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..I llrili>li ColiiiiiM.1 wnuld l,v inctnplctc without a rifcrciice to the

ilariiiK and ^killlll iiaviKiitors who in hy kojic «lay» in srarch of iiov-

crciKtily a.i«l trade, with hut crude charts (|date») and little to Ruidc

them l.ut their own self reliance and couraBc, ventured into the Nortli

Pacilic and cxplon-d the west coast.

It is Hoped that ihi* short narrative, followed by a description of

the country and its resources, imperfect thouKli it ni:>> ''»•. «'" Pf"^'^

as .seductive and inspirinu to the civil cnKineers of ihe present as the

wonders of the unknown waters and lanils of the northern seas were

to the adventurous seamen of tile i)ast.

In the fiftli century, according to tlic annals of tiic Chinese Kinpire,

travelers from tliat country reached the west coast of .\merica. pro!.-

ably Mexico, and called the land TusanR. It may he revealed hy

furtlur search that to the Chinese helonu the honour .>f the discovery

of America.

Michael l.'U piibli^heil in I.niid,,n in IdJ.i a famous collection of

voyages entitled ' Turchas His PilKrims," and in it he recordeu liiat

the Straits of Juan de I'tica were discovered hy a Greek pilot in the

service of Spain. name<l .\p.istol.,s Valerianos, or. as he was called

hy Ihe Spaniards. Juan de I'uca. Aulhurities do not agree as to tlie

credibility of this story. Some arc inclined to tliink that it is founded

on fact, others place it in the category ot mytliical explous.

The Spanisli hi^torian Navarette points out that tlierc i^i no such

person as Juan de Fnca in the Spanish archives. The late Trofessor

(korge Davidson does not hoitate to denounce tlic Juan .1, I'nc.i --tory

as a fabrication invented by l.ok.

Captain Derins. a Dane, sailing a Kussi;in -liip. crfisse<l the <ea

to which he gave name and touched the coast of Alaska in 1741. In

1774 Juan IVrez in a small corvette, 'he "'San Diego." sighted the west

coast' of (jueen Charbitte Island and ihni returnhig southward

anchored ot! Pohit Estevan at the entrance to Xootka Sound on the

west coj'st of Vancouver l>land. He was. therefore, according to tlie

records, the lirst Ivuropean to land on the shores of British Cohnnljia.

Captain James Cook, the great British navigator, visiteil X.x.tka

Sound in 177S with H.M.S. "Resolution," MiO tons. Having >|irniig

the foremast of one of his ships, a ncv.- one of Dougla> tir. cut in the

hush on shore, was prepared and stepped in its i>lace. (Fig. 1.)

Captain Cook wa> killed by llic native, in ili. Sanduich Mau.K

in 17S').

in 17S.^ Calit.iin Jaine> Hanna. an {".nglislnnan. in the "Sea (titer."

10(1 1. 11.. made llic first fur tra<ling voyage to the co.i-t.

Two ships, tlie "Captain Cook" and "I'.xperimeiit." CMiiniajuU-d by

Captains I.owry and CiiiM-. viMted the nurtbwe-t coa>t in 1787, and


