
riie Froc Port Ouostion

THE EXPERIENCE OF HAMBURG-FREE PORT QUESTION BROUGHT

UP IN THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.-M ARSEILLE8

TO BE A FREE PORT IN DIRECT COMPETITION WITH HAM-

BURG.

(I'nuii tlif "tfouth Shon- l'ri>s»."

Kri.liiy. May lit'., lynil

Dti April USlli. lilt! Soiiili Shore

I'rusB j)ul)ll.slH)(l uu cilltorial iirllcle

i!r;:;iiK tlio e.ilabll.-hiiiclU of .1 Kreo

I'orl on the South Shore of the St.

I.awnuic. opi'oslli! Montreal, •r'end-

\UK from St. Lambert down »o l-on-

KiKuil The artiele has arounnd eon-

siderable inti.Test on both sides of tho

river, and has I'voked inu<h euuiment

favorable to the (.roposition.

Of course. Ihi- launibinR of a new

iil-a of thl.s kind is not unattended

with difficulties, and the first diffi-

culty to overcome Is the task of dis-

abusinK tho public mind of the very

general misconception as to what a

Free Fort really is. That the public

mind should be obsessed by a wrong

idea upon the subject Is not sur-

prising; because, in the first place.

we have not a single Free Port on

this continent; and in the second

place, our public men. who ought to

know better, have in their Invlnciblo

ignorance, assiduously cultiva''>d an

erro. eous idea upon the subject.

To people in Europe and of couise

Including Great Britain, there is no-

thing strange about the idea of a Free

Port. In the United Kingdom, all the

ports are practically free ports: Fl-

ume, Trieste, Ostend. Copenhagen,

Marseille:), luinkirk. llremen. llatn-

ImrK. I.ulieik, Brake. Cuxhaven, Km-

drn, (;eeslemunde. Neufabrva.-<acr.

Stettin. .Vncona. Leghorn. Messina.

SeneKalia. tieiio.i. in It.ily; Ilralla.

Calalz. Kusltiini anil Sullna In Uou-

ii.iiiia, Arihaiik-el and Kola In Ku»-

sla; a number of the French and Eng-

lish West Indies, .Malacca. I'enang,

an<l Singapore, Hong Kong, Weihal-

wei. Aden, (iibraltar. St. Helena, and

SI Tlioiiias. .Macao and Livingston

in (luatelmala, have all had their free

port.s. Many of them still remain

free; others, through wars, annexa-

tions, local rivalriei and political con-

siderations, have lost their freedom.

Tho people of any of these townt

would bo amused to hear a Cana-

dian politician's definition of a Free

Port as a port free from shipping

dues, harbor dues or dock charges.

A Free Port l« a port that It fre^

from Custom* dutiet.

The greatest Free Port In the world,

in a protected country. Is Hamburg.

the third greatest port in tho world,

being excelled only by London and

Liverpool, which, of course, are equal-

ly free from customs duties. But any

man who is under the delusion that

because Hamburg is a Free Port It la

free from shipping dues, or dock

charges, let him try to run a cargo


