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THE EXPORT OF PULP WOOD.

THE propos:tlon of the Canadian Manufac-
terers’ Association that the Domiaion Govern-
ment should impose an export duty oa pulp
wood, to which we referred in last issue, is
not reyarded with favor by Mr. Edwin F.
Bistiop, who on another page takes up the
cudgels against such legislation. It may be
that Mr. Bishop is an out-and-out frec-trader,
but we are inclined to the opinivn that his
opposition to the export duty on pulp wood
has been engendered in part at least by his
company’s possession of a considerable tract
o! spruce timber land held in fee simpls and
thus exempt from the Ontario government
regulation prohibiting the export of pulp
wood. Recent contracts placed with his com-
pany to supply pulp wood for American mills
may also have strengthered his views on the
subject. Mr. Bishop makes out a fzirly good
case, but he can scarcely hope to succeed in
changing the cxistiny pubdblic sentiment in
favar of haviag ocur raw material manufactured
at home.

Mr. Bishop quoles us as saying, as the
opinion of an authonity, that 6o to 63 per
cent. of the pulp manufactered in the Unitdd
States is made from timber grown in Caaada,
whereas our  statement was that 6o to 63
per cent. of the pulp used to manufacture
pacer in the United States was from Canadian-
grown timper. Thus both Canadian pulp
wood and pulp shipped to the United States
would be included in the calculation. But if
the quantity should be less than estimated
above, it is neverthelexs much too large to
admit of the proper development of the pulp
and paper indusicy of this country.  Itis cer-

tain that a vasi quantity of pulp wood is
shipped to the United States from pateated
lands ot hich no record is kept, while it is
knowa th- the export from Crown lands in
Ontacio was increasing rapidly up tc the time
that prohibitory legislation was enacted. It
may be,as claimed,that not u single pulp mill in
thc United States nepends entirely upon
Canada for its supply of wood, yet mills
located at Port Huron, Niagara Falls, Ticon-
deroga, Glen Falls, Watertown, and other
pcints obtain a very large percentage of their
supply from this country.

The prediction of Mr. Bishop that the
United States people will utilize other material
for the production of pulp is not a new idea,
as experiments looking to that end have been
conducted for some years past, with the re-
sult that no substitute has yet been found
which will take the place of spruce in the
manufac*sre of mechanical pulp, nor have
the inve.Ligations given any promise in that
direction.

Mr. Bishop seems to fear that the im-
position of a duty on pulp wood might widen
the breach bstween Canada and the United
States and result disastrously to Canada.
Last year the United States exported to
Great Britain, Germany, South America und
other countries, paper to the value of
$1.998,333- No doubt much of this papér
was manufactured from Canadian pulp wood,
Are we to coatinue to build up the export
of the United States by fumnishing the raw
material for their industries 2 Looking beyond
the pulp and paper trade, it will bs found that
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1901,
Canada purchased from the United States
goods to the value of $119,306,000, while
her exports to the United States for the same
pariod were only $70,306,000. The balance
of trade, however, according to Hoa. John
Charlton, who is by no means a pratectionist,
was more heavily in favor of the United States
than would be indicated by the figures, for
cutting out the commodities that simply pass
through Canada and taking into account only
those imported from the United States for
cousumption, 2nd on the other hand omitting
coin, bullion, gold dust, etc., and considering
anly the exports of other Canadian products
to the United States, the balance in favor of
the latter country in the vear mentioned was
oves §$70,000,000.

Many people appear to forget that there
are markets for Canadian prodccts outside of
the United States. Great Britain is a large
consumer of pulp and paper and each year our
exports 1o that counlry are increasing. The
visit to this country of Mr. Harmsworth with
a view to locating extensive pulp and paper
mills is an iadication of the possible expansion
of trade in that direction. It is also signifi-
cant that the Chicoutimi Pulp -Company have
entesed into a coatract with Edward Lloyd,
Limited, of London, England, to supply about
thirty thousand tons of dry pulp per annum
for the next six years.

Myr. Bishop enters a plea for the settler. It
is true that the sale of pulp wood is now a
very desiradle means of revenue while the
il:.n(lis being oioved. The assumption that
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there would be no market for pulp wood i .,
export duty were imposed is surely based .. lf
misconception. The prohibition of the vy
of pulp wood would drubtless result in i
erection of new mills in Canada which w..,
bring competition in the buying of the ... .
Look at the results which followed the
hibition of the export of saw logs. 1.,
was, if anything, an appraciation in the v .
of timber ; mills thz¢ had teen idle for [T
were rebuilt and put into commissiun ; iy,
were removed from Michigan to Om.um L3R
population of the lumbering settlement = ,
greatly increased, and the country w.
many ways immensely benefitted. A hk.
dition would no doubt follow an cmb.ug o0,
pulp wood, although it could scarcely o
expected that the transformation weale t ek
so rapid and complete. .
The natural facilities of Canada e oz
favorable to the manufacture of pulp and [‘.apgrfe :
that no opportunity should be lost to securde
for the country all the benefit resulting troms: -
the development of such an industry. frome:s
St. John, N. B., to the Lake of the Wewdoli.
and even in British Columbia, these 1r;§r
numercs water powers splendidly adapreds
for pulp mills, while the guantity of spu
timber is admitted to be much greater than
possessed by any other country in the werld€
Then should we not take full advantage oft
our national heritage by prohibiting the exports
of pulp ftimber? Legislation plicing un:
absolute embaryo on its export, such as now's ¢
applies to the Crown lands of Ontario and?
British Columbia, is to our mind the xdc.ﬂ—
condition. - §
Esseatially this is not a tariff qusstion, but:
it becomes so from the fact that the export of =
wood from private lands cannot be prcuntdF
cxcept by the imposition of a prohibitory xaé
by the Dominion Government. Such a dutd -
would surcly eventually prove to be in tb&‘?
interests of the country.  Mr. Bishop's <tate
ment that Canada is a ** notoricusly unsaf,
country™ in which to invest .apital owing t
revolutionary tarfi changes is not
founded. How does he accounmt for b
recent purchase of extensive areas of tim
lands in this count:y by the Intemat:
Paper Company, Burgess Sulphite Pulp Coe
pany, Stetson, Cutler & Company and othe
United States corporations 2

é.*w

WWW@"

=
(&

®

o

Wf"fw

h
—_——t e

OUR SHIPPING FACILITIES. 3

THE announcement that the Canadian Govd;

cmment had concluded amangements fiv 3
direct steamship service between Crnada a

South Africa was received with great satisfacg

tica by the business men of this country. Tk

cighteenth of October marked thesaifiag, from;

second steamer and will Ieave Montreal «
November 1Sth, ker capacity being 3,391 tos
During the winter months there m‘ﬂ bcne-::

cxpon trade of Canada has doubx!cs*: suffer
in the past from lack of direct steamskip comE
munication, and now that this has been proge
vided with South Africa we may expet
greatly increase our exports to that cozniry.



