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Imperial Germany

indestructible work in the sphere of German intel-

lectual life, but could not rai;- sufficient strength for

the sterner business of creatirg a State. We modern

Germans do not share Treitschke's harsh opinion that

the small German States were worthless. During the

decades in which we have enjoyed union as an Em-

pire, we have recovered a clear perception of the

manifold blessings we owe to the small States. Side

by side with the sins of German separatism we must

place the encouragement and protection afforded to

the intellectual life of Germany by the Princes and the

cities. The Court of the Muses at Weimar achieved

the highest in this respect, but it by no means stood

alone.

The history of most of the non-Prussian States is

connected with the name of some one or other of the

men of Science and of Art who have helped to raise

the magnificent edifice of our intellectual life. When

Prussia woke to a consciousness of her duties with

regard to the spiritual achievements of Germany, in

those terrible but yet splendid years when, as Fred-

erick William III. so well expressed it, the Prussian

State must make good by its intellectual powers what

it had lost physically, German intellect had already

reached its zenith without the help of Prussia. Ger-

man intellectual life, which the whole world has

learned to admire, and which even the first Napoleon

respected, is the work of the Southern and Western

German domains achieved under the protection of her

Princes, small States, and free cities.
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