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the Empire became Eledlive, it was an Honour
to which Princes of all Countries afpired, and
amongft the reft the Englijh. Richard Duke of

Cornwall Son to King John^ and Brother to Hen*
ry III. was crowned Emperor at Aix la Chapelle^

on the id of May, 1257, and this Piece of Va-
nity coft the Nation immenfe Sums of Money, of

which when the Germans had got all they could,

they fairly turn*d him out ; and having likewife

drained confiderable Sums from Alphonfo, furna-

med the wife King ofCaJfile, they fet up RodoJph

Count of Hapsburgh^ from whom the Houfe of

/'ujlria are defcended. He was fuceeded by A'
dolphus Count of Najjau, who was oppofed by
Albert Son to the late Emperor, and we took

Part in the Quarrel ; Adolphus ferved in cir Ar-
my againft the French, and at that Time we were

weak enough to put ourfelves to a vaft Expence,

to enable that Emperor to recover the Kingdom
of Aries : For this Purpofe we fent over to the

"Emptror AdoIph, a vaft Swm of Money, to raifc

Troops for the Support of the common Caufe,

which he employed in the Purchafe of Tburingiay

for his Family ; and Albert of Aujlria taking

Advantage of this wrong Step, and being power-

fully fupported by France, attacked, defeated and
killed the Emperor Adolph. On the Death of
Lewis of Bavaria, the Ele«5tors chofe Edward
III. King ofEngland, but he was too wife a Prince

to be cheated by the Shadow of a Sovereignty,

or to run into any Expences about it ; and there-

fore he wifely declined accepting chis Offer, that

he might not embarrafs himfelf, or exhauft his

Subjects. Throughout this Period of Time, the

Policy of the German Princes, was plainly directed

to the lingle Point of making the moft of the Im-
perial Diadem, by oifering it to luch foreign

C Princes


