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APPENDIX V.

CANADIAN SESSIONAL PAPERS.

(From Vol. XI, No. 125, p. 27.)

Memonnidum.

Department of the luter'wv, Duuihiion Lands Ihancli,

(Utawa, Felvuavy 17, 1874.

CERTAIN pajjers, that is to sny

:

1. A despatch from the Secretary of State for the Cohiiiies to the (ioveriior-Generul. dated
the 12tli Marcli, 1873, covering an extract of a dcsi^atcli from Sir Edward Thornton to the Earl of

Granville, dated the 15th February, 1873.

2. A further despatch from the Secretary of State for the Coloniew to the Govcruor-Cioncral,

dated the lUth March, 1873, together with a Ittter from Lord Tentordeii to the Tiidev-Secretary,

dated the 12th Maioh. 1873.

3. Two Orders of tho Hononrablo the Privv Council, dated, rcKpcctivelv, the 20tii Septendjer,

1872, and the .'jth DecemI.er, 1873.

4. A letter from Captain Cameron. R.A., Ilcr Jlajesty'H ISritish North American Boundary
(Commissioner, dated the :.",ith November, 1S73, together with other documents on the subject of

the cdiiteniplated survey of the boundary botwcon Ib-itisli Columbia and the Dominion lands and
the United States' territory of Alaska, having been referred to the Undersigned, he has the honour
to submit the following report thereon.

In order to illustrate his remarks he aniiOxes

—

1. An e.xtmct from the Treaty of the 28th Februan-, 1825, between ( treat Britain ami Russia,

describing the boundary in question.

2. A tracing from the official ^^laj), judilished by the United States' Oovcrnment, of tlio

Burveys of tiie north-west coast of the Pacific, and shcnving th(i whole boundary from the head of

the Portland Canal to Iho Arctic Ocean.
The Undersigned is of opinion tiiat it is unnecessary at present (and it may be for all time)

to incur tiie expeiise of determining and marking any portion of the boundary under consideration

other than at certain of the points mentioned in the extract allude I to in the des])atch from Sir

Edward TlKJrnton to the Earl of (iranville, dated the 15th February, 1873, that is to say:

1. The head of the lV)rlland (Janal, or the intersection of tlii; sanu'.by the Tillth parallel of

north latitude.

2. The crossing of the following rivers on the Pacific coast by tlie said boundary, that is to

Bay, the Hivers Shoot, Sfakeeii, 'J'akn, Inilcat, and ('iiilkaht.

;'). The points where- tiie 141st meridian west of (ireenwicii cruises the Riv(;rs Yukon and
Porcupine.

'i here is no object to be gaiiied of which the undersigned is aware in fixing the intersection

of tile bonndiuy along the coast with the 141st meridian, assumed to be on Mount I'^lias. That
C'xpeiKliturc, therefore, may be saved.

The niciNt exjieiisive part of the service proposed is involved in determining tlie crossing

of the rivers mentioned by the boinidiiry, as the same is to run directly parallel to the Pacific

coast.

It must be remembered, how'ver, as a very im])oitaiit consideration as regards the cost of

the survey now proiioscd, that the several rivers named, being, as the undersigned is led to

believe, navigable Up to and beyond the probable line of bounilary, will greatly facilitate the

determination of the latter; and, further, the United States' surveys of the coast conld bo
advantageously used to locate the coast line in deei(Hng the mouths of the rivers in (piestion as

points from wheiici! the' neci8f:ary tria.ngulafion surveys should conimence in order to determims

the l<t marine leagues back, and might further be agreed on and adopted by the (.'ommissioners

as allbrdiiig the data which, in their discn-etion, might bo used to regulate the direction and
location of the lionndaiy across the valleys of thuse rivers.

The points of cr'ssiiig of the l!ivi rs Yukon and Porcupine by tin; 141st iiieridian might bo
fixed by a separate (,'oiiiniission, which, appointed simnltaneonsly with the other, might ascend

tiio Yukon by a steam launch, leaving the ship which would carry the \^&xiy from San Francisco

at the mouth, and take the necessary observations for longitude and erect boundaries.


