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Unequal Fight

story of Ga.lhmt Stand Made by
Ex-Prisoners at Roring

Spruit.
i 1847

Armed Only-With Martini Rifles,
While Boers Had Mausers
and Artillery.

How Private ‘Waldie Escaped
From the Burghers--Shot
Two"Dead.

2 ilax
(Frem :the, Foronto Globe.)

Krobhbtad Jute 28 —(With the Cana-

1\11 U:Iounted ‘Rifles. y—The ' 'Canadian
\qunted Rifles 4re ‘at the moment scati
‘ered along' the“failways tragk. =Colone
Lessard with B, Qyitadron’ and: what; re-
main mounted o‘t’ quadron is. eneamp(i
ul eight mil fe of Pretoria,ian

v and DS d_a A0S "are broken up mtt;
fmg,ments f and"‘ﬂi‘é’fnbnted at eritica
spots .on. the “liné sen Honing Spruit,
and Elandsfonte 108 & the fotrier place,
or atleastdats

soﬁth 0{ <6t D

- lass han. e T
.80t 10 the lﬂﬂce % :#3-’“

-up, their d\mes. 3)-;- 3
espied two Boens Deepin
bushes abont .ope, m 'ed
He pmnted mau SHeut:,
the officer teelmg i&,m thag;-.'
may -

were two_ there,

tﬁﬁ&ch, ﬂvo or ¢ thieer

{teud r 1
- the dlrectxorn where the“raflway crosses:

quently found on the kopjé, his falt mot
having Deehi _ observed. Vernon and
Hobbins, it is believed, got inte  Kroon-
stad. Bell and Ermatinger are believed
to be in the hands® of the  enemy.
Ermatinger is a son of Judge Ermat-
inger of St. Thomas. The only satisfac-
tion our men had was that they had
killed as many of the _enemy as the
enemy had killed of them.

The Honing Spruit Affair,

drama was unfolding itself at Honing
Spruit station, some three miles*away.
A train, left Pretoria ‘on Wednesday
morning, June 20th, its chief passengers |
being 400 men sent down under Colonel
Bulloek of the Devons to guard Hon- |
ing Spruit, a station which hed been '’
already attacked ‘by the enemy. The !
men under Colonel Bullock were of vari-
ous Tegiments—the Lancashire Fusiliers,
the Northamberland Fusiliers, the - West
Yorks, the-2nd “Lancashire, ~the “Gon-
naughts, -the Royal --Frish “Rifles}’ the:
Wilts, the Gloucesters, ‘the-King's ‘Roy-
al Rifles, the 'Devons} “the: King's*0Own,
Loyal Lancasfhﬂ'es the - Buniskillen Fh-
siliers, the''Royal Trish: Fusiliers. Fhey '
were ‘indebd 400 ‘of - the three thousand
odd who Had been prisoners for so mnhy
‘weary months; and whose ‘dramatic re;
lease ‘at Waterval has doubtless been re-
corded in Cahada - lotig “ére this. They .
“had been served with Martini rifles, sur-
rendered by Boers desirous of retutning
to stheir ' farms, Ahnungﬁj:he in¢idental
passengers _on the train‘ ‘weré a” M.
Moojen, a Hollander, who had been ‘in
the Boer sambulande! ssérvice, ~but now

famedwwh& ‘aﬁﬁn&u‘.ﬁswy 0.

‘the Spruit ! told us ‘that the ‘bridge ‘over
which out: train hads§ust passed had

7| been biown.up. There is.acsecond:bridge

J-a few shundred yands Turther. and

the xméslnﬁ, but his body " 'was e 1

But while this was enacting another

over -it showed  that: thit had been =ut- |

The Trglish “ spirit burned low in the
hearts of some of these lads. All of
them had been months in the hands of
the “Boers, some of them as much: as
eight months, fed on mealie pap, and
hroken with™ tha® deferred hope that

maketh the heart sick. - Fifty per cent.’
of them were fitter for the convalescent
ward than for the battlefield. The. fight
was a pitiably unequal omé—there seén;-

0 -
' onel Bullock was quite aware of the un- |
Indeed, he had made

!ed nothing for it but to give up.

equalness .of it;
, up his mind that there was to be a great
qkllhng, but he hoped that
! would ‘come
miles away, in answer to that message,

| flashed there almost as the wires were
bemg cut. It

' right, for Kroonstad had replied “O.K.”

: If he could even stand them off till dark |
it would give the whole night for' the |
Could we endure this |

arrival of aid.
mishardling till night. Those who saw
hairy envoy 'with the white flag- to tell

that his dander was up and that if flesh®
and blood could stand it he would ‘endure;
till the“sun went down. ;
‘The Cglonel's Exgmple o engt
By way ot ghowmx lng,.men that §
resolution was.not, mﬂuence§ by his‘oyn
safety, he exposed himself in the mdst |
reckless fashion all :day. ““He ‘marchid |
amongst them, -cheering -them with the
hopes of relief;: and-his offipers imitatied
his' example.: "Hi§ second: in command
Major ‘H. DeC. Hobbs, wasishot dead
his side.’  Major ‘Hobhs’s .case was|
hard one. He was wounded:in one lof' )
e early battlesw)f the war and was for
mdﬁlmer at Pretoria, - 1
lafer relief came ¥
‘ e ‘u " xhe

; : 4 : wm‘cries from the
g Now, ,a@tdou!}t, : rﬁ ;

quenched in that pnstm,

still ‘wider. Tk&lom«hdehn“!k

move~; o detonation'and ‘smoke-cloud hovering { ably smaitwmtil-sow, ‘but the enemy bad

of burghers “issued; on’ horseback in hot
pursuit. « Thes Canad,mns of “éourse made
straight for" them,vcamp, and  raipd as’
had ‘been the movement of. ‘the enemy !
they received a fair start be!ore their '

ad secured their: horses and :
got clear . of, the bushes. With P
mounts it is possible that they might
have all got.cléar. away, fqr even a Boer |
sharpshooter connptqmake good practice '
from the back of:a ggilopmg horse at a
man who is also 'going:at full speed.

A Desperate Pursuit,

But the fact i8 their horses were done

up and spur them ' as they would the:

enemy easily gained on them. As soon
as they drew close enough to their
quarry. half th “bitighers  would ; dis~.
mount, and taki
volley into the retgg ,Cam,dxa‘n lads,
immediately - remount and ‘continue the

chase, those who had remained }n the:
saddle losing but little time by this per- |
formance, - These tactics were unfortun- '

ately successful, ‘and the little band soon
began to Have casualties. - Corporal
Fred Morden, of ®Pifcher 'Créek, ‘was
shot dead from his Riérse, never uttering
a word. He was 5068 followed by Pri-
vate Robert Kerr, also a Pincher Creek
man. = Lieut. Inglis was shot through the
thigh, but shut his jaws and ‘clung to
his horse. . In the same volley or subse-
quent ones Corp. T R. Miles, Private
Aspinall’ and = Priviite Burney wvere

idy. aim. t.brdw :amk

ing station te the ‘nerth, ‘mesing. the
_plosion stopped, and these mpon it
“frantic ‘efforts to take ‘the back traek.
! The burghers ‘opened 'five ‘upon them,
mortally wounding a Mafir, and also
wounding less - dangerausly & - brother
Boer ‘who had laid down-his arms: and

taken ' service -on the Imperiak railways, |

i 'ag ‘the “‘Transvaal. and+Orange  River
[Colony  railways . are now called. The
other two were captured,

* Sinaitaneously with the blowmg up of
the bridge the telegraph wires along. the
line came rattling down about our ears.
Singularly enough the enemy was some-
what slow in cutting communication be-
tween us and Kroonstad, and the tele-
gnaph operator Just m the nick of time
was, able to send a message 10 that town,

m'xles away, of ‘what was geing op at
Honmg .Sprait,

No Surrender.

{  About this time it ‘was perceived that
shrapnel was bursting over the Canadian
camp a few milés away, and in a few
minutes thereafter a mounted Boer, car-
rying a white flag, was observed loping
along ‘the railway track towards the sta-
tion.. {He 'was the bearer of a message
demanding surrender. Col. Bullock re-
turned a decisive No, and the Boer loped
back, ;

We were certainly ‘in for it, '{Col. Bul-
lock knew that the foe had one piece of

tended to also. Just’ nm& ﬂ-.a.f‘,
e effect.  lorry, or trolley, “with four:men, wwhich
In o_few momeﬂts,.thereauer 4 'swarm ' had followed the train mﬁeﬂiﬁ-q

1

sitating our volleymg with''the smoky
Martinis. /That was what’ the gunners,
who had in the mesantime ﬁdvanced ‘the !}
guns to within: probably lesn than 1,500

shrapmel. and: men: began to roll over in
their mortaF ageny: . They Iiad ‘been .pay-’|
ing occasional attentiom. to the engine
and water tank all day,
plant a.shell on’éither,

|

although one

and exploded in a passenger car, making
a sad wreck of it.: They still contmu=d
to send an occasional messenger at thd1

tHéiF Tavorite mark. “Men began to coun
the minutes till sundown, and it seeme-c;f
like an age,
since Kroonstad® had ‘said O.K., and al}
hope of help from that quarter had been
abandoned. If dssistance 'had been dxs-
patched it would have arrived ere thid. |
About. '2:30 the exultdnt foe was slowl

not crossed the railway line, ,Leepmg all
day to.the east of jit, but thére were in-
dications mpow. that they werﬂ creepm;;
round to the leff. A few. of our ymen,
who had been. th.rowa -out in,that direc

riflemen, . Two of them attempted to run

hearts that tﬁe Colonel would surrender. ’ war.

something:;
from Kroonstad, twenty |

had been received all’

“@olonel ‘Bulock’s face when he told the |

{-the Commandant.tq “Go to Hades,” saw |

i

: tendel:]vfln feir

but failed to
1 Killed—Major . D&C. Hobbs,’ West menu for the whole trip.

shell cut through a support.of the lattens

tion' came. in for. a .brisk ﬁrq from theﬂm

The Boers’ horses are in better
xconditlon than ours, he: has unrivalled }
vknowledge of the country he: is:operat-
ing in and he generally gets away. In
this case the shades of evening he}ped
him and he got away:

The Mourful Task

In the meantime we had begun .the |
mournful duty of gathering up the dead
and wounded. By .the merest chance
Dr. Cheatle, Lord Roberts’s consulting
surgeon, was on the train. He is a
splendid fellow—young and active. As
soon as it was seen that an‘engagement
was imminent he took. up his quarters
in the house of a Jewish storekeeper
: within a few yards of the station. It
" was not a good place, for it was in the
centre of ‘the fire, and a shell did plunge
; through the walt during the afternoon,
i but there was no-choice. All the other
buildings xvere smbject to the same ob-
jection.

for the cross.
the good woman’s sheets.
;- English: corespondents rendered hin® éf- |

il fective assistance, and. t"he Geneva Cross
#is such a pleasant thing to be under that |
ihde had.only to speak to obtdin a‘lange | Passes over, new difficulties faced the
|| staff of pecruits.. But he’ ‘did not spedk.

ﬂ.‘he thm privates :‘m

' tion ‘where they had so unmercifully
“raked ‘s,z We ﬁere
to hopé{that tfmey‘vi
! right mts Revenge.
gredient in the;
tmortm
ghell
"the only word that applies to their casé.
| There were-no-stretehers, and they had
f tar be'en i mﬁnﬂ'-elr mgl

Dbers, supported " by. belts, ‘and
Wﬁﬁ&o

1§ ‘a huge in-

: WAS
“erushed bones and flesh, tha f

; ’ue*dredtullym

1 men showed themse}ves deﬁantly, neces-, i

Drobnilr by
Moreover; the men kil y. €

| dians were atfired in Bdtish
These are probably the spoils of-recen

yards, wanted. 'They comménced a mone | eaptures:of ‘convoys..
accurate drenching of our position w1t,h i

The Dead and ‘Wounded.

A list of the dead and wounded may
; not  he uninteresting, even to coloma!
readers:’

Yorks; Pte. Levett, 2nd Laneashire F

siliers; Pte. Reeves, 2ud Lancashire Fn-l bright and early on the 9th of June we

siliers;: Pfe. Barnes, Wilts., :
i - Wounded—Lieut.  H. H. Smith; Glou-

locomotive, . but:the: trenches cwere mtomsm Pte.. McHale, K.R.R.; Bte,

Iar, Fusiliers; Pte. Heinrich, K.

Pte. Bm\iock 2nd Lancashires Pte.

Sovn: hicke had elapse{f‘ Adams; v2nd‘ Laneashires; Pte.-Wood- |

ford, 2nd Lancashires; Lance-Corp. Pem-
{ berton, 2nd Lancashu-es, Pte. Fothergill,
*2nd Landashires; Pte. Lucas, 2nd Lan-

| | cashires;, Pte. (“lamp, 2nd ILancashires;
Pte.

L. Lancashires; Pte., Spencer,. South !
Lancashires; Pte. Sweeny, South Lan-
cashires; Pte, Clelland Mlddlesex Pte
Harris, KR R.

1 ‘Who Was Responsible? |
. ¥ there any use in-asking who was to

He had no stores, but he made -
' 2 Geneya flag out of a pillow slip, wikl| r-water 28. miles long; ‘it drains a very
the brilliant red of a Kaffir's blanldet large areg of country and is fed by nu-

For bandages he tore #ip | merous lahﬁabake Linderman being the
Two of’ the | largest.

gssaruy twistings ét’

‘ Thomas, Wilts; Lance-Corp. Coul- |
drawing the cordon tighter. They ha)g  son, N. Fusiliers; Pte. Partington, K. 0.

wounded, but also*ffanaged to keep in ‘artillery ' at Jeast—perhaps “more. They
their saddles untiFH{#dir comrades ‘could: wene suve 1o be'atmed-with Mansers. He
help .them into:catnp; “They had tikeén knew u*hﬂmmﬁﬂm and that
the preeaution ﬁ'dm the ' very start 10 ‘o ‘Opg 'y hg-nnge ‘rifles we had
spread”out, ‘80 ‘as‘to *presgnt as diffuse 8" g it

uﬂ.ﬂwﬂkm "Col.-

mark’ for “the enémy+" as ‘Possible. As* m m “

they ‘mearéd the“e#ithp  thevéfore’ leach “Bullpek’s -’ﬁg ‘was to bring the-train
man found himséH“Parsued’ by a iithe - o the ‘camp twhere the Canadians
group of the enemy™ Privite Wﬂldi¢, ¢ Shrepshires were. These were with- b
old man Waldie® £& he is* (*alled,, saw
that his horse was*Hteerly < exhausted,
and that two bearded burghers' Iwere, .
overtaking him &t a hand-gallop.® Well, -
if he had to d:e, he@etermined to;do it e s
battling. ~He is'a’noted shoét, and frust-5 ST

ed to his skill to' seé“him through., He .

sprang from his" lfd*r'se, and' ‘threw, lﬁ;x i

self flat on the grouhd The man-ﬂm teit

ers did likewise, aid ‘Waldie found iHe-# tar‘ T”‘*”w bﬁ
could not get & shot at them. The I-)oerﬂ’“ti"'l wé ' bad with m ;
were in no hurry, but Waldie was, for and trust that the message to- Kpoonstad
he knew that hi§ pursners were likely would bring us aid. No time had ‘been
to be reinforced at' any moment, He lost in throwing out ‘a"skirmish line and
accordingly, rose up-to give them a good in digging a ‘féw shallow pltsaﬁh a semi-

sition;-and having been some time there:
w&m “The iocomo—.

: ‘in“‘that direc-
i w@ exagger-
1 rgs.nothing

‘out. bigguns; but they had-a strongér po- |

opportunity, and they ‘had to rise to aim
at him, They bli#2éd away, but that
was the last shot ‘thr-y will evér fire, for
Waldie shot both menkdead as neatly as
a good sportsman picks out ‘a couple of
partridges out of a covey. e remount-
cd his horse and twas'able to' helpj,\vo of
his wounded comrades 'into camp

Waldie has had .enpugh ~ misfortunes
to kill.two ordinary men, but he is still
alive to discuss them, He was one of !
the unfortunates ‘who made their way
to the Klondike by the Edmonton route, !
and got both feet badly frozen on ' the
journey. He recoyered from that .and
Joined = this expedition. 'When . the
Pomeranian arrived at Capetown he fell
off .the deck on the dock. He was hn-
conseious for six-weeks and was com-
fined: for @ long time in the hospital. He
eventually joined. his . battaliou, and re-
mains,a good enough man to perform the
feat of Friday.

Boers «Tare Tail.

In' the meantime the men in
were apprised ‘of ‘what was going
and sallied ofit "+to““the ' assistance of
their comrades;, #n@” s ‘third Boer met
his dgath from ‘thei#*#fire; This is not
the sort of game “tHat ‘Oom Paul’s hoys
like to play, and tHe¥ turned tail and
fled. They were not able even to car-
ry away their dead,,as 8. .their custom.
The Boer losses hdve gemerally to be
guesseds at,
adians were enabled #o be sure of three
at any rate, for ey buried ‘them,

When noses: were. gounted ‘the ' fol-
lowing was found. to,V% “the casualty list:
Killed—Corporal orden, - Pincher
Creek; Pte. Kerr,: P'ncher Creek, and
Sergt. Pattison, M\a

Wounded—Liéut.," *’Ingiis, Calgary,
Corp. T. R. Miles, Pincher Creek, Pte.
Aspinall and Pte. Burney.
Missing—Pte. Vernon, : Pte. Bell, Pie.
Ermatinger and Pte. Hobbins.

Sergt. Pattison was first put among

On theiswecasion the Can-

circle on'the ‘éast #ide of the ‘track, the
side from which “attuek was: ﬂareatened
The earth was as hard as South African
" soil “usually is," and ‘not muech progress
was made “in trenc »dxggmg before the
firing began. - The Hostile Fiflemen had
posted themselyves, both in ‘front and on
| the left flank;i8o that trénches which had
been constructed either pa allel to or at
right angles to: the trgek

: abandoned, for no one’ coul
and live. e-fil
.prelude to -

halbpast ei

‘the hvellest

‘. the besieged: s

course of the war. Cdl.

‘the -fdtuity of - firing the Me

could-reach neither the glumez& nor the

riflemen, “and ‘the black 'powder

only served to show the. ar&ﬂlullts where

“we ‘were.  He accordingly issued an or-

derthat ‘our men should” only«ﬁr:;s‘ in case
; ; . in

attempt to rush’the’-pesition

% some of the Martini/hecame practically
{ useless, In many of'tlieth the shells had
| to be shoved out ' ‘with' the ‘ramrod and
: others'jammed’ so. that the . breagh ‘would
{not close again. /i 8o* there-tiiey- lay, mak-
{ ing no reply “tol the: 'pitiging ' bullets that
played such ‘degdly’tunes’ abeut ‘them,
and the bursting bombs; m vagied
projectiles struck’ every ““mote “im ' the
gamut, from ‘the ‘deep bass of the angular
segments to the whistle of the round-
leaden pellets,

: A Trying Siti!#iw o
It ‘was certainly a situstion o try the

cealed that when :about noon ‘the boom-

ing and cracking and blasting and’ ven-
1om01m humming ceased; ‘and" otir friend
| on the loping horse, with the white flag,
j came in again’ there were hopes in many |

ir'| hours awny?

stoutest -heéarts.and it need mot be con+|

in for shelter.and the big gun took up
the game. A -shrappel: ‘burst: in the air
above them and they sepersted. ' A lit- !

obselete _rifles, . black powder, . cart-
ridges apd no.. guns, - without stretehers
or medieal supplies,. to_defend a: peint

that his master was indulging in 2 romp. | ang the very -action.itself -implying: that
Just then his master fell andilay ther.. ' it was liable to be attacked again? 1
The ‘puppy ranap curicuslysand licked syppose-that the answer is that in ‘eper-
his :Ezce unrebuked. “They’vc done toq ating this. vast :war machine .a .cog is
<him,” -4ve’ all exclaimed: ion{: .bound. to slip woceasionally. This’ was
renched the ‘verands - ntterly’&uwn “@nd certainlyone of the slips,:and we doubt-
mortal terror expressed in every feature. less owe:it to Col:'Bullock that anpther

The gunner even ‘trained onthe housé: unplessant’ cagraph « has. not. o be
where’ ‘we had pes

danother

ance company ‘would think of their risk encloses this captive war-eagles. I hdvé
if they conld see it now. In the battles - " already intimated that a few of the men
we had been through when the projec- | were distoursgcd at the inequality ot
tiles became @ ‘bit of annoying we put the struggle. Tkey bad not been march-
spurs to horse and removed out of dan- ing victeriously with Lord Roberts’s
ger
ings of the rat when the housewife’s trap’ seeing president and dopper alike take
closes down on him. There was ne es- to their heels. ‘They had not quaffed
cape. Death was everywhere, If you the wine of success.
felt that .the thin board house ‘was a Iing mealie pap 4nd reading The Stand-
mark for the enemy it was useless to, ard and Diggers’ News, with its' con-

moving figure.
the earlier part of the day had admired.’ the hated rooinek was rapidly advancing
the iron determination of the:Célonel nevs, 90 the very town in which it was pub-
er to surrender, began to waver.' Could we - lished, the last number annduncmg the

endure -this till dark, still three deathtnlk

Brxtish Guns Heard; in the fact of annihilation: Yét im spite

What . was that? A deep -mouthed ‘best case to represent’ British valér, no

the British guns from Kroonstad?
latter was too good to be trme, and no’ _charge by simply saying:
one allowed, himself to believe. it, 'ex- “the gort of game you like, Mr. Boer. You
cept for one ‘blissful moment. Bt why | ean stand off there peppermg u§ to your
is ‘the rifle’ firé: slackening? Why, for heart’s content. We can’t reach you or
fully five minutes, has no bird of flame . .0 you any hurt, but to take this train
and ' death lighted the air?  Again'yon have ot “to come within range of
that deep-mouﬁxed double boom.‘
God. is ‘it 'the British guns,” exclaimed | Jnvite you to come and do it.” But he
aTommy “fervently. "It was not’ pro-; didn’t, and ‘he ran like'a yellow dog at
fanity—it 'was’ a'iprayer. ' The eépemy . the first bark of ‘that blessed old bull-
had heard it #is soon as we did and was dog from  Kroonstad. Railway travel
already ‘busy*in’ limbering up: his two. in the Orange River Colony just now:is
war' dogs, getﬂng ready to' trek. | It oné of the most exhilarating sports on
never occurréd’ to’ him for a minute to. the planet. " JOHN A BWAN,
imitate our example. I have no doubt |’

he thought:wa were the stupidegt 1ot ot; The soothing and hedling properties of
rooineks he had ever come seross to en” ‘Chamberlain’s Cough- Remedy, its pleas-
dure* the death-storm that had ‘beat ‘on ' ant taste:and: prompt:and permanent

‘| us for eight:hours for-the mere toolish " eures, have made it a great favorite with

reason that “fot:through us slmuld ‘the.. pedple . everywhere: For sale by.

iand ' come to shame.” BELL l Henderson Bros,, wholesule agents Vie-
The gung and’ their escort, the"’ Mid- " ‘toria and Vancouver.. . :

dlesex Yeomanry and the 17th" Lancers,

our Baviours pursued  the . retreating - ‘Alarm has been occasioned in Glonceb

pleasing sight to see our shells burst-  thought to be a case of leprosy. The vie-
that ucholy mixture which we call tim is a man 21 years of age.

tle .dog was friskingabout, imaginin :
swslite Maytini, with § &, whmhhadbeenattackedaweekhefm,

They had been eat- |

step outsxde for there were hundreds of,. stant accounts of battues of Britishers, |
rifles - just yawning for a chance at a. omittmg fo explain how it was that, dn';
Even those of us who inj Spite of ihese overwhelming' disasters, |

surrender of the town to this astonishing
army, which was cotetantly’ adva;ncxng'

“By_ these old blunderbusses, and we heéartily:

l

i
i
\
l
t

i

|

d been killed by | be constructed, trees had to be felled and
i shells, and were hxdeously mangled. ‘A | brought to the water's edge, sawpits dug,
! ing on the kopje just beyond the poisx~l

|

| bottom of the pit.
assions that make up : Bennett aré not plentifully supplied with
“of the wounded were ; timber, and the stumps that may be seen
ims, and smashed is far up theﬁmountam side attest to the

Byem- E
eyer |

rjg od

al | employee bt e 'Wihite Pash'ral i isa | C
wor‘ker and{z‘ﬁé%* s of ‘nioney was &
At "931’991 get the '
:‘Wz!x

l

Here we could imagine the feel- co!nmn, capturing town after town, and | g

lwlup-smmng‘ planks
:&an enough with vigor.
g"in} the preciate the misery3of the men dt the

| noom,: tirat- the ‘fivst through train, would+
.R.; | be sent over the road: at three, and that

iwhich a little white flag fluttered to the
blame for: sending ,off these; men, with' ]

“they ‘are engdged’ cowers every bmnch of

1 eivil ‘government;:
‘safety,;~and ‘then - sent acress the 'wires: that 400 of ;the

we spectators-who had’ received most ofi ‘men, Jor:as many of them ag were Still,
‘the ’ shiells - thiat ‘missed ‘the éngine, goty alive, who +had "already - been . in the'
d ng of ‘the inférnal cay«: enemy’s “hands ‘for months;. were again’
enne, Such moments make ‘a mang behind ‘the multiple barb wires ! that
‘thoughtful and 'wonder what' ‘tbe inSurs: constitute; the cage in ‘which .the ‘Boer

of the fact that they were not in" the |

" to impossflﬂe ¥he ladies had first choice
double boom was heard: away. off ‘to the one can deny that inspired by their com- !

south. - Were the enemy blowing dp ' mander and his officers, they fought a:
other portions. of the line? or: was it discouragingly uphill fight, held the pro-1
The ! perty of ‘which they: had: been put 'in &
*“Yes, thig is |

" and rails have only just been laid, they

'

burghers,: and - it was: an amazingly ter county by the discovery of what (is . White Horse you come fo a spot which,

: ‘months ago a-magnificent sheet of water
L covering a very large area, was to-day
a large area or sand and gravel; here
and there narrow streams have cut deep
channéls through''the sand and gravel,
gradually reducing in velocity as the
water level of the outlet is reached. To
drain a body of water wovering thous-
ands of acres in extent, and in some
spots 75 feet deep, would seem almost
impossible. This was accidental rather
than  intentional. The builders of the
road in order to avoid an expensive
detour around the lake determined to
lower the lake three feet, if possible,
but so soon as the .capacity of the outlet
was increased the sand and gravel of-
fered very little resistance to the ever-
increasing volume of water, and in an
‘ ineredibly short space of tlme the lake
| was gone. A man who had seen ‘the
whole thing told me that towards the
end it was a wonderful sight to see the
millions of Arctic trout rushing hither
and thither to Keep in deep water, and
that in spots they could be found lying
dead by the thousands. Vhether the very.
low water at Caribou this year is due
in apy way to this rush .of sand and
water, this being the first favorable spot
for silting, is not for me to say
But the millions of yards of gravel which
have been. dxsplaced mugt; have found a
resting place on
shallows.

When F was traveﬂ‘mg @6wir the 'Yu-
-kon, the:sucoession of plateaus, grayvelly
.ndges, ( % cut banks of clay and sand
through where the Yukon threaded its
way stitick mé“that the dried up.lake I
had seeh was only a miniatyre of what
we were. passing through, and that in' the
rémote-past, by ‘some -effart "of Nature,
an -immense -body Jof: water -. had - been
freed, and we were now. trayelling m
the channels cut ont of the o'Id bed of
& ‘Hige iland -seat’ A
i? e;f ner, oo WE ariived aﬁ%White Borde too: late
git gcoﬂ“h fitdl 19, Witnessishe driving:, of ‘the’last spike,
'ﬁargbs." B o‘r to feast w1th the mierry thmng.who
% mﬁféeyed"to’& U i g‘i;elebrs.tqd" ;auspicious oceasion.
Jijiiekly as %"s_"éfﬁléilﬁierx’ e weére told, - anﬁ ‘we.. give it ample
S “a Pefedénce, that it iwas hbnored right roy-
in de forps): and as *only» A 1B 8
kadw how to  do:it.
= Hriwas rdining when we reached Whlte
Horse and a mad rush at onee ensued
for .the steamer, all wanﬁng A berth
and, a whole staté‘room it possible. As
.the berthis were *yéry limited in number
the majofity got “‘stand easies;” which
are all ‘right enough when you get ac-
'%ﬁt ‘wmder weigh. | customed to them. When we do really
A ey & be | make a start down the river T shall tell
B8, i yeu more about them,
1| “WWe wyeached White Horse to find we
NW no further. . The head of
“Lebavge . Was the bene noir now.
M:‘immlt at White Horse
“Sere & “to mne Horse
e g ical survey
:ﬁdﬂe ‘Glty to- heet 1ts pro-

Benhe
White Horse

%
Lake Bennett, the River and Ad-
jacent Country Graphically
Described.

e

The Ride on the First Train to
White Horse--How a Lake
Was Lowered.

(Special correspondence of the Times.)
Lake Bennett is a magnificent sheet of

In the pioneer days of ’87 the
water route to Dawson commenced here.
The hardships and tribulations of the

argonauts; boats, rafts or scows had to

and" thé slow and  tedious process of
pushed forward

The uninitiated eannot ap-

The shores of Lake

energy of the pioneers’ in their efforts to
‘obtain Material "to construct ‘their crafts.
A ﬁéet of fitie steamers was busily en-

Y : ,rmlway material from,
The: steamers Auq

k g u hu

ip Bt e ‘aribod? Wl;xte“ﬁorse

gorder i s
?%é pett iFHot a ﬁﬁm(f’

or; 3o e afftrﬁoons a §trb’i& breeza |

m ‘Fown' the 1ake. “Boats |

s WoRit 2ot the w'ind 6 spring

tﬁ%e Wway ~béfote the

45 "a very pretty |

set. of‘

W é@g«:«« e
selves . to administer to thEir
comforts-are interesting and
To “live well’ on the trip was &V
in: many cases, wtnl&t in ofhers ‘m

| and beans” and coffee would be the ' lwq 01 the
‘fortundte

, heiﬁi‘lit'i ek
néw city. We gvﬁ'iﬂ&t
we had hardly stepped ‘frof
wheh ‘we ‘met our old riend, -
une, vﬁm welcomeé us in hrs

After a ten days’ stay in Bennett,

were notified that the last spike would
be driven at White Horse that after-

i pleasantries we discussed White Horse
seriously. - The profits  which had been
made in handling business preperty as-
tonished us.

‘White Horse is well situated, in close -
proximity to - lafge copper mines, the-
shipping point for all steamers down the
,river, the terminus of the railway from
Skagway. With all this in its favor, it
should be a good point, providing always
that the railway does not go farther and
far enough to avoid the ‘delays in the
carly snring at Lake Lebarge, the dan-
gers of ‘the: Thirty-Mile river, and to
have the advantage of the benefits that
would:aeerne at a point where naviga-
tion .opens earlier than at White Horse.
Selkirk is the limit to’ where “the road
can ‘be exXtended under. its present ehar-
ter. There are ether points farther up .
+ with: as' great advantages as Selkirk.

We walked up the river for two miles
and saw White Horse rapids and twe
scows pﬂoted through. * The whole thing
“wwas done 50 quickly that it nearly took
Cour breath away.. One thing is eertain,
At 4his - peidt t__ov'”'t’ ‘takes consummate $klll and cool judg-

:ment. to pilot a craft.
seareh:“for ‘alcohol ~.is - their iieonstant
; charges Polios:work -i§ only:iueident- Since that dafe Capt. McMaster haw

iloted = the steamers Bailey, Clifford,
al, A the neatest Tespect ‘i paid | i here?
s IRV sh@ kdars even-be tho!e i itton, Nora andiZelandion (late Reaper)

Jhdve ‘@4 inclination to lawleséness. at odd- ;zft@l: ery?:;;:tteaalg;d &:ﬁﬁ%e:n;?;g’;,
tlmes : ; a to charm every steamer when he takes
ﬁ;:s 8;;22 a: tahlf 3;:;‘1::%122: lssogozi(;_ control; he ks the swift water steamboat
-wardr; AO smokeable Havana  js 50c.’ captain pd? excelléiice on the Yukon.
now, and as we hunted. the steward to B;r e trtaxlwav oud?:ieiz e::a’;homl:c’;:‘:ﬁg
satisfy a.longing for a little “Special and ve:yn; Z::ofll{.a Rwnatvind toybg W o
cepting to tie and iron the road, and te
construct the bridge ‘at Caribou. The
15th ‘of Angust ought to see the train
running through from Skagway to White
Horse.

How much further it will’ be ;sunning
on Augast 15th, 1901, T would give a
great’ deal to know.

: CHARLIE VARDFN

A MOTHER TELLS 'HOW SHE SAV-
ED HER LITTLE DAUGH-
TER’S LIFE; ‘

1 am the mother of elgbt children and
have had a great deal of expenéime with
medicines, Last summer my little daugh-
ter had the dysentery in its worst form.
' 'We thought' she would. die. I tried
‘everything I could think of, but ‘nothing
seemed to do her any good I saw by
an advertisement in our paper that
Chamberlain’s Colic, Cholera and Diarr-
hoea Remedy was highly recommended
and ‘sent and got a bottle at once. It
-proved to. be one of the very best medi-
- cines we ever had in the House. It saved
my little daughter’s life. I am..anxious
“for every mother to know what an excel-
lent medicine it is.” Had I known it at
first it would have saved me a great deal
of anxiety and my little daughter much
suffering. ‘Yours truly, ' Mrs. - Geo. .
Burdick,’ ‘Liberty, R. L For sale by
Henderson Bros., wholesale agents, Vie-
_toria and Vnnconer.

“Lord and’ T.ady Mount Stephen go t)
Bombay in ‘Oectober . to ' visit: the North-
there, ‘but for smiles throu h. an_undulat- | eotes.  They will then make an extensive
ing, Pﬁﬂ(-l'lk :gountry, , The tpeed aver-|tour of India, and through Canada over
.aged eight miles an hour; twf*l‘Ve month jhe Canaalan omc railway.

4 0!&'

from dnte mﬁm Ee runjn,ﬁng énd a-hal & Hiacocks s 1ed Hall & Oo,

hours. BS% B have colic and
- 5 n- er iwﬂi.l guntgrlm ev

ot wal

e " Half o D oid substite 22’:3;

| the Australian would start at noon. Af-;
ter a hurried collection of our ‘‘ictas” an
argumeat with 'a  drayman over his
charges, which did not effect any reduc:
tion or improve our temper, we reached
| the -steamer just in time. The merry
throng -which filled . the steamer, the
charming aftérnoon, the delightful trip
down caused us to soon forget ‘the ex-
tortionate drayman ard our cnforced de-
lay. We were soon filled with a delight-
ful expectancy of continuned pleasani ex-
perienices in the journey ahead of wus.
Half 'way down the lake is an island on

breezé to indicate that 'here the 60th
degree 'of morth latitude is réached, and.
we cross from British Columbia to the
Xukon, Territory. We, are now in the
land where  the uhlqnitous“ Northwest |
Mounted Poh?enmn is supreme; from
here ‘on they “ate “constantly #¢-our el-
bows. .On the {#4in. on the steamer, at
every -landing-place the secarlet tunic,
cowboy-hat amd .riding boofs .are omni-
‘present. - ThedManifold duties im: iwhich

soda™ that had unconsciously crept over
us, we found that the size of the glass
deereased | in inverse proportion as the
price of the contents increased. It is
needless to say we are prejudiced
against liquor permits.

Afteria pleasant run we reached Cari-
bon—a sandy tract. Whilst train arrange-
ments ‘werée being completed we  had
time fo gzo over and pay a visit to our
old friend, Mr, M. King, whom we found
“busy as a bee,” his sawmill working
.overtime and a large number of scows
undex course of construction, and ‘a big
,sumn}ers work ahead of him.

‘o det”a’ sewt in  the frain. was next

and after that a scramble for the re-
‘mdinder. It is on such“occasions that
a¥oirdupois counts; thelaek of it com-
pelled me to take all the eomfort I could
in an’ upright ‘position for the whole ‘of
the jourpey. @ |

If any of your ‘readers has ever rid-
den an a “first through train,”’ and for
“ten ‘miles on a road on which the ties

will ‘know what the sensation. is. like.
The first twenty miles was comparatively
easy -riding;.the last ten miles to hold
on and keep upright was not an easy
task. *‘Of course this' condition is' only
temporary, and the ‘division crews will
‘soon nake -a . perfect roadbed: of it.
Pionéers must expect.to get a jolt ocea-
sionally., From Canbou to White Horse,
40 mileg, the line runs in a straight line
and through a level country,; thickly: tim- 3
bered in places,:sandy stretches here and

About tnxdway between Caribou and
a few

tes,
ym g Puanmer Perry Davis'.

is of very great interest. Thé lake tkat
was, as & co-traveller called it, twelve




