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son ttetWclad fortresies and armor-plated ships which
the march of invention must within a few years make,
even in war-time, mere useless rubbish; but In her popu-
lation, in her wealth, in the Intelligence and inventive-
ness and spirit of her people, she has all that would be
really useful in time of need. No nation on earth would
venture wantonly to atuck her, and none could do so
with Impunity. If we ever again have a foreign war It

will be of our own making. And too strong to fear
aggreuion, we ought to be too just to commit it.

In throwinff open our ports to the commerce of the
world we shall far better secure their safety than by forti-
fying them with all the "protected" plates that our steel
ring could make. For not merely would free trade give
us again that mastery of the ocean which protection
has deprived us of. and stimulate the productive (>ower
in which real fighting strength lies; but while steel-clad
forts could afford no defense against the dynamitendrop-
ping balloons and death-dealinff air ships which will be
the next product of destructive invention, free trade
would prevent their ever being sent against us. The
spirit of protectionism, which is the real thing that it is

sought to defend by steel-- 'iting, is that of national
enmity and strife. The sf of free trade is that of
fraternity and peace.
A nobler career is open to the American Republic than

the servile imitation of European follies and vices. In-
stead of following in what is mean and low, she may lead
toward what is grand and high. This league of sovereign
states, settling their differences by a common tribunal
and opposing no impediments to trade and travel, has in
It possibilities of giving to the world a more than Roman
peace.
What are the real, substantial advantages of this Union

ot ours ? Are they not summed up in the absolute free-
dom of trade which it secures, and the community of
interests that grows out of this freedom i If our states
were iightinff each other with hostile tariffs, and a °

citizen coula not cross a state boundary line without
;

having his baggage searched, or a book printed in New
York could not be sent across the river to Jersey City ,

'

without being held in the post-office until duty was paid,

'

how long would our Union last, or what would it be
worth ? The true benefits of our Union, the true basis of
the inter-state peace it secures, is that it has prevented
the establishment of state tariffs and given us free trade
over the better part of a continent.
We may " extend the area of freedom " whenever we

choose to—whenever we apply to our intercourse with
other nations the same principle that we apply to inter-

course between our states. We may annex Canada to
ail intents and purposes whenever we throw down the
tariff wail we nave built around ourselves. We need
not ask for any reciprocity; if we abolish our custom-
houses and call off our baggage searchers and Bible con-
fiscators, Canada would not and could not maintain
hers. This would make the two countries practically

one. Whether the Canadians chose to maintain a sepa-
rate Parliament and pay a British lordling for keeping
up a mock court at Rideau Hall, need not in

the slightest concern us. The intimate relations that
would come of unrestricted commerce would soon
obliterate the boundary line; and mutual interest and
mutual convenience would speedily induce the extension
over both countries of the same general laws and institu-

tions.

And so would it be with our kindred over the sea.

With the abolition of our custom houses and the
opening of our ports to the free entry of ail good
things, the trade between the British Islands and the ^

United Sutes would become so immense, the inter- .

court* so Intimate, that we thould become one peopit,
and would inevitably so conform currency, aM
postal system and general laws that Bngfishman
and American would feel themselves as much citizens of
a common country as do New Yorker and Califomlan.
Three thousand miles of water are no more of an impedi-
ment to this than are three thousand miles of land. And
with relations so close, ties of blood and language would
assert their power, and mutual interest, general con-
venience and fraternal feeling might soon lead to a pact,
which. In the words of our own, would unite all the Eng-
lish speakirtg peoples In a league " to esublish justice,
insure domestic tranquillity provide for the common de-
fense, oromote the general welfare, and secure the Uee^
ingsofllberty."
Thus would free trade unite what a century ago pr»

tectlonism severed, and in a federation of the nationaof
English speech- the world-tongufe of the future—tak« the
first step to a federation of mankind.
And upon our relations with all other nations our

repudiation of protection would have a simibir tendency.
The sending of delegations to ask the trade of our sister
republics of Spanish America avails nothing so long as
we maintain a tariff which repels their trade. We have
but to open our ports to draw their trade to us and
avail ourselves of all their natural advantages. And
more potent than anything else would be the moral
Influence of our action. The spectacle < 'f a continental
republic such as ours, really putting her faith in the
principle of freedom, would revolutionize the civllixed
world.
For, as I have shown, that violation of natural rights

which imposes tariff duties is inseparably linked with
that violation of natural rights which compels the masses
to pay tribute for the privilege of living. The one can-
not be abolished without the other. And a republic
wherein the free trade principle was thus carried to its

conclusion, wherein the equal and inalienable rights of
men were thus acknowledged, would Indeed be as a city
set on a hill.

The dangers to the Republic come not from without
but from within. What menaces her safety Is no armada
launched from European shores, but the gathering cloud
of tramps In her own highways. That Knipp is casting
monstrous cannon, and that in Cherbourg and Woolwich
projectiles of unheard-of destructivenessare bring stored,
need not alarm her, but there Is black omen In the fact
that Pennsylvania miners are working for 65 cents a day.
No triumphant Invader can tread our soil till the blight
of "great estates" has brought "failure of the crop of
men " ; if there be danger that our cities blaze, it is from
torches lit in faction fight, not from foreign shells.

Against such dangers forts will not guard us, iron^clads
protect us, or standing armies prove of any avail. They
are not to be avoided oy any aping of European protec-
tionism ; they come from our failure to be true to that
spirit of liberty which was invoked at the formation of
tne Republic. They are only to be avoided by conform-
ing our institutions to the principle of freedom.
For it is true, as was declared by the first National

Assembly of France, that "fgnoranct, neglect, orcontempt
of human rigktt an the sole causes 0/public misfortunes
and corruptions ofgovernment "

Here is the conclusion of the whole matter : That we
should do unto others as we would have them do to us—
that we should respect the rights of others as scrupu-
lously as we would have our own rights respected, is not
a mere counsel of perfection to individuals, but it is the
law to which we must conform social institutions and
national policy If we would secure the blessings of abun-
dance and peace.

r her safety


