,
I have earnestly sought for a life-giving
draught. It is not well that you should |
longer eat the Egg of the snowy hen and
drink the Nog of the mountain goat each
by itself, but together. Thus will Your
Majesty gainidouble strength.”

The old Kinig tasted the draught very
daintily at first, then drank it greedily.
Hee )was so pleased with' ‘the taste that
he ‘¢éould hardly wait for the next morn-
ing'ito come,: when he could drink et it

e:'gp(gite"d that while the surgeow made
loye 1o the Princess Mr, Egg -should
niake eyes at Miss: Nog in the bquket.

Bnt, alasly The egg and the nogiiwere
mppt cruelly-torn apart every dx}y; »The|
l}ogmas borne at once to the King, who

!

|

again, Andihe felt so ‘much stronger
that he at op¢e summoned his, Prime

Even ‘the |

the Nog together into a golden foam. He |

which the ¢rusty old King was altogther |

ANSWER TO “A CASE FOR.SHER-
E ! LOCK HOLMES.”

f The mamstarted from 1 on foot, with

the child in his arms, At 2 he mounted
| a. bicycle and.rode to 3.  From 3 he
| wheeled th> child in a wheelbarrow until
| near: 4, the"‘(-hilg walking the balance of
: the tvay. “The journey from 4 to 5 wus
| made in a fricycle, and from 5 half way
{'to6'on a unieycle. " Here they met with
an upset, and-the balance of the journcy
wag-made on foot, the man carrying the
child 'e¥cept for a short distance where
the ¢hild walked by his side,

‘A (GHASTLY RELIC.

On the completion of the cathedral at
Westminsten; an interesting article is to
be remeved,go it from the little church
of St Peter, Marlow, Bucks, where it
has been venerated for very many years.
This relic issupposed to be the hand of
St. Jemes the Apostle, which is pre-
served in a crystal casket. It was, ac-
cording to tradition, brought to England
from Germany in 1133 by the Empressz
Matilda as a present for her father,
Henry 1., who greatly valued it, and the
Benedictine . Abbey ‘of Reading was
founded to provide for it a fitting shrine.
There it'remained until the reformatiosn,
and it subsequently passed to Dt, Blenk-
insop, ‘who ‘died in 1792: Then it 'was
placed in the museum at Reading.

R('.lyor"t Chapman, ong,,of the Plymeuth

Minister and.commanded that the’ be-
trothal of therPrincess to the royal Sur-
gean should 'B¥ ‘proclaimed. ;, |

So a littleslafer on the happy yeung

I’.rvthfqeﬁ, is’ preaching . in Deyonshire,
Eng.,” 8t ,the age of 100; years. He lwes
preached:for T0 ymrs,y\',l,ghout a breuk, . He
once” wad*a London lawyer.
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until needed. " Doir't dépentl ‘upon’ ¥ty *7 7 0T
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