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Valiii, ill l>. 5, tit. T, p. 685, of hi:, commentary on the marine ordonnanre of

Tranci', virtually ackno\vli'i1)^c», that jmriiculur linis may he appropriatiil. After

rcvifwiiij; the contill hctvccn CJrotiiis and Sclilcn, he fays, " S'il (.Stlilcn) s'cn

i'ilt done tfnu U, on plutftt, s'il cfit diflinguc' roccan des mers particuliers, ct

nu^mc dans I'nccan, rctind\icde mcr, qui doit <'trc cenftt appartcnir aux fouvcruins

des cotes, cpii en font haijjnces, la vidoire eut cU; eonipk'lte." l

'I'hefe remarks may he enforced hy ufkinj;, \\\vAt nation ran he injured in it§

rijrhts, by the Delaware beinp appropriated to the Unittd States? And to what
dejrrcc may not tlie United States he injured, on the contrary ground ? It connnu-
nicatcs with no foreign dominion ; no foreign nation has, ever before, exaded a

community of right in it, as if it were a main Tea : Undt r the former and prefent

governments, the exchifive jurifdi<!!lion has been aflcrted ;
^"' the very flrft coileiSion

law of the United States, paffed in 1 7 89, the county of f ,ie May, which includes

Cape May itfelf, and all the waters thereof, theretofore within the jurifdidion of

the ftivte of Ncw-Jerfey, are comprehended in the diftridl of Bridgetown ; the

whole of the ftate of Delaware, reaching to Cape Henlopen. is made one diflri(5l

;

nay, imlefs thcfe pofitions can be maintained, the bay of Cnefapcake, which, in

the fame law, is lb fully affumed to be within the United States, and which, for

the length of the Virginia territory, isfubjeft to the procefs of feveral counties to

any extent, will become a rendezvous to all the world, without any poflible con-

trol from the United States. Nor will the evil ftop here. It will require but an-

other fhort link in the procefs of reafoning, to difappropriate the mouths of fomc of

our moft important rivers. If, as Vattel inclines to think in the 294th fedlion of

his firft hook, the Romans were free to appropriate the Mediterranean, merely

tecaufe they fccured, by one fingle ftrokc, the immenfe range of their coaft ; how
much ftrongcr muft the vindication of the United States be, fliould they adopt max-
ims for prohibiting foreigners from gaining, without permiffion, acccfs into the

heart of their country.

This inquiry might be enlarged by a minute dlfcufTion of the practice of foreign

rations in fuch circumftarices. But I pafs it by; bccaufe the United States, in the

commencement of their career, ought not to be precipitate in declaring their ap-

probation of any ufagcs, (the prccifefads concerning which we may not thorough-

ly underfland) until thofe ufages fhall have grown into principles, and arc incorpo-

rated into the law of nations; and becaufc no ufage has ever been accepted, which
lliakcs the foregoing principles.

The conclulion then is, that the Grange has been feized on neutral ground. If

tjiis be admitted, the duty arifing from the illegal adl, is reftitution.

Edm : RANDOLPH.
May 14, 1793.
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TRANSLATION.
Philadelphia, May 27th, 1793.

The id year of the Republic of France.

Citizen Genet hUmjhr ricmjolentinry of the Republic nf Francey to Mr. Je^erfon,
Secretary cf State of the United Siatei.

Sir,
"Y prcdeccflbr has ddlvercd to me the letter wbicli you wrote to him the

15th of this month, communiciiing to him fundry memorials of the
Bi-itiili rninilier, and the decifions which the American government has taken
on the complaints of this rninilier.

T;ie firlt of thefe complaints which you report in your letter, Sir, is not
founded in faft ; I have no knowledge of the purchaCe of the arms in queftion,

and at all events the reply you .have made to Mr. Ilamn-.ond would convince
him of the nullity of his obiiirvationa, if they had been diriated by good faith

j

but it is probable t'.iat this ft?p has no other object but to prepare, di})lo-

inatically, pretexts to the Engliih (hips of war to Iuhje<5l Amencun vcflcli even


