
JUSTICE AND COMMON SENSE. the parties. In the meantime the child­
like confidence of Socialists generally 
in the lamb-like innocence of certain 

the Midway & Vernon Railway case Socialists particularly is more impres- 
will be eminently satisfactory to all sive of certain facts than it to con- 

of justice and fair play. The vincing of the innocence of certain par­
ties.

The decision of the Chief Justice in

lovers
attitude of the provincial government

to the company of individuals who em­
barked their all in a venture which the 

* Dominion government was satisfied to 

accept as a work in the general inter­
ests of Canada, and which was held to

STIRRING THEM UP. ANYHOW.

Attorney Jerome, the public prosecu­

tor for the city of New York, is kick­
ing up a good deal of fuss about the 
misdoings of insurance magnates. He 
is going to have the offenders indicted, 
and all that sort of tAlng; but it is to

be entitled to the usual Dominion sub- 

to understand exceptsidy, was difficult
upon the assumption that there were

behind the curtain be feared the affair is merely spectac-influences at work
antagonistic to the Midway & Vernon.
The position of the McBride adminis- free use cf the money intrusted to them 
tration was a very unusual, we might 
say an unprecedented, position. In the 
case in question it was so diametrically

ular. Neither the men who made such

for other purposes nor the parties who 

received the money knowing it was 
dishonestly come by, will ever smell 

the inside of a jail, nor will restitution 

be forced. The magnates may feel im-

opposed in spirit to the attitude of the 
same administration on another ques­
tion of government policy as to cause 
wonder and amazement and specula- pelled by the force of public opinion
tion. It was admitted by the fact of to restore to the treasuries of their 
the necessity of enacting a special act companies portions of the funds fraud­

ulently applied to unauthorized pur­
poses, but the law will never compel 
them to refund a cent. And yet the 
revelations respecting the methods of 
handling funds entrusted to the high

to cover the case that the Columbia &
Western Railway Company had not 
legally earned the eight hundred thou­
sand acres of land that was voted 
it at the instance of the provincial 
it, at the Instance of the provincial 
government during the late session of ^ mighty financial potentates who 
the legislature. But the ministers were aPPear to have harbored the delusion 
lost in amazement at the bare Idea of thafthey were responsible to no higher 

denying this company the subsidy they authority than the officials appointed 
by themselves will do good. The mag­
nates have received a severe shock. 
They realize now that the savings of 
the millions of people on this and other 
continents were not poured into their 
treasure-houses as a mere tribute to 
the genius of illustrious financiers, to 
be used by them to further their per­
sonal schemes and to maintain them 
in circumstances of affluence calcu­
lated to excite the envy of princes and 
real potentates. As a result of the gen­
eral eye-opening salaries are being re­
duced, perquisites are being cut off, 
and business is being conducted in 
such a manner as to indicate that the 
directors of insurance companies have 
been brought to a realization of their 
responsibilities and their duties to the 
people who supply the money, and who 
have the right to insist upon its being 
applied to legitimate uses.

were held by a bare majority of the 
legislature, which majority Included 
the Socialists, to have morally earned. 
The promoters of the Midway & Ver­
non Railway enterprise were treated 
in an altogether different spirit. They 
had such faith in the scheme they 
espoused with great vigor and strong 
faith that they and all their friends 
put practically all their resources in
it. They had enlisted capital and were 
just on the eve of achieving success 
when a responsible Minister of the 
Crown nearly ruined their prospects 
by casting a doubt on their bona fides.
This Minister informed a representa­
tive of capital that it was doubtful 
whether the Midway & Vernon people 
had technically lived up to the terms 
of the act and that they would be en­
titled to no subsidy from the province 
until they had proved in the courts 
that they had literally complied with 
all the conditions of their contract.
The decision of Chief Justice Hunter 
has not only prevented the perpétra- rest for a day or two for one or two 
tion of a great wrong and possibly reasons, the chief reason being that" we 
averted financial ruin in the cases of 
a number of enterprising people, but it 
probably insures the construction of 
a railway which will be of unmistak­
able benefit to one of the richest and 
most promising sections of British Co­
lumbia, assuming that the government 
will accept the judgment as final.

ON THE DOWN GRADE.

We have let the Kalen Island deal

hesitated about thrusting an unsavory 
topic upon the public attention at this 

time when a Prince of the Royal 
Household is “in our midst.” If the 

Lieut.-Governor had been asked by his 
guest to explain what was the occa­
sion of one of the most notorious 

scandals that has ever brought the 

administration of a British country in-
ORCHARD'S CONFESSIONS.

Socialists in all portions of this con- to disgrace, what could he - have 
tinent are breathing forth threatenings replied? If His Honor had been asked 

and slaughter against the authoiltios to enter into details what could he 
of the United States for daring to have said? For these reasons we de­

cided to let the almost unspeakable 
business rest until a more convenient 
season. To-day we present the matter 
to ’the attention of our readers as it 
appears to the Toronto Globe, which 

leged dynamiters had nothing what- says: 
ever to do with the crimes laid at their

place on trial one Moyer and others 

who are charged with being responsi­

ble for numerous diabolical outrages. 

The protestants are quite sure the al-

“The McBride government has, to
door. The defenders of Moyer and his say the least, been unfortunate during

the legislative session recently closed 
by prorogation. The manner in which 
the transfer of Kaien Isand to the 

i Grand Trunk Pacific Company was 

carried through is discreditable, if not 
scandalous, and, to make the matter 
worse, the minority report of the com­
mittee on the transaction was, by 
what has the appearance of sharp 
practice, excluded from the journals 
of the 'Legislative Assembly.

“A still more serious question has 
been raised in connection with the 
statutory grant to the Canadian Pa­
cific Railway of a land subsidy to the 

0 amount of eight hundred thousand 

acres. Attorney-General Wilson, who 
went east on private business during 
the session, is said to have left his 
resignation in the hands of Premier 
McBride. What is certain is that he

companions in crime will scarcely deny 
that the outrages were committed. 

Men were undoubtedly slaughtered, in

some instances by wholesale, and then 
the pr nrramme was only carried out in 
part. Some one laid the plans and 
executed them. Who were interested 
in the prolongation of the reign of ter­
ror in Colorado ar>d other states? The 
blood of the slain may not cry aloud 
for vengeance, but even if there be no 
voice proceeding from the soil it is the 
duty of the state, for the security of
property, for the p-enervation of hu­
man life and for the well-being 
society generally, to do all in its power 
to have the assassins brought before 
the bar of justice and punished. Com­
petent detectors of criminals have for 
years been on the trail of the band. It 
is claimed that at last the right par­
ties have been laid by the heels and 
lodged in the place where they ought 
long ago to have been. Who can tell 
until the case of the state is unfolded 
whether Moyer and his pals are inno-

has resigned, and that the acceptance 
of his resignation was not announced 
till after prorogation. The cause of 
his retirement from the Cabinet has 
not been officially made known, but It 
is currently reported to have been a 
difference of opinion between him and 
his colleagues regarding the govern-was the

. . „ ment’s railway policy. If this was theprincipal instrument m the hands of „ '
v, . . , case, then the ordinary courtesy wasthe soulless fcn-n. That tale has been A A ~
i v at not observed toward the Lieut.-Gov-substantiated by the most convincing , .......

. .. . , ernor, whose prerogative it is to haveof circumstantial evidence, But it is t / 1L , , ® .
.. . x, , trustworthy information as to thepossible that the crime may not be „

v solidarity of his Cabinet on all mat-brought home to th - men charged in a ^
•vtonwwx, r- * ters of public policy. Ours is a system
manner satisfactory to a jury. Justice ... ., , ,, , .. ,, .. J of responsible government, so called
is sometimes very capricious as well nQt merely becau8e the members of the
as blind in the United States. But we Cabinet are responsible to one another,
shall presently have an opportunity to , , ’ ,, ,

I but also because they are collectively
weigh the evidence and to form our :

responsible to Parliament.
“For the present the McBride gov­

ernment has managed to tide over the 
j crisis by transferring the Attorney- 
! Generalship to another Minister,_while 
I Mr. Wilson retains as a private mem­
ber his seat for Vancouver. This can- 
net. however, be anything more than 
a temporary settlement of the matter, 
which must, as well as the Kalen Isl­
and case, come up again next session, 
for ventilation. At the same time the 
Premier will be under the necessity of 
explaining the changes which have 
taken place in his Cabinet, and giving 
to the public the precise date of the 
late Attorney-General’s resignation. 
According to well-informed local opin­
ion the government to now on that no­
torious descent which is proverbially 
said to be ‘easy.’ ”

cent or guilty? The newspapers have 
published the story told by Orchard, 
who has confessed that he

own independent opinions 
questioi

iupon the 
>f tile guilt or innocence of

mm53b:

mVSir is■

&» ;!»m
i !i
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Farm Seeds
WRITE FOR 

CATALOGUE TO

BRACKMAN-KER MILLING 
COMPANY

126 Government St., Victoria.

There are no changes in the market 

quotations this week. All staples and 

the majority of the smaller commodi­

ties are bringing the same prlcee as 
heretofore. Oranges show an improved 
tendency. The arrival of one of the 
San Francisco steamers placed consid­
erable California pro<$uce of all varie­
ties on the market, but It apparently 
had little effect upon the values. Ap­
pended are the complete quotations:

Sweet Potatoes, per lb..............
Cabbage, per lb............................
Island Potatoes, 100 lbs...........
Onions, per lb...................................
Turnips, per lb........................ .
Cucumbers, per doz......................
Watercress, per lb. .................

Meats—
Hams (American), per lb. ... 1S@
Bacon (American), per lb. .. 22@
Bacon (rolled), per lb................
Shoulders, per rb..........................
Bacon (long clear), per lb. ..
Beef, per lb......................................
Pork, per lb.....................................
Mutton, per lb................................
Lamb, hindquarter ............. ..
Lamb, forequarter ...................

Fish-
Salmon, per lb.................................
Salmon (smoked) .......................
Halibut ..............................................
Halibut (smoked) .....................
Codfish ........,.............. . ..................
Herrings ......................................... ..
Kippers ............................... .............. .
Rock Cod ...........................................
Bass .....................................................
Shrimps, per lb...............................
Bloaters, per lb..............................
Haddles, per lb...............................

Fruit—
Cocoanuts, each .........................
Apples (CaL$ ................................
Oranges (navel), per doz..........  15@>
Rhubarb, per 2 lbs......................
New Jordan Almonds (shell­

ed), per lb......................................
Valencia Almonds (shelled),

per lb...................................... ...........
Valencia Raisins, per lb. .... 12@
Sultana Raisins, per lb.............
Pineapples, each .........................

Farm Produce-
Fresh Island Eggs .....................
Butter (Delta Creamery) ........
Best Dairy ....................................
Butter (Cowichan Creamery).
Butter (Victoria Creamery),.
Cheese (Canadian) ...............
Lard, per lb........................................

Hungarian Flour—
Ogilvie’s Royal Household, 

per sack
Ogilvie’s Royal Household.

per bbl...............................................
Lake of Woods, per sack ....
Lake of Woods, per bbL ....
Okanagan, per sack ...............
Okanagan, per bbl.....................
Moose Jaw, per sack ................
Moose Jaw, per but......................
Excelsior, per sac* .....................
Excelsior, per bbl..........................
Oak Lake, per sack ..........
Oak Lake, per bbL .............
Hudson's Bay, per sack ..........
Hudson’s Bay, per bbl..............
Enderby, per sack ...................
Enderby, per bbl. .....................

Pastry Flours—
Snowflake, per sacK ..........
Snowflake, per bbl.........................
O. K. Best Pastry, per sack..
O. K. Beat Pastry, per bbl...
O. K. Four Scar, per sack ..
O. K. Four Star, per bbl. ...
Drifted Snow, per sack ............
Drifted Snow, per bbl............ !..
Three Star, per sack ...............
Three Star, per bbl .................

Grain-
Wheat, per ton .............................
Oats, per ton ................................
Oatmeal, per 10 lbs......................
Rolled Oats (B. & K.) .............

Feed-
Hay (baled), per ton ................
Straw, per bale ............................
Corn .....................................................
Middlings, per ton .....................
Bran, per ton ..............................
Ground Feed, per ton ............
Carrots, per 100 lbs......................

Vegetable»—
Poultry—

Dressed Fowl, per lb.................
Ducks, per lb....................................
Geese (Island), per lb...............
Geese (Eastern), per lb.............
Turkey (Island), per lb............
Turkey (Eastern), per lb..........

Coal Oil—
Pratt’s Coal Oil ................... .
Eocene ...............................................

Sugar—
B. C. Granulated, per 100 lbs.

5

1.25
*

11
12
1.

4@

40@

30®

$

6'0
1.60
6.10
1.60
5.10
1.60
6.10
1.60
6.10
1.60
6.10
1.60
6.10
1.60
6.10

1.40
5.50
1.35
5.25
1.36
5.25
1.35
5.25
1.50
5.80

35.00
28.00

45
5

14.00
75

30.00
27.00
26.00
30.00

60

20® 26

20<& 25
2»

s 20
30
26

i.sa
L60

5.40

WHOLESALE MARKETS.
Island Potatoes, per ton
Onions, per lb......................
Carrots, per 100 lbs...........
Lettuce, per crate .........
Tomatoes (Mexican), per crate. 2.50
Bananas, per bunch ..................... 2.75® 3.25

3.50® 4.00
3.25® 8™50 
3.00® 3.25

$ 18.00
2® 2V| 

1.75

Lemons ......................................
Rhubarb, per lb.....................
Oranges (navel), per box 
Oranges (choice), per box 
Dry Figs, per U>. ........
Walnuts, per It>. .................
Garlic, per tb.
Grape Fruit,

16
12

per box .. 
Apples (Cal.), per box . 
Pears (local), per box . 
Pineapples,
Asparagus
Cocoanuts, each .......................
Butter (Creamery), per lb.
Eggs (ranch), per doz..........
Chickens, per lb...........
Ducks, per lb..................
Hay, per ton ..............
Oats, per ton .............
Peas (field), per ton
Barley, per ton ........
Beef, per lb. ...............
Mutton, per lb...............

.. 2.50® 3.00 

.. 2.25® 2.40 

.. 1.00® 1.25
per doz. 
(Cal.),

4.'»
per lb. 10

. 27^® 35
25

12*
............ £2%
..............10.00®12.00

25.00
40.00
24.008

11

' .v

4

ESTATE OF JEREMIAH GRIFFITHS, 
DECEASED.

All persons having claims against this 
estate are notified to send particulars 
thereof in writing, duly verified, to the 
undersigned, one of the executors of the 
will and codicil of tile deceased, of which 
probate was granted by the Supreme 
Court of British Columbia on the 15th 
March, 1906. After the 1st June, 1906, the 
executors will distribute the estate, hav­
ing regard only to such claims as they 
shall then have received notice of.

Dated 17th March, 1906.
EDWARD HENRY GRIFFITHS,

Victoria, B. C.

should be of fact and not such as 
would form the basis for a legal ac­
tion.

He therefore decided that the railway 
had complied with the law by being 
commenced on or before January 1st, 
1904.

CONRAD’S MINES. V
•i " —.,•> ' v.ti

W. Mackenzie Admits Having Pur­
chased the Properties.

Toronto, March 28.—William Mac­
kenzie admits having purchased Con­
rad’s mines at Windy Arm. It is de­
nied that the price to $5,000,000, as re­
ported from Seattle.

There to no syndicate, it to stated. 
The proposal is to develop some pro­
perties in Windy Arm district which 
contain" some gold, but the output to 
largely silver.

Tffi CITŸ MARKET}

Suffered for years with
Stomach Trouble

;LY WEATHER

Victoria Meteorolog 
Marco 2is

The chief "feature of d 
weather in this district ha 
yyme and much needed rd 
commencement otidie w,t;d 
a disturbance on the cd 

* retarded in its mod

Vrùît-a-tives” promptly 
cured her.

■Wi
by a high pressure 
in the Canadian Northwc
pression
Vancouver island, 
caused heavy rainfall in I 
moderate rains in most,J 
ward to British Columbia 
the' Pacific Coast disturb 
inland, forming two snalll 
one central over, this prl 
other overlying Nevada, 
and New Mexico. On thel 

areas united A

Stomach Trouble is usually 
bowel trouble. The bowels be- 
COmè constipated. Poisonous 
matter, which should leave the 
bowels every day, stays in the 
bowels, two and three days at 
a time. These poisons para­
lyze the stomach muscles 
prevent the digestive juices 
from reaching the food, and 
stop the whole process of 
digestion.

Mrs. F. H. Wallace, St. Mary's, Ont. : 
* I have used most of one box of ‘Fruit* 
a-tives,’ and found them all right. I have 
had a good chance to recommend them 
as I have been in bed for a week will; a 
bilious attack and am getting around ünc 
thanks to ‘Fruit-a-tivcsV*

Doctors talk of dyspepsia 
and catarrh of the stomach 
when they should talk ot 
Constipation.

of moderate eneri
Till

pressure
single disturbance central 

Light rains occicoast.
and mild temperatures d 
where west of the Rockia 
the storm area had move! 
British Columbia, causing 

I California and light to I 
I V S' throughout the Pacific stj 

Island and the Lower 
path of this storm then ci 
Ince and the mountain j 

central in Alberta,!
N

causing a general rise 
throughout the Canadian 
the 25th a high pressure 
magnitude developed ii 
states, the. - barometer 
high also "alon g the east 
Itbcky Mountains, while i 

was low cthe pressure
Btatesi These conditions 
weatheT both on the 26th 
showers on Vancouver 
Lower Mainland and In 
and Washington, and hea 
fornia and the adjoining : 
been followed by an Incr; 
the area being central ov 
Fuca, and conditions bel 
an Interval of a day or in

or Fruit Liver Tablets

cure Stomach Troubles be­
cause they tone, sweeten and 
stimulate the stomach and 
they cure the Constipation 
which is the chief cause of 
dyspepsia. These concentra­
ted and specially combined 
fruit juice tablets act directly 
on the liver—increase the flow 
of bile—and make the bowels 
move regularly and naturally 
every day.

More than that. “Fruit-a- 
tives’ regulate the kidneys— 
strengthen them—make them 
excrete more urine—and rid 
the system of excessive urea 
and uric acid. They stimulate 
the glands of the skin to in­
creased action—take away 
pimples and redness—and keep 
the skin clear, soft and lovely.

A month’s treatment with 
“Fruit-a-tives” will make you 
think you had a new stomach.

50c. r box or 6 boxes, for $2.50. .Sent 
prepaid on receipt of price if your drug­
gist should not have them.

er In this district.
At Victoria there were j 

and 48 minutes of brlgn 
highest temperature waa 
the lowest) 36.2 on 25th; d 

Àt Vancouver—High'; d 
59.0 on 23rd and 21th; lovj 
rain, 0.63 inch.

At New Westminster—1 
ture, 62.0 on 21st‘, low® 
rain, 0.62 inch.

At Kamloops—Highest! 
26th and 27thj lowest]on

0.06 inch.
At Barkerville—Ilighes 

on 26th; lowest, 10 on 21
tion.

At Port Simpson—Hig 
lowest, 30 on 21st and 22n 

At Atlin—Highest, 42 J 
lowest, 4 on 21st; no perl 

At Dawson—Highest, 
26th and 27th j lowest, 
24th; no precipitation.

FRUIT-HIVES LIMITED, OTTAWA. Local N
t-

—The children of ti 
schools enjoyed a vaca 
afternoon in honor ef, 
Royal Highness Prind 
may be seen in bated 
endeavoring to locate

*8

MINERAL ACT.

(FORM F.)
CERTIFICATE OF IMPROVEMENTS. 

NOTICE.
Edison Mineral Claim, situate in the 

Quatsino Mining Division of Rupert Dis­
trict.

Where located: West side of Southeast 
Arm of Quatsino Sound.

Take notice that J. D. Murphy, Fre< 
Miner's Certificate No. B93550, and B. J. 
Murphy, Free Miner’s Certificate No. 
B93551, intend, sixty days from date here­
of, to apply to the Mining Recorder ior 
a Certificate of Improvements, for the 
purpose of obtaining a Crown Grant oi 
the above claim.

And further take notice that action, 
under section 37, must be commenced b- - 
fore the issuance of such Certificate of 
Improvements.

Dated this 8th day of January, A. 1 , 
1906.

------o-
—Several Victoria gj 

daily attractive just 
the bloem of the va 
Mrs. Ji W, Moore, d 
street* has a tree- whld 
over 200 flowers. Then 
buds on the shrub bel

-------- O—

—The remains of 
were laid at rest Tu 
The funeral took nkid 
undertaking parlors a 
later at the Roman Cl 
There was a large atfl 
pathizing friendsv

------o.
—At last Monday’s 

city council public vA 
sections of the city w 
amount of $14,000. T 
has been put in comm 
the macadam necess 
work will be begun ad

------o—l
—The management J 

Victoria Horticultural 
sued a prize list for tl 
which will be held s 
month of June. Thd 
may obtain it by ad 
Bland, the secretary 
tions for the show are 
and it promises to be 
successful in the annd 
Ization.

Notice is hereby given that, 60 d 
after date, I intend to apply to the i: 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and V 
for permission to purchase the follow 
described lands situate at about 1 m 
below Swamp Point on the east shor 
Portland Canal, B. C.: Commencing 
my No. 1 post marked R. N.’s south, .-st 
corner, thence running 40 chains no: 
thence 40 chains west more or less to tl • 
shore line of Portland Canal, them-- J,! 
chains south following shore line to point 
of commencement, containing 160 acres 
more or less.

R. NOBLE. 
Wm. Noble, Agent. 

Portland Canal, B. C., March 6th, 1906.

Notice is hereby given that, 60 day 
after date, I intend to apply to the Hoi 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Worl 
for permission to purchase the follow! 
described land situate at Swamp Poi 
on the east shore of Portland Canal. I 
C.: Commencing at my No. 1 post mark 
J. N.’s southeast corner, thence runni 
40 chains north, thence 40 chains more ■ 
less west to Portland Canal, thence 1 
chains south more or less following sh- 
line to point of commencement, contai 
ing 160 acres more or less.

—An interesting add 
Gladstone was deliver] 
at Christ Church cal 
Canon Beanlands. Tl 
of a series of lecture! 
Christian men. The sj 
the early days of thd 
tion, during which d 
lived ^nd performed I 
His remarks were listel 
attention. |

J. NOBLE-
Wm. Noble, Agent. 

Portland Canal, March 6th, 1906.

Notice is hereby given that an appl 
tion will be made to the Parliament 
Canada at the next session thereof by 
Northern Commercial Telegraph 
pany (Limited) for an Act amending 
Act 61. Victoria, Ch. Ill, as amended 
Acts 62-63, Victoria, Ch. 120, and C3-64, 
toria, Ch. 110, 30 as to empower said V 
pany to extend its operations and un 
taking and use and enjoy the powers 
privileges conferred to it by said .\ ;
throughout the Dominion of Canada 
elsewnere, to increase its capital st 
etc., and for other purposes inciden 
thereto.

Dated at Montreal this 21st day 
February, 1906.

BARNARD & DESSAULLES.
Solicitors for Applicant

Learn Veterinary
$2000 a year. We teach 

months of your spa 
tures and grant diploma with d
The Detroi* Veterinary Dents

------- O—
—The Independent G 

held a very enjoyable 
their hall on Mondai 
selected programme, I 
and dancing was the d 
A. Manson occupied 
who contributed to tn 
Mr. Chudley, piano sel 
lish, club swinging; j 
tation; Mr. McGill, 
Hyme, song; J. W. Hi 
Geo. Brown, song; Mi 
A. Manson, recitation 

------o-|

—-There was a lar 
the Metropolitan Mej 
Tuesday when an iri 
was delivered by ReJ 
Qf Seattle, on the “ 
ism." in remarkJ 
fishness was responsi 
ity of the evils of tlj 

I 1. tostanced the accum 
I kc a,nong the trusts. E 
I scribe the effects of t 

°n domestic, social 
Continuing, he drew 
altruism would do6 f< 
of humanity. An" e 
worst form of selfisl 
towards the upliftii

t

EGGS FOR HATCHING—I have 
finest flock Pekin ducks in the pr"'- 
ince, eleven eggs $1.50; Black Min • -,
Bufÿ Rocks, Black Langshans. W 
Wyanohttes, by the setting or large 
quantities. Write for prices. South 
Salt Spring Poultry Yards. R. P. Ed* 
wards, proprietor.

DOMINION HOTEL, Victoria, B. C. 
Maintained on the highest standard; 
rates Ü.50 to $2.50 per day. Free ‘hue, 
Steohen Jones. Pro».,

FOR SALE—If you want an incubator or 
brooder send your name and address 
to Box 194, Victoria. Your own time to 
pay for them. We pay freight.

TIMES FltroAY MARCH

other part ot Canad» when the number 
of liquor licenses are reduced. Com­
pensation, if any, should go to those 
who were injured by the liquor traffic, 
and not to those who benefltted—the 
liquor vendors. He condemned the 
principle of politicians receiving their 
funds from the liquor dealers, and in 
impassioned terms denounced the liquor 
traffic generally.

The following resolution was then 
put and carried by acclamation:

Resolved, that this meeting of the citi­
zens of Victoria, after due consideration 
ot the existing conditions respecting the 
licenses and sale of intoxicating bever­
ages in Victoria, do hereby nominate and 
elect a committee, composed of three 
persons with power to add to their num­
ber, to wait upon the municipal council 
and urge that definite action to the fullest 
extent of their power be taken forthwith 
to abolish grocer and saloon licenses for 
the sale of any and all intoxicating bever­
ages within the city of Victoria, B. C.

The proceedings concluded by the 
singing of the National Anthem.

THE COMPANY WAS 
WITHIN THE ACT

MIDWAY AND VERNON
MAY CLAIM SUBSIDY

Chief Justice Hunter Decides That Con­
struction on Line Began Before 

January 1st 1904.

(From Thursday’s Daily.)
Chief Justice Hunter yesterday after­

noon gave his decision on the point re­
ferred to him by mutual consent of the 
provincial government and the Midway 
& Vernon Company, He was asked to 
decide whether the company had com­
plied with the Subsidy Act by begin­
ning construction of the road on or be­
fore January 1st, 1904. The Chief Jus­
tice has given the opinion that he be­
lieves this work was actually begun in 
a bona fide way. This is practically a 
judgment that the Midway & Vernon 
Company is entitled to its subsidy of 
$5,000 a mile for the length of the line, 
152 miles, as soon as it is completed.

It is now solely a question of the abil­
ity of the company to construct the 
road. This, the promoters say, is as­
sured. John Cain, of Port Angeles, the 
president of the company, and D. H. 
Macdowall, of this city, secretary of the 
corporation, say that the work will 
proceed now with very little delay. The 
funds will be provided to carry the 
work to completion and to meet the 
liabilities incurred before the stoppage 
last winter on the announcement of the 
minister of finance that the subsidy 
would not be handed over until the 
courts so decided.

The financial arrangements, Mr. Cain 
says; are now made, and the first duty 
will be to wind up the business con­
nected with the building of the first 
ten miles which wa? brought to such an 
abrupt end by the announcement of the 
minister of finance. There are a num­
ber of outstanding accounts. These, 
Mr. Cain says, will be paid first. The 
company will then devote itself to the 
early completion of the line. Work 
will be carried on with ail the expedi­
tion possible, McLean Bros, will be en­
trusted with the construction work, 
and, being well known in the province, 
there is every likelihood that the line 
will be completed within a very reason­
able time.

According to the act the company 
w'ill be paid the subsidy of $5,000 a mile 
for each ten miles as they are con­
structed.

The history ot the Midway & Vernon 
is one of determined action on the part 
of those interested. There have been 
many obstacles to encounter. The evi­
dence of those connected with the 
scheme revealed the fact that at every 
stage of the proceedings there was 
reason to believe the C. P. R. was do­
ing its best to kill the project. Mr. 
Macdowall said that he found the 
greatest trouble on the money markets 
of New York, and ascribed this to the 
interference of other corporations, pre­
sumably the C. P. R. Mr. Smailes, an­
other member of the syndicate which 
was building the line, said he believed 
the C. P. R. had interfered with the 
work after a contract had been let to 
the Atlantic Contract Company, and 
the latter drew out.

The reason for the opposition of the 
C. P. R. to the scheme has been as­
cribed on the floor of the legislature to 
the desire on the part of the big cor­
poration to get possession of the Shus- 
wap & Okanagan railway at its own 
price when the time of the guarantee­
ing of the bonds by the province ex­
pires. Tlie Columbia & Western as ori­
ginally planned was to have been built 
from Midway to connect with the 
Shuswap & Okanagan. The C. P. R„ 
which acquired the charter, never com­
pleted this part of the line. The Mid­
way & Vernon was intended to over­
come this, and for years those interest­
ed in this part of the country have been 
endeavoring to have the line financed. 
In season and out of season the con­
struction of the road has been advo­
cated by Price Ellison.

It was not until last year that the 
financial arrangements were made 
which looked to the completion of the 
road. The contracts were made, and 
McLean Bros, by virtue of this contract 
began the active building of the line. 
Those interested were doomed to dis­
appointment again. The government, 
which acknowledged that the C. P. R. 
had forfeited its right to the subsidy for 
the Columbia & Western sections, pre­
pared to bring in a bill to giant t) 
company the land, but at the same 
time announced through the minister 
of finance, Hon. R. G. Tatlow, that the 
subsidy to the Midway & Vernon, 
which was then actively engaged in the 
work of construction, would not he 
paid until the company established its 
right to it in the courts of the prov­
ince.

Work on the line was then suspended, 
and the company was put to the duty 
of again approaching the government 
to see If something could not be done. 
By a bill introduced into the legislature 
at the last sitting the company was 
confirmed as a corporate body. Premier 
McBride, under the impression that the

THE LIQUOR TRADE 
FREELY ATTACKED

AT PUBLIC MEETING
IN INSTITUTE HALL

Resolation Adopted Calling Upon the 
City Council io Use Its influence 

Against Liquor Tratiic.

There was a large attendance at last 
night’s temperance meeting in Insti­
tute hall. Before the chairman, C. H. 
Lug.-in, took his seat, a number of 
stereoptican views were thrown on the 
cavas by W. M. Ritchie. The speaking 
was strong against the saloon and Uie 
grocery liquor license, and a resolution 
was carried with acclamation naming 
a committee to wait upon the Mayor 
and city council praying that they use 
their influence in suppressing the liquor 
traffic.

Mr. Lugrin said he assented to take 
the chair as lie wished to place him­
self publicly on record as one who 
would at all times be anxious to iden­
tity himself with the cause of temper­
ance. He noted in a recent newspaper 
article the statement that legislative 
temperance enactments are a failure. 
This he did not agree with, and quoted 
Maine as an instance, where temper­
ance formed a subject of legislation, 
and this would not be continued it it 
were a failure. He spoke of a visit to 
the fair in Bangor, Maine, where with 
25,000 people in attendance, there was 
no sign of drunkenness. The driver 
told him that there were numbers of 
places in the town whete drink could 
be had, but the people did not want it. 
The history of prohibition in the state 
of Maine, was proof of the efficiency of 
the measure. In the Canadian country 
adjoining Maine, the Scott Act was in 
force, showing the power of example. 
There was, however, such a thing as 
going ahead too fast, and he contended 
that to make prohibition a success 
there should be behind it a strong and 
healthy public opinion. He denied that 
Victoria was not as temperate a city 
as others in the Dominion, but here, 
perhaps, the drinking habit was more 
open than in other places. He coun­
selled the enforcement of the laws, but 
said that they were not to depend too 
much upon the law—they should culti­
vate public opinion in favor of temper­
ance. He condemned the practice of 
gambling whether in the private house 
or the saloon, and asked that every­
thing be done to put it down.

George Carter spoke of the grocery 
liquor license as a business proposition. 
He said that up to twenty-two or three 
years of age he always took his glass 
whenever he felt inclined to do so, but 
about this age he heard a temperance 
lecture which settled the question as 
tar as he was concerned. He proceed­
ed to say that there never was any 
good in the liquor traffic and never 
would. The drunkard came from the 
moderate drinker, and the moderate 
drinker came from the first dram. The 
grocery liquor 
proposition—dollars and cents. Grocer­
ies did not pay enough, and hence the 
liquor license was secured, it being the 
more profitable. “That Is not as It 
should be or would be If every family 
did its duty,” said the speaker, and he 
proceeded to say that if people would 
deal only with grocers who had no 
liquor license, the latter class of busi­
ness would soon die out. He had heard 
of a little lad being sent with a bill of 
groceries which had a line at the end 
reading, “Convert this into gin." He 
also spoke of a man who went to pay 
his grocers’ bill the other day, and 
raised the objection that there were 
too many entries for butter. A friend 
explained how the thing was done—it 
was liquor that was supplied, and not 
butter. The speaker concluded with a 
strong appeal to all not to use intoxi­
cants, and not to get them from the

license was a hard cash

grocer.
W. H. Gibson spoke on “Some aspects 

of the liquor problem às seen by the 
city missionary.” 
saloon as it is to be found in the slums 
of the big cities, or in the small towns 
for that matter. He had seen it in the 
little fishery town of Steveston, where 

would be found lying drunk on

He described the

men
the streets, thrown out of the saloon 
where they had been plied with drink 

He narrated severalto drunkenness.
Instances of drunkenness and dissipa­
tion in Victoria which çame under his 

personal observation, and asked allown
to use their influence to abolish the
saloon.

L. Tait gave a. chalk talk on revenue 
and taxes from the liquor traffic. He 
contended that the wealth of the coun­
try was diverted into liquor channels, 
and that the remedy was in the legis­
latures and the hands of the people. By 
the aid of a blackboard and chalk the 
speaker proceeded to figure out the 
revenue from the liquor traffic in Vic­
toria as $24,750 per annum.

The cost of the traffic and its main­
tenance in this city he figured out at 
$220,166 per annum made up in part as 
follows: Proprietors’ salaries (77), $77,- 
0C0; assistants ’ salaries ($700 each), 
$53,900; rents, $46,200; breweries, $6,300; 
restaurants, $300; jail officiais (half 
cost), $2,700; police (half cost), $12,160.

The speaker went on to'dilate upon 
the cost of the liquor traffic in Canada, 
which he estimated at $60,000,000 per 
annum; it was $600,000,000 in the United 
Kingdom, and much more in the United 
States.

In conclusion Mr. Tait argued that 
if this trade was to be continued it 
would be at the peril of the rising gen­
eration, and appealed to all for the 
sake of the children, to put down the 
accursed trade, which was bringing 
poverty and crime in its trail.

Rev. S. J. Thompson spoke on “Com­
pensation,” arguing that the saloon 
business was neither moral nor legiti­
mate, and that the time was coming 
when to exercise a liquor license in 
Canada would be a criminal offence. 
He contended that the saloonkeeper 
had no vested interest in his business 
beyond the term of his license, and that 
due notice had been given these people 
that prohibition was coming and that 
they prepare to clear out. There should 
be no compensation whatever for de­
priving liquor dealers of the monopoly 
they have so long enjoyed. No such 
claims had been put forward in any
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hill would convey rights under the Sub­
sidy Act, proposed an 
v*ich would make it clear that thirf 
was not the case. This amendment 
was put on the order paper, but was 
delayed tor a considerable time, and 
finally withdrawn by the Premier on 
an understanding with Price Ellison, 
who would not recede from the posi­
tion taken by himself.

It was finally agreed that the govern­
ment should give every facility towards 
having an appeal taken to the courts 
by way of a reference. This has now 
been done, and the decision of the Chief 
Justice Is that the company began 
work within the time specified.

Upon the resuming of the hearing 
yesterday afternoon before the Chief 
Justice Deputy Attorney-General Mc­
Lean argued that the Aid Act was self 
active. If the section was not compiled 
with requiring the construction of the 
line before a certain date the act be­
came null and void.

He held that under the act the In­
tention was that the road should be 
diligently carried on towards comple­
tion.

His Lordship said that he saw noth­
ing in the act to say that the work was 
to be done with diligence. He could not 
read anything into the act.

Mr. McLean wanted to know if the 
turning over of a sod would constitute 
the beginning of work.

His Lordship said that the construc­
tion of such a great undertaking as the 
C. P. R. began with the turning of a 
sod. It must, of course, be done with 
the intention of proceeding with the 
work. When fifteen months’ work at a 
mile of road was put in it could not be 
said that the company- had not begun 
cost of $2,600 resulting a quarter ot a 
construction.

Mr. McLean held that this could not 
be regarded as actual beginning of con­
struction. At the rate pursued it would 
have taken 750 years to complete the 
work.

His Lordship pointed out that the 
company had to get money outside the 
province to carry on the work.

Mr. McLean said these arrangements 
should all have been made before the 
date specified.

Hts Lordship said that there was 
nothing in the act of the legislature re­
quiring any specified amount of work 
being required.

Mr. McLean said the government had 
no right to pay over a cent until they 
were satisfied that every section of the 
act had been lived up to.

His Lordship said he still had some 
doubt as to whether the plan had to 
be filed before work began.

Mr. McLean said that under the pro­
vincial act the work was to be con­
structed after plans had been filed. 
The subsidy was granted on terms im­
posed by the province. There was real­
ly no construction begun until the rail­
way act had been complied with. The 
work done prior to 1904 was illegal.

“Who could complain?” asked the 
Chief Justice.

Mr. McLean said that the govern­
ment of the province could have stop­
ped the work by mandamus.

“If they could stop it construction 
must have begun," said Mr. Bodweil.

The Chief Justice in giving his deci­
sion said this was an important mat­
ter to the parties concerned, and he 
therefore proposed to prevent any de­
lay. He accordingly would give his 
decision at once.

He said that in 1901 the company was 
incorporated. In 1902, by reason of $10,- 
000 not having been deposited the act 
became null and void. In 1902 the Sub­
sidy Act was passed and the former 
act was revived. Work was to be be­
gun within six months after aid agree­
able to the company had been obtained 
from the Dominion. The question was 
whether work was begun on or before 
January 1st. 1904.

In 1903 the Dominion parliament 
granted aid to the Midway & Vernon. 
In 1903 work was begun in locating the 
line near Vernon and also active work 
on the proposed route. The plans and 
profiles were not filed before January, 
1904, and not until March, 1904.

The evidence went to show that work 
was done on the route for the last 
three days of 1903 and for some time 
afterwards. The work was formally 
commenced by Price Ellison on Jan­
uary 1st, 1904.

In 1904 a contract was entered into 
with the Atlantic Contract Company, 
which came to nothing.

As early as February, 1905, the evi­
dence would indicate that the govern­
ment had some doubt as to whether 
the subsidy had been earned. In No­
vember this was further confirmed, 
and in December, 1905, a peremptory 
statement was made by the minister 
of finance that the subsidy would not 
be paid until the courts made a de­
claration as to the obligation of the 
government in the matter.

By a contract with the Okanagan 
Construction Company about $80,000 or 
$90,000 had been spent and ten miles 
constructed.

The evidence was indisputable that 
two men were put to work on the con­
struction of the line before January 
1st, 1904.

It must be held that actual work 
was begun on or before January 1st, 
1904.

If the legislature had required the 
doing of a certain act it was not for it 
to say that it might be done in a dif­
ferent way to what it was done. The 
legislature had required only that work 
should commence before the date. This 
had been done.

Something had been said about char­
ter mongers and that these people had 
not the money to go on with. There 
was too much of a tendency sometimes 
to sneer at so-called charter mongers. 
Capital had to be brought in to build 
these works. It was a necessary thing 
for local people to get a charter and 
thus induce financiers to come in and 
construct it.

There was a point about which he 
had rather more doubt. This was 
whether the construction could be said 
to have commenced before plans had 
been filed. After consideration he did 
not think that this contention of Mr. 
McLean had force. Whfft the section 
meant was that there should be bona 
fide construction of the railway, in 
tact, before the date. The construction 
required was not, he thought, of such 
a character as to indicate that all the 
requirements of the law should be 
complied with.

He held that the object of this filing 
of plans was to give persons through 
whose lands the line was to pass notice 
of the route and to allow of action be­
ing taken.

Whether the Dominion or Provincial 
statutes were followed he thought the 
construction intended was that it

amendment
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