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considerable elevation, from one hundred to three hundred feet, and 
extends all along to the settlements of the lied river. These high 
lands am reported to be poor, and badly watered, being chiefly what 
is termed a pine barren. There is here a Ibrry and road of commu
nication between tlie post of the Washita and *he Natchez, and a fork 
of this road passes to the settlement called the Rapids, on Red river, 
distance from this place by computation one hundred and iifly miles.

Un this part of (lie river lies a considerable tract of land grunted by 
the Spanish Government to the Marquis of Maison Rouge, a French 
emigrant, who bequeathed it with tdl his pro|ierty to M. Bouligny, sun 
of the late colonel of the Louisiana regiment, and by him sold to 
Daniel Clarke. It is said to extend from the post of Washita with a 
breadth of the two leagues, including the rivçr, down to the Bayou . 
Calumet; the computed distance of which along the river is called 
thirty leagues, but supposed not more than twelve in a direct line.

On the <>lh of November, In the ulicrnoon, Hie party arrived at the 
post ol" the Washita, in latitude 32, 37, 35, N., where they were «po
litely received by Lieut. Bow mar, w ho immediately ollbred thediospi- 
lality of his dwelling, with all the services in his power.

From the ferry to this place, the navigation of the river is, at this v 
season, interrupted by many shoals and rapids. The general width 
is from eighty to*a hundred yards. The water is extremely agreeable 
to drink, and much clearer than that of the Ohio. In this respect it 
is very unlike its two neighbors, the Arkansas and Red rivers, whose - 
waters are loaded with earthy matter of a reddish brown color, giving 
to them a chocolate-like appearance ; and, when those waters are low, 
are not portable, being brackish from the great number of salt springs * 
which flow- into them, and probably from the beds of rock salt over 
which they may pass. The banks of the river presented very little 
appearance ctf alluvial land, but furnished an infinitude of beautiful 
landscapes, Heightened by the vivid coloring they derive from ^ 
autumnal changes of the leaf. Mr. Dunbar observes, that the change 
of color in the leaves of vegetables, which is probably occasioned by 
the oxygen of the atmosphere acting on the vegetable matter, deprived 
of the protecting power of vital principle, may serve as an excellent 
guide to the naturalist who directs his attention to a discovery of new 
objects fur the use of the dyer. For fi> has always remarked that 
the leaves of those trees whose bark or wood are known to produce a 
dye, are changed in autumn to the smnc^color wliieir is extracted in 
the dyer’s vat from the wood ; more especially by the use of mor
dants, as alum, &c., which yields oxygen : thus the luliage of the 
hickory and oak, which produce the quercitron* bark, is changed be

fore its fall into a beautiful yellow : other oaks assume a fawn color, 
a liver color, or blood color, and are known to yield dyes of the same 
complexion.

In latitude 32, 18, N., Doctor Hunter discovered along the river 
side a substance nearly resembling mineral coal ; its appearance 
was that of the carbonated wood described by Kir wan. It does not 
easily burn ; but on being applied to (Jjc flume of the candle, it sensi-
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