
IV INTRODUCTION.
of Anghiera, to the King of Sardinia i and
retain'd the Reft of the Aujlrian Dominions,

which -had been guarantied to her by the

Pragmatic Sandlion. Of all the great Poten-

tates engaged in this War, the King of Pruf"

Jia feem'd to be the only one who had ac-

quir'd a clear Advantage, almoft without Ex-
pence. Vidory had been render'd familiar to

his Troops j Rich Provinces had been added

to his paternal PofTeflions; His own military

Conduct and political Genius had made him
the Objedl of perfonal Admiration ; His
Strength was dreaded by his Enemies, and
refpeSed by his Friends. But this very Si-

tuation, aflifted by fome unforefeen and criti-

cal Events, plung'd him into a new War,
more extenfive in its Operation, and chec-

quer'd with a much greater Variety of For-

tune. Silejia was too fertile and opulent a

Province, to be furrender'd without Regret j

and perhaps the Emprefs Queen gave it up
to her Antagonift, and form'd the Plan for its

Recovery, in the fame Moment. Few Prin-

ces think themfelves accountable for Succefs.

If the. Courfe of publick Affairs happen to

fall in with their private Views, they feldom

negledt the favourable Opportunity, and eve-

ry Victory becomes an Apology for their Con-
du6t. I do not think it at all neceflary to

labour the Defence of the King of Prujfia,

and to juftify his firft Invalion of Siiefia.

Facts generally fpeak beft for themfelves j

thefe I (hall endeavour to ftate with Brevity,

and
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