
As to tho mannor of receiving- llio biva<l into the hand, wo
need not bo Hovoi'oly criiicul upon that ])oin(. I( 8omo inofor

to accept it in the palm of tl)e ri/jjht hand, snppor(e<l h}- tho

loft,—it may bo (^ions-wise,—and the^' i'('<j;ard it as more rovor-

enlial tlian reecivin<^ it with the fingers, lot us not disturb

them in their good intentions,—supported as they are b}- tho

custom of Christians (itteen centurfes ago. Jiatlior should we
bhime those who aceep: this solemn menmrial of Christ's broken

Body witli seeming carelessness; sometimes with tho left hand,

and often without tho glovo )*emoved.

It is stated on the same page, <», that by these alleged

innovations, " the offertory is converte<l into an otYei'ing." It.

^ is difficult to perceive what distinction is intended to be drawn
between these two terms ; as they have generally been con-

sidered to mean the same thing. But it' offering is made to

indicate more than offertory, it can only lend us to recognize it,

from the occasion and the intent, as an offering to God ; becauso

it is made for those who are speciall}' Cod's care,—His Church
and tho poor. 'J'Ium'o will bo a general concurrence, I am per-

suaded, ill tha dulifulness of such a feeling; for our Lord
reminds us of its truth and force when he said, " Inasmuch hh

ye have done it unto <me of t'le least of those my brethren, ye
have done it unto me."

There is great cause for rejoicing that so many have como
to a better recognition of the duty of alms-giving; thai tho

feeling has gained so much prevalence that, when in the Lord's
house a (y'hristian congregation contrilnite of their worldly
means to charitable or religious objects, they do so not from
the mere impulse of compassion, but as an offering which is

well jdeasing to God. They can take to themselves the comfort
which the centuvion must have felt when lie was addressed by
the angel in these words, " Thy piayers atid thine alms are como
up foi' a memorial before God." And when, in this spirit and
with this hope, the Christian makes his thankful offerings, it is

well that this should be done with the solemnity that is duo to

a recognized part of public worship. The Church expressly
provides that ''the j3eacons. Churchwardens, or other fit

person, t*Iiall revereMtli/ bring the alms to the Priest, who shall

humbly prexent and place them upon the holy table." Can it be
unfitting, then, that tho reverence and haniUiti/ enjoined on these
officers of the Church should bo exhibited by the congregation
at large

;
and can such feelings be exhibited in any more simplo

or unostentatious mode than by their standing during tho
presentation ?

And if, at special times, some of God's gifts,—the beautiful
flowers and culled specimens of tho harvest,—should bo laid

upon God's altar, it is meant as a reverential acknowledgment,


