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shall bo pleased il' he will communicate with me on

the subject with a view to their publication. One valu-

able memoir has been transmitted to me by our esteemed

iriend, Colonel Coffin, ofOttawa, author of ''The AYar of 1812

and its Moral," in whose behalf I have now the pleasure of

presenting the memoir to the Society, as a gift, viz. :—An
autograph letter of the late Sir Etionne Tache, relating to

the battle of Chateauguay and the attack on Plaltsburg. I

shall read an extract from a not*.-, which I received

from Colonel Coffin, accompanying the memoir.

"I have been amusing myself," he says, "by re-assorting

papers relating to the war of 1812. Side by side with a very

pleasant iotter from yourself, I lind a paper to w^hich I

attach more than ordinary historical importance. It is an

autograph letter from Sir Etienne Tache, written in 1803,

to assist chielly in compiling my (intended) account of the

riattsburg campaign. I never got so far, and so the paper

has remained unused. It is doubly valuable as a truthful

and trustworthy narrative of the occurrences related, and

as indicative of the modest and manly character of the

writer. I think the paper too valuable to remain in my
hands, and that the archives of the Literary and Historical

Society of Quebec would be an appropriate shrine for such

a relique. I hasten, then, to place it, through you, at the

disposal of this body, praying simply that in return they

will have the goodness to cause a copy to be made and sent

to me—retaining the original."

I shall now do myself the honor of reading the memoir,

which I am sure will be listened to with attentive Milerest.

It is dated

MoNTM.iGNY, 29m.- M.\i, 1863.

MoN CHER Colonel,

Je vous remercie bion sinccrement de votre obligeance,

dans le dessein d'obtenir de moi des renseignements per-


