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y a year before

the world heard of the discovery and had the

proof brought to it on the Excelsior &nd Portland,

although William Ogilvie, government surveyor,

had made reports to Canada, and rumors were
broadcast. The Excelsior brought down from St.

Michael J(500,000 worth of gold, most of it

from Forty Mile Creek. A little later the Port-

land sailed into Seattle with $700,000 of Klon-
dike gold and six of the lucky pioneers on board.

Seattle was stirred to its very depths. Five
thousand people crowded around the dock, and
as the gold came down the gang-plank packed in

"blankets, tin cans, canvas sacks, even in the

legs of old trousers," the onlookers went wild

with enthusiastic excitement. An eye-witness

reported that one weather-beaten old fellow was
so overcome by this ovation and by the actuality

of his good fortune which it impressed upon him
that he pi'oceeded to shower among the crowd a
handful of nuggets worth some $300.

The news ran along the western coast like

wild -fire. The north pole changed its location to

tho, s[)ot where the one hundred and forty-first

meridian crosses the arctic circle for all adven-

turous spirits—a golden pole toward which every

compass pointed. From that day to this the

oxcitement has been increasing, despite the

swarm of daunt-

ing and contra-

dictory reports

wliich have been
floated to meet
the public de-

mand for news.

.Since this time

the gold that

has reached the

United States

from the Yukon
foots up about

$6,000,000.
The gold
brought out of

tiie Yukon be-

fore the arrival of tho Excelsior was not consid-

erable, authority giving the output of the Yukon
liasiii for the ten years preceding the Klondike

dL-icovery at about $3,000,000. while within two

months iil'ter the discovery $."),000.000 were taken

out. It nuist be said, though, that this "two
iiiontiis" is hardly a fair statement. True, it was

washed out in thiittime, but the result also repre-

sented much time and labor during the previous

eight or ten months in a(;cumulating part of the

sands sluiced in that two months. It is int(>rest-

ing to know that it took tlie first eight months

of milling in (California to get out that amount,

under infinitely more favorable climatic conditions.

THB OIIACEFUL CHII.KAT DUOOCT IN

TAIYA BAT.

THE GREAT GOLD BELT.

The highest authority on Ala-ska, Dr. W. H.
Dall, of the Smithsonia.n Institution at Washing-
ton, a geologist of note, says : "The gold-

bearing belt of Northwestern vVmerica contains

all the gold-fields extending into British Colum-
bia and what is known as the Northwestern Ter-

ritory of Alaska. The Yukon really runs along
in that belt for five or six hundred miles. The

LOOKING UP THB ILEHINI VALLEY.
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bed of the main river is in the valley. The
yellow metal is not found in paying quantities in

the main river, but in the small streams which cut

through the mountains on either side. Mud and
mineral matter are carried into tho main river,

while the gold is left on the rough bottom of

these side streams. In most cases the gold lies

at the bottom of thick gravel deposits. The gold

is covered with frozen gravel in the winter.

During the summer, until the snow is all melted,

the surface is covered with muddy torrents.

When the summer is over and the springs begin

to freeze the streams dry up. At the approach
of winter, in order to get at the gold tho miners
find it necessary to dig into the gravel forma-

tion." This is definite and authentic testimony,

but tho Klondike miners have given me this

more intimate explanation of how the gold placers

are found and worked.

LOCATION OF THE PHKCIOUS METAL.

Tlieir experience has taught them this simple

rule of nature, that the disintegrations of golil-

bearing quartz veins are washed down tho steeper

de(!livities, and wliere tlie streams assume a more
horizontal current form abed of the small particles

of stone and mud and gold (flour, sand, and nug-

gets). The constant action of the water moves the

lighter of these substanctjs first, with the heavier

—

the gold—always tending, on account of its weight,

to settle deeper and doojior. With this con-


