
JiiC(|iies (lt> Moiilles, hit upon a scli«ine tluit
was used with iiioro or less sati i:'.i,li:)ii

for well on towards a cciitiiry. Kor fiftet-n
years, exceiHiiiK t^ic (tccas.ioiis hen the
liome Kovernniciit wore forced, for fear of
th» fonsciiiieiK'cs, to forward tlie laoiiev fur
llie ixiyineiit of ihr adniinislrative L\\|,oii;es.
salaries of the iitlicers of the colou/, .-d-'^tA
of the inilitiii, etc, tiies." wm- iii.. only
times when money w:is available lor use
amoni; tlu' coloMis's. when it almost auto-
matically Kravitated into the liands of tlic
traders, wlio in turn wonld have to s.'ud it

back to Fr.ince in order to pay their hiils
for -'oods already received, and to seL'iire
additional supplies in increased tiuantities
to meet I he Krowing need:-^ of their con-
stituencies.

Card Money
On September LMtli, 16S.'), t!ie tn-.isur-:-

of the colony at Quebec notified the lioine
government of the expedient he had work m1
out for use of the community. In justili a-
tion of the proceedinR. lie narrates a UUe
as harrowing as any credit man here ev( r
had poured into his ears by a debtor in an
effort to secure an extension of time or fur-
ther line of credit accommodation. For
eight months, this letter goes on to state,
from January to August, the King's treas-
urer had from his own private chest paid
the tradespeople for the supplies of the
vice-regal household, the wages of the sol-
dler.s, the workmen and work women whom
it was absolutely essential to employ that
the King's busiinesH should be conducted in
an efficient and a fitting manner. Ihit
the money chests of even King's provinfi.il
treasurers have their limits, and that of
Intendant Jacques de Meulles was no ex-
ception to the rule. When he had suece.is-
fuHy pas.sed the eighth monthly rounds of
demanus, he had reached the end of iiis

personal resources, and had simplv been
forced to act upon the plan which h.' nad
been resourceful enough to evolve, [book-
ing about him, he had discovered playing
cards in abundance, apparently, and bv cut-
ting these in halves and quarters, the" num-
ber of them will be multiplied accordingly.
and in addition specific significance would
be .secured. Imagine this man, this genius,
within the recesses ot his own fertile brain,
patting himself on the back and crying
exultantly. Eureka! Eureka!

Why not make, a.s officials of larger do-
mains make, a colonial issue of money, not
silver or gold but card money, imprint the
seal of tho realm, and lo! real money:
then issue a manifesto to the common herd

and order them to recognizt it wit.i just
Die same conlidence tliat they do the silver
and ,eold of France This is exactly what
happened, and the ingenious finance" minis-
ter apparently neither won tlie approval iioi'
reaped the wratli of the King or his gov-
ernment.

.\ (,uarter of a playing card, witli the
impression of the seal of the treasurer in
wax. tlie value fifteen sols, and the auto-
graph of tlie Intendant. became le.gal cur-
rency for that amount: half a card became
twenty sols, and a whole card four .'rancs,
or about e(|ual to tiftpen, tweiitv and eignty
<'eiits of our money. These values were
adopted, as it peniiilte<l the treasurer to
pay the soldier his wages in exact change
The seal ol' auihi.rity used by this In-

tendant was in the form of a crowned circle,
within whicli were enclo.^od three t1eur-de-
lis.

We !;ave had some experience in the past
I' w years, watcliing the elfect upon the
money market of the tloaling of loans, vil-
la.ue and miiniripal lojins, logins civic and
politic, loans of tlie Dominion and of the
mother country. How did tile people of
old Canada receive the propositi to estah-
lisli a local currency? Just as a loyal people
should, exactly, with open arms; just as
some of tlie energetic and far-seeing people
of tiiat |«irt of Canada that lies towards
the setting sun from old Canada have in
these latt.f days -almost falling over each
other in tlie effort to secure some of the
good stiitT before the supply was exhausted:
I'or instance, sunset subdivisions adjacent to
embryonic cities of the plain and El Dorados
ol the iiiountains: roel; cor-ier lots in I'rince
Kupert. that would have been a great spot
for Kuslokap to import liis Hint from, had
lie known of it.

Hut even good ((uality of (ard stock, as
the stationery dealer would tell us, will,
because of constant handling and carrying
become cracked and smudgy. When this
took place provision had to he made for
Its redemption. So d^ Muelles would have
his clerks prepare new card inonev to take
the place of the old, and also i"iew card
money to pay tiie new debts ot the adtnin-
istration, until the people began to realize
that even with the coal-of-arms of the
Crown, and the various signatures of the
authorities attached, these bits of paste-
board were fast assuming their true value
as bits of pasteboard only.

The despair of the Intendant had only
been pushed back a few years. Xow again
he must take up his appeal to the King
with greater emphasis, or tlu- people will

I


