
KIRJATH-JBARIM
Tl>« cartkiit r«r-»ril k( thti name ('f wr «u[>pi>M it to have been

C'trrn tly tr^titamiltcil) i« pruliutily J«il|{. Ifi i j. Src al»u jrr.

'.itij<j(«a at*#«ta^<^ [mI>, JiJ^h. tfi? (woA^tfl »•#«•*'

1. NamM. iHi.ir.*^ [xyuiHn/. {v. u ««^««iv«'^ iHt).

I th. 'Jyj ij/. (v. 53 iroAin imi^ [HJ, aa^iotfiMip

[A|. om. i.) 135 ('oA.f la^iM (HNAI.]). > Ch. 1 4 E/ra2}^ . . .

<KiMtATH- AK1.1 jKV KtRrArn- AKtM, «aptM#ta^M <ll)) ihiiuUl

iMt * Kirjath'jrarim'); Nch. 7 t<i («api#iap«t^ (HI). Kirjuth

IU4I (^jra'nnp; »afitm»fi*MA [HAI.|), ami H^tah, with the e%-

pbnatiun. 'that i«, Kirj,ith-jeurim,' »• < ur in Juhh-UM', J»ihh.

ITtgAu; I Ch. IS<^ (itf iroAii' Aavtil, IlKA). HoaUhalunc in J<>«h.

l^iij (here und iti f. 4, hat * ll^at ' cxtcpt in r. lu O"
I fffun 1^ >

' lloiite* Jutluh,' withuut cxplurialjon, uct.ur« in t S.ltj

(im 9 »<e l»elow); t)ui P«/y, Kueiwrn, We., l>r., KL read
'Ua»l-': KIu., Hu. ' IJ;UlUth..

Kviilcntly the nirlir^t name of the place included the

divine namr \\a,i\ ; but how came the humv place u> be

nfUTwards called Kirj.ith jt'.irim ? It is nut a iuj>er-

tluous inquiry. The ntust obvious cxplanatton \i/.

,

th.il, in the luurw; of rcli>{ioii<i proRreit. \W.\\ ' came
(o l»e discrediieil as a divine nanu'— is insufticirnt. We
should have e\j)rcted some better divine name to \x
substituted for ' Rial.' not the reconstruction of the

place-name on an entirely different plan. Mtireover,

we ilo ni)l flint that IJ.uiI \sms entirely removed from
the sDUthern place-names IlLulah. josh. 15ag ; Ifcmloth,

Josh ]5a4, both in V). The first step towards a
solution of the problem in to show {a) that the original

name of the place was Il.ial- or Itaalath- (hag) gil»eah —
i.e., ' liaalof the hill.'—and {/•} that the full name under

which the I)eily was worshipjK'd in thi"i (iilx*ah ('hill')

may have lxn.*n Ba.il yarib (' Rul contends).
(a) In I b. 7 1 (iL\') the ark is <utid to have t>cen hrouifht into

' the huu^e of Abinaduh in the hill ' (ni'^jf ) ; cp the itame phr^>e

in a S.«^ RV (AV RVmn. ha%e 'in Cibcah). It 1<kiJ(s ax if,

in the original writing. 71^33, 'Clilwah,' was the name of the
town where Abinadab lived ; that the description 'on the hill

'

refer* to 'the hill on which the town was huilt ' (H. I*. Smith),
i-s surely improbable. Near the latter of lhe>e pavsage>(j S. lla)

has the strange renderint; avb niy ^x^'^^^ lovSa «v |r^|

ai^a^a<r<i [rov 0ovyov\: two readings are cffmbi/uJ, \\i.,

niin; ^^'jzq and nj;33nJ [nln^ya, the latter of which i» mis-

rendered, and really means ' to HaaLith of the hill.' Prohahly
the latter readinif is the or)|;inal one (i«ee Klo. on a S.t'>2)

;

observe the Pasek after cp'l. which warns us that the text is

doubtful. Nor must we overlook the close of the list of the
cities of Judah in Josh.lSaa, which runs thus in AV, 'ami
Jehusi, which is Jerusalem, lli'oeaih, (and) Kirj^ih [KV
KiRlATnl.'^ The current opinion is that ' Gibeath ' means
*lJil>cahof Saul,' and that * Kirjath ' is an error fur ' Rirjalh-
jcarim.' But it is more in accordance with the analogy of
textual errors elsewhere to suppose that * Kirjiilh ' is an editor's

correction of (liheath, and that the original readintj was' t;il)eath-

jearim,' though '-jearim ' itself may turn out to be incorrect.
(<A) We have reached the conclusion that an early name for

the place afterwards called (at any rate by sciiljes) Kirjath-
jcariin was ' Haal of the hill.' Anai^^-y entitles us to assume
that the local Baal had a fuller title devribing his chief
attribute; cp Baal-hanan, El-iashib, etc. The second part of
this title uU){ht to underlie the second part uf the name Kirjath-
jearim, for of course such a name as Haal-jearim (Kaat of the
woods) would be contrary to analogy. We can hardly doulit
what that second part was ; it was either jarim (^ydrim) or
(more probably) jarib {jfJrih). 6 and m are interchangeable

;

cp laptifL (iS" Hos. 5i3 106) for the Heb. 31', ydr^b. 'Baal

contends' was the nrme ; cp ^'^^^n*, Jehojarib, and ^3 3V
?y3n, ' Let the Baal contend with him,' Judg.63a. Our further

conclusion is that Kirjath-jearim is a late distortion of an older
name, Gibeath-baal-yarih, which was current side by side with
Baal hag-gibeah. It is hardly ne.:essary to suppose that Har-
jearim (Josh. 15 10) is a di?.toriiun uf Har-baal-jarib ; but this

is uf course a possible view.
According to Winckler (0'/2io4), * Kirjath-jearim,' or 'city

of forests,' IS 'nothing but a half-suggesting, half-concealing re-

production' of the name Baal-Tamar (Judg. 2O33), which name
(of mythological origin) was, he thinks, converted into Baal(t>-

judah (3 S. 6 2) in the time of I )avid, when this locality ceased
to he Benjamitish, and became Judahitc. See, however, Judah,
1 3. Tamak.

In identifying the place which we may conventionally

call Kirjath-jearim, we must Ix; careful not to lay equal

2. Identlfica-
'^''''' "" f .^^'*^

^^'^^'f^^
^^^^-

-

^^'*-'

.

.

must not, for instance, Ix.' too conhdent
that Kirjath-jearim and Ileth-shemesh

* nyiJ.l was corrupted into ,i3j;i, the y having dropped out

;

th::. bcciimc ir.dir.tinct, and '.vas rr.isrcad HTiH. to Ahich ' '.^'as

prefixed by conjecture.
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were near one another. The descnptior. of Joi. {Ant.
VI \ ' Niese), ftlrowa w6\i¥ riji Hi^iji «wm^ (Natir.

roti BiftfiraM^ratf ). apftears to \m »UKK*''^'*^1 ^Kf 1'^

n.irr.ilive tt> i s fl/ , .w \\ now Mitn*!*, nnd CHnnot
lit* Ireutnl a« uttthontalive

;
ji»rphu» wiit not wnt-

nif[ a handltfxik of geoffraphy N'"r it it at all

neceMary that the site of Kirjath -jeanm should \w>

in a woixled or bu.shy neighUjurhtHHl. jeanm betn^

prulwibly only an ariiticial distortion of 'jArlb. * The
I learcMt and niotit teilam of all the d ila is the statement

in Josh 17. that the de|)endrn( citt of the Dilieuniles

were (hrphirah. iWeroth, ami Kirjath jearim Now
(iiiiKoN, CiiKi'iliHAH, and Ht-fKorii {tf/.t) are

securely identirtcd. and Kirjalh -jearim must not be
pl.»ct?d too far off from tht other mtinljers of the K''^>up.

If in addition to this ue retiuire a city on the iMiriler of

judah and llenjamtn, there is, it wouUi seem, only one
site which is available, atui that is ri-k'afya or A'aryet

el- Enab^ (city of grajK-s). Ku&ebius places iraptal?-

ta^i^ at the ninth milestone from Jeruvileni towards
Uiospolis or I,ydda. This suits the position of Karyet
el-'Knab. which is aUmt three hours from t.ydda. The
hijjh authority of Kubinson sup^xjrts this view. The
nearness of the mountain Neby Samwil |see Mi/l'KH),

which Kusebius expressly slates (O.S'* 278 q6 ; cp

138m) to be near Kirjath-jearim. is no shRht con-

firmation. The village of el-Karya is but a p<^H)r one ;

there is a I-atin church of great interest dedicated

originally to St. Jereimah, owing to a mistaken identi-

Hcation of the place with Anathoth. Prof, (i. A. Smith
(HG 235 /. ) speaks with s0mewh.1t more hesitation

than the present writer thinks necessary. For the

riv.d site (A'A. "Erm<\) ne.ir Ilt't 'Aii\b, the princijjal

argument is its gre.iter nearness to Ilelti • sliemcsh

('Krma is alxjut 4 miles K. of '.\in Sheins). This,

however, is hardly an argument for critics to use (sec

•Akk, § 5I, and, on the other hand, Kh, 'KrmA is too

ne;ir Zorah and Eshtaol to suit the narrative in Judg.

18 11/ ,*'' and also i:i the wrong direction (S. of KeslA).

Moreo- - for el-Karya it may Ik; urged (but with-

out la M ; much stress ui>on it) that this village

marks '-." jxjint of departure of the rough bushy

country" (ly*, see Forkst, 3); hence the later name,

city of dense copse.' was not an inappropriate one.

That It fits the ptisition of Kirjath-jearim on the N.

I>nrder of Judah and lienjamin, is also beyond refuta-

tion, though different views as to the line of demarca-
tion are no doubt tenable.

The follovt.ng is Conder's description of the new site at

Kh. F.r>H,i.
' The surrounding hills arc more thickly clothed, even at the

present day, with dense copse, than is any part of the district in

which the town can be sought. The ruin is Htuate on the southern
brink of the great %'alley which br(«idens into the valley uf

Surek, and it is about four miles K. of the site of Beth-shemesh,
thus agreeing with the words of fosephus.' According to

Conder the boundary line W. of 'Krma can I* drawn in a

satisfactory manner (see PIlFQ, '79, p. 98y^I, and cp Henderson,
'78. p. 196/?:).

Cp H. A. Poels, Le sanctuaire de Kiriatkjtarim (Ixiuvain,

94). Kirjath-jearim and Gibcon are here thought to have been
on opposite sides of the same hill ; their common sanctuary
being on the summit of the hill.

When Kirjath-jearim l)ecanie an Israelitish city is

uacertain. It must, however, have been at least p,irtly

p.... , inhabited by Judahitcs in the time of

MffrtncM Oavid(2S.6.jf ; cpAKK,§s). In later

times it produced a prophet in the style

of Jeremiah, who fell a victim to Jchoiakim's tyranny

' The latter name is said to occur first in the fifteenth century

.

A still more modern name is Abu (jrish(from a sheikh so called,

who lived at the Iwginning of this century, and left a name of

fi.ar). In support of this identification cp CIcrmont-Ganncau,
Archtrohpcal Ht-i€archt$y ii. ('99).

2 Cp NIahankh-pan.
3 ' There are tt'aars on every side almost, and some very

impracticable ones \, and SW . of it' (Thomson, LH, eti.

'04, p. 666). 'Aujourd'hui encore on est frapp^ de I'aspect

(fifftrent des deux versants : ^ ce point pricis de maigres taillis

ccmn-.cr.curit, \jui r,c dc:r.ar.dcraicr.: qua gr-,r.dir (La,7ra.':sc,

Revue biblique, "94, p. 140).
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