
THE COMMERCIAL.

tho power to grant charters for the con.
atruotion of ronds running througli or %.oxî-
necting wîth ronds in more than one
Province, and beciause such an A*ct shiould
Provide matoriad assistance for the con
struetion, of tho rond it'authorizes." The
Act is aise to provido for lhe organization
of rail way companies, the means by which,
undce reasonablo conditions, Gove.riment
aid'at the rate of se much a mile' weul<l
bo'granted, and such restrictions as would
proteet the farmersfromù exorbitant freighit
rates.

TniE COMMERCIAL has ne désire to throw
auy obstacle in the way of the constru.;
tion ef railways tlîroughout the coutntr>,
as wvo are thoroughly satisfied that tiiere
can nover bo too many. U-pon the deve
Iopment of the mens of transportationJ
in ail dirtections, and placing tie people ofJ
the country within easy acceiss of mark ets
for their products depends, iii a vtry lnrgu
degree, the progrcss and presperity of
Manitoba and tic Nortlîwest Tcrritory.
But ,,e' contend that the power te charter
such railways should be vcsted in the
IZegislatures of 'Manitoba and the othier
Provinces whichi will bo formed west of us.
A Bill of the character of that; proposed
by Capt. Scott would knock the feet froni
under provincial charters, froni the fact
that it wvould provide aid for railways
clîartered and encouragcd by the Dominion,
anmd would refuse aid te those chartered
by the Provincial, Législature. This
wvould be a direct blowv te Manitoba's claini
te charter railways in lier own province,
a riglit for ivhichi we have long been ask.
ing. It niust bo considored as but another
eflort to, centrulizo power in Ottawa,
where, less than i any other part of tho
Dominion, the wants of this ne'v anid
growing country secam te bo understood ;
it is another tightening down te the idea
-that only the Dominion Goverument have
the riglit te charter railways, and that ail
power ia tiiet direction should bo vestcd
-in thein.

'Wlile wve have adnmitted the supranmacy
of the 'Federal Government in regard te
the c-)nsti-uction of the great trans-conti
nentalrailway, and have èven supportcd

ýtho Goverument- in somn.o of ità most oh-
Jectionable conditions, Y',e,'at the sanie
tiaie, maintaiji that the Dominion Cxov-
'érnmeatms railway management should
Icease with- the completion of' that lino.
The people' of each provinâe' knoy 'bcst
their ownrailway wants, and aieo in the
best position t. judgo as te, whiat linos

should ho suhsidzcd. It is impossible, in
a country ef suchi vast oxtent, as tic
Dominion, that everything conncctcd 'vitl
rnilway management eau ý>c satisfactorily
administered front-Ottawa. la ordcrthat
thie 1>est results may ho obtained and per-
fect justice donc te ail sections of any oe
province, it is essential titat the people of
that province slîould have caîîtrol of ail
sucli public worke.

Wli wve adimrû the assiduity with
wlîidi the meaber for WVinnipeg is apply-
in- hiniself in this inatter, wo cannot hido
fruin ourscl% es the faut tîtat iii this pro-
juscd -t,îieral Railnay Act, hu <,uiiwit-

t vàg,%N Lie% u) I., btrilking at the very
root of the rigits of the constituency lie
lias the hioter te ropresent.

GROWNING COriiIDENOE.
It mnust be a source of gratification te,

L'ciituecsted in the deNelopment
Muid î,robîîurity uf Manmitoba aiid tue NL'orth-
wcst, te notice the gradually growing con-
tideice w hich pcrva(les commercial and
finanial cirtles iii the country. We
lî.%e ps,ed~ tlîrouglîa Iteay period of
dejiression, aid iL is acredit te the busi
iiess capability of the mercantile cein-
mnuuity of the Province that they have
se succssfully %weatlîurc( the trying
ordeal. The deatli of real excitement or
ainy feeling cf a panicky character may
be dated as far hack as the heginning of
October iast. But ail througli the wintcr
tlierc lias existud a closeîîess iii mouey
imatters, ou in-, no doubt, in a large mna-
sure, te the hoee that liad taken deep
root iii the public nmind thiat parsinîony
and safcty worc inseparably ý.omhined.
It was probably wise that sucli a course
wvas deeîîîcd tite hust te pursue, and it
seens nowv as if tic rewards of prudence
zUid econemny were te ho reaped. During
tlîe latter menths of the past yezar the
policy of retrencliment wvas somelat ini-
creased, ewing, prohably more tian any-
thiîî else, te outside pressure consequent
upon the dépression NvIiic'a prevailed ».I
Eastern Caniada and in thu United States.
New, altliouglî liard tinies stili continue
te exist, and trade is geîîerally at a stand-
still in tlîo East, even tlîis sympathetie
feeling, is hcginnin- te lose its lîeld on the
body commercial, ana trade circles of the
'Nortliwest arc beg-initing te breatlie the
air of inspiring hope. llow long the de-
pression in tic Eastern Provinces of the
Dominion and tlîe United States ay ]astý
we will not atteînpt te prediet, but wc

feel perfectly satisfied that recovery in
the Nortliwest will ho inuch soonier and
more rapid than in cither. During tho
wild daysîet boomi' ield sway, ail
wore umure or ieb.- iîîclincd to boaStfulness,
whîile duriîîg the pcriod o! depression ali
were iîiclined, to grumble, and oftcn wlieni
there exibted but littlu reason for their
doing se. Tlîib, perlînps, ivas euly what
mighit ho expccted o! liunan nature.
1Now %vo haveý liad the sunsmine anxd the
storrn, and a î,eriod of tranquility and
consequent prosperity must follow in the
natural ceurst. o! ce.cuts. Tho gloomy
prognosticatioî.. arid current complaints
of dissatistilid Lîý,1lJrîi gruniblt:rs ha% o
net hecu realizcd, and tîtere cati ho ne
doubt tîmat thc epening of spring -wiii
usher in a peried of steady prosperity.
The year upomi wlîich wo have entercd
promises nmost auspicieusly for ait classes
of tmo coînnunity in the Nortliwest.
WVitli the u..eiî f the Manitoba South-
western and Canada Pacifie Soitiîwestcrn
rnilway linos, whlîi %vill open up somne of
the richest parts o! this province, and
miti thie ninost certaity 0£ soume ,.noe
towards the conîstructionî of tlîe .Ltudson's
Bay Raliyb iîgiîaugurated, wo feel
safe in predicting tîmat 1884 will ho ono of
tue nîost progressive yearz; that; lias yot
dawned upoîî thc Northmest. Pessimists
thiere inay bc andi always mvill bo, wliose
oiily pleasure seeis te bo in picturing te
themeelives seule dari, picture even whemt
tlîe sun o! prosperity slieds iLs înost bril-
liant rays; but for ourselves, and wo
think: me veico tue opinien o! the active
business life o! te N~ortliwest, -when Nvo
say that tlîe future of tItis great countFy
nover lookcd brigflîter titan it doos to-day.
And there is net oue mvho lias vicwed tAie
situation frein an unbim,ýssed standpoint
but mvill unité witli us iii sayiîîg that net-
mithstandiiîg thie soiuewlîat duli Limes o!
Iast year, %ce lias e faith, unhrokeni and
undininisîied, iii the maintenance and the
rapid extension o! our position commer-
cially, agriculturnlîy and in every other
\vise that tends, te prospo-rity hitherto nu-
e<1uailed iii tlie history ef any country.
Our resources are boundiess and but await
tfic hand ef industry te convert them in-
te, hlcssings for millions o! the -world's
population. indications point to a larger

immigra t u~t tiiis country during tho~
coming sLnminer thian has yet been seen,
aud thc class o! people mvhe mvill seek aur
shores -vill as a rule ho possessed. of con-
siderabie mens, and be able at'once to
put tlieniselves ini a geod position. Tho
more that the possibi'*ties e! the North.
mvest hecome known wo the people of the
old ceuntries of tho -worid, the greater
will bc the nunîher of immigrants who
mviii rnake thîcir hiqmes amoAxgsý us, and the
more quickiy the country sotties up the
more rapid miii he the complote recovery
front the depression whiclî*has existed.
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