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Nova scoria (8) ALMANACK,

ASTRONOMICAL.

The Comet, Bclipses, &c.

|

DuRring the Year 1834, the return of the Comg T recorded by .‘ :
Dr. Halley, is expected. 1t is found to occupy a period of about i
754 Years in its course; it was first observed in the year 1456, to-
ward the close of what are termed ¢ the dark ages,’’ when its
 Appearance spread such consternation over all Europe-—already in-
|deed terrified by the rapid successes of the Turkish arms—that !
| prayers were offered up generally, throughout the Western Church,
| in which both the Turks and the Comet were included, in one sweep- ?
|ing anathema! Jts hext appearance was in the year 1531, and
‘subsequently in ‘1607, and 1682, The last time of 'tg appear-
lance was in 1759, when it passed its perehelion on March 12th, in |
[that year.
| Astronomers are generally agreed, that Comets
dies, enlightened by the Sun; and that they are o
nitudes, may be inferred from thejr apparent diameters and bright- iR
'ness.  Various conjectures have been formed respecting the ¢ails
 of Comets; though it is acknowledged that they depend, somehow i
{or other, on the Sun, and for this plain reason, that the tail of a I
comet is always turned from it There has been no comet whose f ;

are opaque bo-
f different mag-

{frequent returns have been so regularly depended upon as this; we
may therefore expect its re-appears

J,‘\ :
| TEMBER, 1834—unless in its path it i i

of some attracting body to impede it
'supposed to be the case with it, when it appeared in 1682; then it

jappreached so mear to Jupiter, as to cause its gravitation towards

| that planet, to be equal to one-fiftieth of its gravitation towards the
| Sun

[ Itis utterly impossible for us to pronounce, with an
(for what purpose these vast bodies traverse th
|Space, crossing and re-crossing the orbits of
| been supposed by some, that the supernatural
ders, or the * breaking up of the fountains of
|the Deluge, was occasioned by the appreximati
{earth; and it has been conjectured that in the

Y certainty,
rough the regions of
the Planets. It has
irruption of the wa-

|mystery: we can view the appearance of these erratic bodies with

our assurance, that

of natare, antil ‘the
final consummation of all things: and previous to that awful event
(many unfulfilled prophecies, recorded in s-ripture, have to receive
| their accomplishment. Wi make these remarks, becanse we are

|aware, it has ever been the apinion of weak and ignorant




