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aces, which worn |irosccut(Ml tnost actively from

New Haven, Norwich, and Stoningtoii, })riiicipally

to the Island of Masafiicra, and by which sndden and

large fortunes were made, have, for many years past,

been i)roductive of little coinparative advantage to

the fnw yet engaged n them
; and this in conse-

quence of the animal's being almost annihilated.

Oiu' cargoes from China, which were formerly

paid for in these ftn's. and in Spanish dollars, are

now procured for bills on England, for opintn, and

for Knropenn and American fabrics. The cotton

and silk manufactures of Indostan, constituted for-

merly, almost exclusively, the cargoes of our ships

from Calcutta, which were [laid for in Spanish dol-

lars, and which generally yielded large profits. At

this time our cotton fabrics are so much better and

cheaper, as entirely to have superseded the imjirrta-

tiou of those ; and most of the articles which now

compose a cargo from Calcutta, exceptitig saltpetre

and bandanas, were then scarcely known there, as

articles of export to this country. Bills on lOngland

in payment for these cargoes, as well as for those

laden at other jiorts of India, have been substituted

for Spanish dollars, which f(n'mcrly were indispensa-

ble to the prosecution of this trade.

When I first visited the ports of Hrazil, of (yhili,

of Peru, of Mexico, and of (Jalifornia, they had been

for ages, and were then, so exclusively used for their

own respective flags, that the admittance of one of

a foreign nation, was granted only on the most pal-

pable evidence of a necessity, which it would be


