
S. VII. THE EARTH. I2C)

3. Houfts, Tents, anJ Fta lis ] Thefe people chan^^c their habirati-

on» according lo ihe fcafon, living in houl'es in winter, in fummer in

tents. Their hnufes nre built with (lones and tods; thcfe are loofed

with beam* and ral'ters, and rmall wood between iheni ; over thefe

are laid bullies and turf, and fine earth on the top; they have neither

door nor chimney ; the ufe of both ihefe is (upplied by a vaulted paf-

Jagc, four or fit yards long, entering the middle of the houle in the

front ; this is fo low that they mutl neatly cr<'ep on their hands and
feet, efpecially when they firll rtep down into the paflage, either from
within or without. The walls are hung on the iiiddc with old flcins,

to keep out the damp ; the roof on the outHde is covered with them
alio. From the middle, all along one (ide of the houfe, there is a

bench of boards raifed ?bout a foot high, and covered with fkin ; this

is divided into fmall apartments, refemblin^ horfes ftalls, by flcins

(Iretching from the wall to the polls that iupport the roof in the
middle; each family has a (lall, and the number of families in orie

iioufe are from three to ten. On thefe floors ihey fleep upon pelts,

they alfo fit on them all day long ; the men foreuioft with theii legs

hanging down, carving, their tackle and tools; the women behind

them minding their fewing, thefe alfo cook the .vidluals. Oppofite
to ihem on the front of the houfe are windows, made of feals guts

und halibut's maws, and fewed fo neat and tight, that the wind and
inow are kept out while the lightjs let in. A bench runs along under
the windows, the whole lengia of the houfe, on this the (Irangers lit

and fleep.

By every poft is a fire place, of a .curious and fimple kind, for the

ufe of each family ; it is nothing more than a lamp hewn Out of a
kind of chalk or foft marble, they fill il with train of feals, and ufe

fine mofs inftead of cotton : over this they boil their meat in. a fort of
kettle of the fame fubftance with the lamp ; over all they faden a
wooden rack, on which they lay their wet clothes and boots to dry.

During their dark and tedious winter the lamps fuflficiently enlighten

the houfe, and warm it more equally than a German (love-heated

room. ,-

On ihe coming on offpring when the fnow begins to melt and
threatens to lun t'lrough the roof, they move out of thefe huts, rejoicing

lo fpend the fuinuier in tents. , Their tents are framtd with poles,

and covered with fltins ; the order of their tents is nmch the (ame as

that in their houfes, but they are much more cle.mly ; and in thefe

they endeavour to dilplay fome finery and tafte. On occafion of a
villt,* the guerts or vifuors are welcomed with finging and prefented

with a loft pelt to fit upon ; the men talk very gravely and con-
fiderately of the weather, of huntii^g and fiiliing ; the women firft

mutually bewail their deceafed relations with an harmonious howl,
and then dive t themfclves with all manner of little (lories, mean

. _^ K ^ while

* The following is a catalogue of the difhes at one of their moft fumptuout
feaftt: t. Dried herrings. 1. C ?d feal fifli. 3. Boiled ditto. 4. Half raw and
rotten ditto, tnikiak. 5. Boiled wiilocki, a kind of birds. 6. A piece of half rot-

ten whale's tail, a diih in as high repute, as the haunch of venifon is here, when
kept till it has got the epicurean relifli or gout. 7. Dried falmon. 8. Dried rein*

deer venifoii.i> 9. A defert of crow- berries, inixcd with the chyle out of the rein-

deer. 10. The fame, enriched with trun oil. .,
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