
AMERICAN EDUCATION. H v<|

Pliikulclpliiu, I shall ikfc.r an arcimut of lliem until my visi^

to that city. Notwitli.standint^- t! is wondeiliil diversity, it has

never produord titlier triudde or discontent in the stale.

If tliere is any thing siuprisiug in the <vreut number of reli-

gions, t':e difference of our customs and those of this place will

not be less so. Anion^- us, liirls "re separated from boys from

their infancy, and kept under the inspection of their mothers or

governesses. Here tlie two sexes pass their youth without any

distinction, attei.d the same schools, and receive the same iii-

structions. ^Vhcn they luive coniplefed their education, which

generally happens about their twelfth or thirteenUi \car, they are

not more restrained. Their school-fellows and acquaintances

arc permitti d to visit them ; antl when love succeeds to friend-

ship, far from concealing tlieir sentiments, they declare them with

a fra?ikness which characterises an ungoverned and unrestrained

inclination. Those ladies most distinguished by their fortunes

or the rank of their parents, walk alone with their lovers,

Mithout deriving any thuig from such conduct injurious to their

reputation.

The education of youth is simple, and ill calculated to render

th(>m learned ; no effoi ts of genius, which have so nuieh distin-

guished the inhabitants of the mother country, have yet appeared

in the Ur'icd States. Their studies are confined to reading,

writing, and arithmetic : some are instructed in the rudiments of

GreeV and I^tin, but so snperliciall} that there is seldom any

one found who retains the least renu.inbrance of them. Ttie

people are commercial, and all their thoughts are directed to

the acquirement of wealth, wluch almost alway stifles the love of

polite literature and the abstract sciences. 'J'he aecomplish-

incnts of music, dancing, and painting, were unknown until

some timu ago they were introduced by the French.

CHAP. 11.

SrWAHK.— ENVIRONS OF NEW AUK.— FALLS OF TIIR PAIS'

SAIC.— KXCUUSION TO NF.W JERSUY.— ELlZAltlTH-

TOWN.—CHCOLE WOMEN.—UHUNSW ICK.
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IIM.NTON.

AHUIVAL AT Fill LA DELl'lI I A.

yYlTIUl a resitUnce of some weeks I quilted Xew York,

where n>nq>toms ol the yellow fever appeared. The season,, al-

though far advanc*^!, continued excessively hot. 'llie know-

ledut! which 1 had acquired t»f the treatment of the Americans,
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>r thfvru !o persons who arc iiu: iicui

lujspiial, to which strangers are sent villiout distinction; the
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