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[pe^ieiary of Legation, Mr. J. \V. Riddle, has been kindness itself. He

Bias among other things, obtained permission for us to attend the

\si-/>iii!fik ox Sultan's proce.ssion to the Mosque .so that we may see

Ins Majestv face to face as he i)r. ceeds to prayers.

'I'his takes place every Friday afternoon, and is equivalent to a

jiesentation at court. C.nests are introduced into the palace rooms

iverlooking the mosque entrance by their Ambassador or Consul and

iro expected to appear in reception drc'-s. The use of opera glasses,

:odacks or a sketch book is strictly forbidden, h'or hours before the

:eremony begins ever> approach to the palace or its mos<iue is sur

rounded by troop? The household guard lines both side of the road

leading from die palace to the mosque eiitranee it.self. (Gorgeously

iressed military ollicersand court ofTicials appear as the time for the Sub

tan's approach is at hand, then the young princes, boys from seven to

fourteen, in brilliant uniforms arrive amid much presenting of arms and

';bke places in the ranks of the .soldiery. Two carriages filled with

reiled women drive up. Theoflicers of rank form a long line from the

rates of the mosque to the private entrance. In a moment there is

[eeii a brilliant cavalcade escorting a magnificent state carriage in.

hkh are seated the Sultan and Osinan Gha/.i, the hero of rit;vna

;iie ;////<--/« is heard from the neighboring minarets as the carriage

Jr.iws np at the mostine entrance, the long line of courtiers bow to the

ground and the Sultan, placing his finger-tips on his forehead, lips and

heart ( tlie Moslem salute) returns the obeisance. At this moment we

ipw a poorly dressed man rush through the crowd of soldiers into the

"
lidst of the brilliant thnmg and attempt to throw a paper—a petition

into the imperial carriage. He was, however, seized by the oilieials

id his poor prayer will have to be made some other time—and some

;her where. There can b- no doubt of the deep reverence that the

rerage Mahommedan exhil)its for his religicms institutions. His

iperstition and fanaticism are the things above all other that must

considered m stu<lving Ottoman affairs. These are more important

him than mr.ters of commercial or intern itional law, ol which he

uk-rstands little and cares less. He is instinctively a religious

W.i , a and hates the sh-.p keeping Oieeks, Arineni.ins, Jews and

Otl: lureigiiers.
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lus.mie paits of the enipiie the death penalty is .still paid by

a :.itation, and in Smvrna the heads of criminals are often exposed

\[.u: I he piison walls. After all this lorm of punishment is swift

an= .inle.ss, and surely if capital punishment has any deterrent etlect

th; Ifecr should be increased by a public exhibition of the niale-

fac : s liead--at least so says the Turk.
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