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©at a store 5f gooas in this building and be-
came the first merchant of the Town of Barrie
in the year im He waa followed by Messrs
Caldwell and Ross, who en-cted the store yet
Standing and doing duty as a place of buai
aess situated imme.liately to the East of the
harrie Hotel, r.nd which is now the oldest
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^''^ '^°^»- On X mas day 1833,

»Ir San.lford raised the frame of a new place
Of business on the site of Mr Hen.lerson's
present hardware store. Tlie cellar of this
new building was at times, for want of a
better room in the Town, used for social
gatheriugH, which were called by the wits of
the day -" Cellarbrations "

The stores mentioned were follovred by
those of John McWatt, Thos D McConkey,
Frederick O'Brien, H. R A Boys, John
Ki nie and a host of others of more modern
date.

Tlie early Hotels of Barrie were " l?ing-
ham s," a log buildiny and now enlarged and
known as the " Queen's" "Keanuw's Ho
tel, which stood where King's Bakery now
stands, and which will be better remembered
by some as "Marks' Hotel" and "Mel
drum's Hotel," which was kept by Tlirift
Meldrum on the site opp. Dr Morton s pre-
sent residence This building has only re-
cently been pulled down, the frame was or-
iginally put up by Mr. F.dgar for a dwelling
house on rhe site of this new Post Office, but
was removed by Mr. Mel.lrum and turned
into the tavern just referred to.

I n^the early days the means of reaching
xne l^ront from Barrie, were very limited,
the settlers having the choice of following a
path through tlie woods, down to the Hol-
land landing and from thence down Yonge
fcitreet, to York, now Toronto, or they could
go by boats through Kempenfeldt Hay, Lake
Nimcoe and the Holland River to the "Ijand-
mg." Prior to 1832 nmall boats and a schoo-
ner comprise d the 'shipping" of these wa-
ters, but in that year the necessity for better
means of water transit, induced the half- pay
otfacers, who were settled in considerable
numbers along the shores of the Lake to build
a steamer on a joint stock venture This
steamer was named "Ths vSir John Colbome"
after the then Lt. Governor. She was a high
pressure vessel and made more noise than
spee I for on her first trip to Borne from Hol-
land Landing she took no less time than a
week, partly owing to obstructions to navi-
gation m the River, and to having repeat-
edly to go ashore and cut living timber fnx'
fuel, and partly owing to the necessity of
calling on the way upon all the convivial
stockholders in the concern to celebrate her
advent. On this first trip she carried as a

passenger Mr. John McWatt, who is still a
resident and sufficiently hale and hearty to be
present on this occasion. The " Sir John
Colbome" was succeeded by the " Peter Ro-
binson," afterwards called "The Simcoe "

Then came the steamer "Beaver" which with
her popular commander Captain Laughton,
will be rememliered by many still living!
The Captain and Mr. Thompson owned the
ve8!»el, and s<ime misunderstandin,' arising
between thein, thr latter gentleman built
and placed on the lake the steamer "Morn-
'ni;." After she had run her course the "Emily
Mfiy" afterwards christened the "Lady of the
Lakes" took her place and the railway Co.
also launched the steamer "J. C. Morrison,"
named after the Hon. Mr. Justice Morrison,
who was then president ot the company.
This vessel was the most costlv and hantlsome
of them all. but shortly sfter she was tiuished
took tire ,:t the Karrie wharf and had to b^
cut adrift. After Inirning and drifting for
some time she tinally sank i e.w the head of
the bay and not far from Allan !>de. We now
have the steamer " Enterprise," which if not
possessing the tine liius im 1 appearance of
some of her predncessi.rs, ih probably the
safest and staunohest ves.'el of them all.

The year 1853, when lUnie became a
separate municipality from the Township of
Vespra, is memorable in our history as being
also the year in which the Ontario, Simcoe,
and Huron Railway was opened as far « Al-
landale. P^fore this a journey to Toronto
took two or even three days, Imt by Mie open-
ing of this railway, which was afterwards
called the Northern Hallway, and now is
known as part of the system called the
Northern and NerthWestern Railways, the
journey could be made in one day and a re-
turn the next, and now we can leave Barrie
in the morning, travel to Toronto, and after
spending most of the business part of the day
there return home again at night, making a
comparison witn the early means of travel-
ing which forcibly brings to our minds the
immense boon conferred upon mankind by
the introduction of railways. This facility
for travelling has been greatly "lultiplied aa
regards Barrie of late years. For not only
can we re»ch Toronto by railway, but we can
travel by the same means to the north as far
as Penetangvishene. to 4;he north-east as far
as Gravenhurst, to the aouth as far as Ham-
ilton, and to the west as far as Collingwood
and Meaford. and in fact by the counections
„..,.... ^i^.n uLuci rau-.vays HOC COUOmitg at
Barrie, we can reach by rail all parts of the
American Continent.
As Barrie did not become a separate muni-

cipality until 1853, its early history is more


