
BRITISH MINISTERS AT WASHINGTON

dicted to old slippers without heels
which, by those who wear tliem, are
said to be comfortable. The state
dinners at whieh "the pêle-mêle sys-
tem" prevailed also, gave great offence.
Mrs. Merry on one occasion was al-
lowed to go in to dinner alone. All
the foreigu representatives were dis-
pleased, at the absence of common civ-
ility as also were their wives. Jeffer-
son wrote an explanation of these
social difleities to Monroe, the Amn-
erican Minister in London. lie de-
clared that M.%r,,. 'Merry was a "virag«o"
and at this, distance of time it is üot
worth while trying to, decide the issue.
He was in general an admirer of
France and was credited with hatred
of England. Towards the close ol is
111e his opinions underwent a change
and we owe to him, in 1823, thia pro-
phetic utterane: "Great Brîtain is
the nation whicli can do us the moet
harmn of anly one or ail on the earth
and with lier on our side we need not
fear the whole world. Witb her, then,
we should seduiously cherish a cordial
fniendshiip, and nothing would tend
more to knit, our affections than to, be
flghtingp once more side by aide in the
saine cause." This, unhappili, was
not the spirit wbieh animated hîm
during Mr. Merry's terni of office. The
latter atu±k to his post, but did noth-
in" to checi-k the rising tide of dislike
and unfriendliness.

The Erskine episode did not in.
prove matters. The Hon. David M.
Erskine, who f ollowed, Merry in 1806,
was the son of Lord Erskine, the
lamons lawyer and orator, and aller-
wards suceeded bis lather in the tille,
He posesd ingratiating manners
and at once produced a favourable
impression. Il was his fat duty to,
sele the iIl-leeling aroused by the
sea-figlit between thec Chesapeake and
the Leopard. Hie had been given. de-
funite instructionsr how to, act, but un-
wisely deparled froni them. This
was one of thie occasions wliere the
slow communications acroffs the ocean
pnoved a disadvantage. Hall a cen-
tury later, when the «Trentý" af air
threatencd wan, deiay helpcd to pre-

serve peace. When the foreîgn offleé
at iast learned of Ersikinc's ernor, he
was recalied, and Francis James Jack-
son was sent ont in 1809 b epae
hixn. The two count ries were steadi(ily
drifting towards war and perhaps
nieithe(r luliy reaiized, it. Jackson, as
inslruc(tcd, look a firm lne and thieWasingiltoni authorities proceedeýd to
quarrel withi himi aI once. -Ail coin-
erned seem 10 hiave aeted wvithi bad

temper. Thew disavowal of theo agrre-
ment wich Erskine hiad actutallyv

ined was annloyving fi) Wasillgton.
The Amneric.an M1ini ster in biondon
had written outprudigJcko'
efrorts ini advance, and hie on arrivai
was not conceiiiatory. Madison lie de~
scribed as; "a plain and rallier men-
iookinig littie, man, of great simpiicity
of manners and an iniveterate enemn
to Iorn and ceremony". Goldwin
Smithi says he was a "prixn medio-
erity". The war-hawks were forcing
the President's hand, andl thie Brilish
Minister was "oon a willing factor in
the domestic .politics of the United
States. Attackcd by Iriends of the
Administration, he was given coun-
tenance by tlie Federalists of tlie
Northi. Dismissed and handed bis
paçsaports, lie went to New York and
Boston, whcre peýace counsels pre-
vaiied, and was greetcd cordially. Il
wus fot dipiomacy, of couirse, and the
wrong-headedness of everybody at
this iunclure well ilusitrates the
aphoriani of Oxenstienn: "Behold, my
son, with how lî111e wijsdom the world
is governed."1

England, was aI final grips with Na-
poieon. Hie had secured thc lriend-
ship of the youing Republie by the ces-
Sion of Louisiana at a nominal price.
Madison's Party wene keen on a second
teni and twisbing tlie Britishi lion's
bail was a move in the niglit direction.
Augustus John Poster replaeed Jack-
son as Britisli Ministen in a vain ef-
fort to, slave off what liad by this time
beome inevitable. The declaration of
war lorced him to leave, for the Bnî-
tiali possessions. Froni Halifax lic
made a last attempt t0 stop bostililies
hy poinfing out that thie order-in-eoun-


