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opened. It is said other means of reooyerv were ni, i «f*^r .*

^„n„+,t J "['^'? Brodie. a inst sacrifice to the laws of hiscountry, and whilst we lament his fate we cannot but admirl

Iff^; I u^^I^' «•*'*• respected, or exalted the culprit it

dSe ThfJl r*
P""'

?^ J""" P-'ni-h'^enT or saT ^oi

hS^crim« ^il f^n-'"^
would here suggest to burv with his bonesnis crimes his follies, and his errors; and whitet we orofit hvhis exampfe we cannot but lament how improperly th^Tbiliti*^

ramil/PP'HfsS rf\' V^" ^r' "» h'^'n^rV h^J^^'ln"
wno possess tortitude, courace, benevolence, and hnmanitv claimour admiration, such was William Brodie.
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Thk Old Excise Office.
(From the Daily Berkw of 24th January, 1873.)

- nh? ^l**""
anoth*"'- hoH.se9 rich in historical a.s.4:iations and of« character that rendered the Old To«n of Edinburgh remark-

f^lL^ "*^ ^u-,P* *^"y ^y °"'' fniprovement Trustees. Their

f«^fir'''"*it' ""^'^f
"ndoubtedly required for the sake of thesanitary welfare of their neighlKjurhoods, must excite in theniinds of many a twinge of regret on .several accounts; and as in

I?tefe% !>.''"''^*^*'"V'*°
'?"'^ *^ ^"'''^ P'«^« "ith^ut directingattention to their distincfive features and history

i«'vL^^!lT*"u*i'"*-.T'"y ^ * fit subject for antiquarim research
IS being levelled with the ground at present in tfie Nether Bow
rt was one of the finest specimens of a class of houses whichextended nearly the whole length of the High Street in formertimes-having wooden fronts projecting four or five feet infront of the masonry, thus giving the erection a more pasteboardappearance than the labourers who pull them down findto be in
reality the case AVhile glass was still a luxury, and light

1?^^/T^*^ H*?
*" ''^.^'ight for outside the dwelling, theold Edinburgh citizen, when building his house, took care toerect in front of its windows a wooden balcony, resting on sturdy

pillars that rose to the edge of the roof, 'thus a^iazza wZformed on the ground floor under which the wares of the shop-
keepers of the period were exposed, and a series of galleries
above, where the burghers would step out from their houses ofan evening to enjoy the air, and particularlv the light, while
watching the passers-by below, and where their children would
play when the rain made the street not so agreeable for that
purpose. In course of time, wlu-n slasx came generally into use,
tJie front of these balconies was boardtsd up and pierced with
windows, and in many cases the shops below advanced a step ao
as to keep flush with the frontage above. Hence the singular
appearance of many of these tenements. Of this class was
the old Excise Office. Its front was .somewhat ornamental.
JNeat wooden pilasters divided the windows from each other At
Its eastern comer, immediately below Baron Grant's Close an
outside stair that projected into the street before the alteration
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